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TO 



THE QUEEN. 

Madam> 

X o approach the High and the Illufbious 
has been^ in all ages, the privilege of Poets ; 
and though Translators cannot juftly claim the 
iame honour, yet they naturally follow tiheir 
i^uthors as Attendants ; and I hope that, ia 
return for having enabled Tasso to diffiiie his 
fame through the Britilh Dominions, I naay be 
introduced by him to the prefence of Your 
Majesty. 

Tasso has a peculiar claim to Your Ma- 
jesty's favour, as a Follower and Panegyrift 
of the Houie of EIste, which has one common 
Anceftorwith the Houfe of Hanover; and 
in reviewing his life, it is not eafy to forbear 
a wiih that he had lived in a happier time, 
when he might, among the Defcendants of 
that illuftrious Family, have found a more 
liberal and potent patronage. 

I cannot 
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DEDICATION. 

I cannot but obferve, Madam^ how un- 
equally Reward is proportioned to Merit, 
when I refleft that the Happinefs, which was 
with-held from Tasso, is rcfcrvcd for me; 
and that the Poem, which once hardly pro- 
cured to its Author the countenance of the 
Princes of Ferrara, has attrad:ed to its 
Tranflator the favourable notice of a British 

CIU££N. 

Had this been the fate of Tasso, he would 
have been able to have celebrated the Conde- 
fceniion of Your Majesty in nobler lan- 
guage, but could not have felt it with more 
ardent gratitude, than. 

Madam, 

Your Majesty's 

Moft faithful, and 
Devoted Servant, 

JOHN HOOLE. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 
BY THE TRANSLATOR, 



TO 



THE FIFTH EDITION. 

Having completed a tranflation of the Orlando 
FuRioso of Ariosto^ with explanatory Notes, 
and the favourable attention that has been paid 
to my verfion of Tasso, making it necelTary to 
give a new edition of the Jerusalem^ I thought 
it expedient to revife the work, and, in order not 
only to render it more worthy of the public favour, 
but to give an uniformity to the two publications, 
I have added to the prefent edition fuch notes as 
might be ufeful for explaining the hiftorical allu- 
lions^ and fome few other paffages : but as the 
Jerusalem is in itfelf complete, and wholly inde- 
pendent of every other poem, in which refpedl it 
has the advantage of the Orlando, and of the 
three great Poems of Antiquity ; and as the hif- 

torical 
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viii ADVERTISEMENT. 

torical allulions are rare, compared to thofe of* 
Ariosto^ the bulk of the notes will be inconfider- 
able. It may poffibly at firft be thought^ by fome> 
that I have not dwelt fufiiciently on the imitations 
and ftriking parts of this admirable Poem; but the 
truth is, I was unwilling to fwell the pages with 
an unprofitable difplay of criticifm ; and I hope I 
may add, without the imputation of vanity, that 
little commentary was required to an author with 
whom my countrymen are now acquainted. But 
it appeared to me that much was to be faid, on 
the introduction of fuch a poem as Ariosto's, 
to open fully a poetical chara6ler fo new and 
uncommon to the Englifli reader. 

May 23, 1783. 



*REfACE. 
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PREFACE. 



Of all Authors, fo familiarly known by name to the 
generality of Englifh readers as Taflb, perhaps there is 
none whofe works have been fo little read ; and the few 
who have read them, have feldom eftimated them by their 
own judgment. As fome authors owe much of their re- 
putation to the implicit acquiefcence of the many in the 
encomiums beftowed upon them by fome perfon with whom, 
for whatever realbn, it has been thought honourable to ac- 
quiefce ; fo others have been rated much below their me- 
rit, merely becaufe fome faihionable critic has decried their 
performances ; and thus it has happened to Taflb. 

M. Boileau, in one of his fatires, had ridiculed the ab- 
fordity of ** preferring the tinfel of Taflb to the gold of 
" Virgil :" this fentiment was hafiily catched up by Mr. 
Addifon, whofe polite and elegant writings are an honour 
to our nation, but whofe greateft excellence was not, per* 
haps, either poetry or criticifm ; and he has zealoufly de- 
clared, in one of his Spe£lators, that ** he entirely agrees 
" with M. Boileau, that one verfe in Virgil is worth all 
" tlie tinfel of Taflb." Thefe declarations, indeed, amount 
to no more than that gold is better than tinfel, and true wit 
than falfe ; a difcovery which does no great honour to the 
author : but thofe, who are accuflomed to take things in 
the grofs, and to adopt the judgment of others becaufe they 
will not ventureto judge for themfelvcs, have inferred, that 
all Virgil is gold, and that all Taflb is tinfel ; than which 
nothing can be more abfurd, whether M. Boileau and Mr. 

Addifon 
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t PREFACE. 

Addifon intended the implication or not : it is as true^ that 
the gold of Taflb is better that his tinfel, as that the gold 
t)f Virgil is belter ; and though a verfe of Virgil is better 
than all Taflb's tinfel, it does not follow that it is alfo bet- 
ter than Taflb's gold. That Taflb has gold, no man, who 
wiihes to be thought qualified to judge of poetry, will choofe 
to deny. It will alfo be readily admitted, that he has tin- 
fel ; but it will be eafy to (how, not only that the gold pre- 
ponderates, but that the tinfel, mingled with it, is not in a 
greater proportion than in many other compofitions, which 
have received the applaufe of fucceflive. ages, and been pre- 
ferved in the wreck of nations, when almoft every other, 
poflef&on has been abandoned. 

By tinfel is meant falfe thought, and, perhaps, incredible 
fi£lion ; and whoever is acquainted with the writings of 
Ovid, knows that he abounds with falfe thoughts, that he 
is continually playing upon words, and that his fi£tions 
are in the bigheft degree incredible; yet his Metamor- 
phoses have ever been held in great eflimation by all 
judges of poetical merit. 

But if Taflb*s merit is to be decided by authority, may 
not that of M. Voltaire be oppofed with great propriety to 
the pedantry of M. Boileau, and the echo of Mr. Addifon ? 
•* There is (fays he, in his Eflay on Epic Poetry) no mo- 
*' nument of antiquity in Italy that more deferves the at- 
^^ tention of a traveller, than the Jerusalem of Taflb. 
•* Time, which fubverts the reputation of common per- 
•* formances, as it were by fap, has rendered that of the 
** Jerusalem more flable and permanent : this poem is 
•* now fung in many parts of Italy, as the Iliad was in 
•* Greece; and Taflb is placed, without fcruple, by the fide 
** of Homer and Virgil, notwithflanding his defe£is, and 
•* the criticifms of Defpreaux. The Jerusalem appears, 
•* in fome rcfpedls, to be an imitation of the Iliad ; but if 
•* Rinaldo is drawn after Achilles, and Godfrey after Aga* 
*• memnon, 1 will venture to fay, that Taflb's copy is much 
*^ fuperior to the original : in his battles he has as much , 
" fire as Homer, with greater variety; his heroes, like 

" thofc 
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PREFACE. xi 

•^ thofe of the Iliad, are diftinguiflied by a difference of 
** charafter ; but the charadlers of Taffo are more fkilfully 
•* introduced^ more ftrongly marked, and infinitely better 
*• fuftained; for there is fcarce one in the Iliad that is 
** not inconfiftent with itfclf, and not one in the Jerusa- 
^* LEM that is not uniform throughout. Taflb has paint- 
** ed what Homer only Iketched ; he has attained the art of 
*• varying his tints by different (hades of the fame colour, 
** and has diftihguiifaed, into diilerent modes, many virtues, 
** vices, and paffions, which others have thought to be the 
** fame. Thus the chara6teri(lic, both of Godfrey and 
** Aladine, is fagacity, but the modes arc finely varied ; in 
•^ Godfrey it is a calm circumfpeSive prudence, in Aladine 
** a cruel policy. Courage is predominant both, in Tan- 
** cred and Argantes ; but in Tancred it is a generous con- 
** tempt of danger, in Argantes a brutal fury : fo love in 
** Armida is a mixture of levity and defirc ; in Erminia it is 
•* a foft and amiable tendemefs. There is, indeed, no figure 
" in the pi6lure that does not difcover the hand of a maf- 
" ter, not even Peter the hermit, who is finely contrafted 
*' with the enchanter Ifmeno ; two charadlers, which arc 
" furely very much fuperior to the Calchas and Talthybius 
** of Homer. Rinaldo is, indeed, imitated from Achilles, 
*' but his faults are more excufable, his charaflcr is more 
" amiable, and his leifure is better employed ; Achilles 
*' dazzles us, but we are interefted for Rinaldo. 

** I am in doubt whether Homer has done right or wrong 
" in making Priam fo much the obje£t of our pity, but it 
" was certainly a mafter-ftroke in Taflb to render Aladine 
" odious ; for the reader would otherwife have been necef-. 
** farily intereiled for the Mahometans againft the Chrif- 
" tians, whom he would have been tempted to confider as a 
** band of vagabond thieves, who had agreed to ramble from 
•* the heart of Europe, in order to dcfolate a country they 
** had no right to, and mafiacre, in cold blood, a venerable 
" prince, more than fourfcore years old, and his whole peo-- 
" pie, againft whom they had no pretence of complaint/* 
M. Voltaire then obferves, th?it this is indeed the-true 

charaSer 
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character of the crufades: but ** Taflb (continues he) has, 
" with great judgment, reprefentcd them very difierently ; 
** for, in his Jerusalem, they appear to be an army of 
** heroes marching under a chief of exalted virtue, to refcue^ 
'* from the tyranny of Infidels, a country which bad been 
** confecrated by the birth and death of a God. The fub- 
** }c& of his poem, confidered in this view, is the moft fub* 
** lime that can be imagined ; and he has treated it with 
** all the dignity of which it is worthy, and has even ren* 
** dered it not lefs interefting than elevated. The a£tion 
*^ is well condu£ted» and the incidents artfully interwoven ; 
*^ he ftrikes out his adventures with fpirit, and diftributes 
** his light and {hade with the judgment of a mjlfter : he 
** tranfports his reader from the tumults of war to the fweet 
** folitudes of love, and from fcenes exquifitely voluptuous 
** he s^ain tranfports him to the field of battle : he touches 
^* all the fprings of paifion, in a fwift but regular fuccef- 
** fion, and gradually rifes above himfelf as he proceeds 
** from book to book : his ftyle is in all parts equally clear 
*^ and elegant ; and when his fQbje£t requires elevation, it 
*^ is adonifliing to fee how be imprefles a new chamber 
*^ upon the foftnefs of the Italian language, how he fiib* 
*^ limes it into majefty, and compreiles it into ftrength. It 
** muft, indeed, be confefled, that in the whole poem there 
** are about twa hundred verfes in which the author has 
*^ indulged himfelf in puerile conceits, and a mere play 
** upon words; but tliis is nothing more than a kind of 
** tribute which his genius paid to the tafte of the age he 
*^ lived in, which had a fondnefs for points and turns that 
** has fince rather increafed than diminiflied." 

Such is the merit of Taffo's Jerusalem in the opinion 
of M. Voltaire : he has, indeed, pointed out, with great 
judgment, many defeds in particular parts of the work, 
which he fo much admires upon the whole; but this gives 
his teftimony in behalf of Taflb, fo far as it goes, new 
force ; and if TaiTo can be juftified in fome places where 
M. Voltaire has condemned him, it follows, that his gene- . 
ral merit is ftill greater than M. Voltaire has allowed. 

Having 
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PREFACE. xm 

Haying remarked fomc fanciful cxcefles in the account 
of the expedir'ion of Ubald and his companion, to difcover 
and bring back Rinaldo, who was much wanted by the 
whole array, M. Voltaire afks, ** what was the great exploit 
•* which was referved for this hero, and which rendered his 
•* prefence of fo much importance, that he was tranfported 
•* from the Pic of Teneriffe to Jerufalem ? Why he was** 
(fays M. Voltaire) '* dedined by Providence to cut down 
** fome <Jd trees, that flood in a foreft which was haunted 
•* by hobgoblins." M. Voltaire, by this ludicrous defcrip* 
tion of Rinaldo*s adventure in the Enchanted Wood, infi- 
nuates, that the fervice he performed was inadequate to the 
pomp with which he was introduced, and unworthy of the 
miracles which contributed to his return: but, the en- 
chantment of the foreft being once admitted, this exploit 
of Rinaldo will be found greariy to heighten his charadeTp 
and to remove an obtiacle to the Cege, which would other* 
wife have been infuperable, and would confequently have 
defeated the whole enterprize of the crufade : it was im- 
poi&ble to carry on the iiege without machines conftru6ted 
of timber ; no timber was to be had but in this foreft j and 
in this foreft the principal heroes of tlie Chriftian army had 
attempted to cut timber in vain. 

To this it may be added, that M. Voltaire, has not dealt 
£«iirly, by fuppofing that Rinaldo was recalled to the camp 
for no other intent than to cut down the wood : the Critic 
feems to have forgotten the neceffity of this hero's prefence 
to the general affairs of the Chrifiians : it was he who was 
deftined to kill Solyman, whofe death was, perhaps, of 
equal confequence to the Chriftians, as that of Hedor to 
the Grecians : the Danifh meffenger had been miraculoufly 
preferved, and fent to deliver Sweno's fword to Rinaldo, 
with a particular injundlion for him to revenge the death 
of that prince on the Soldan : we fee further the import- 
ance of Rinaldo in the Jaft battle, where he kills almoft all 
die principal leaders of the enemy, and is the grear caufe of 
the entire defeat of the Egyptian army. 

M« Voltaire's general cenfure of this incident, therefore, 

appears 
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appean to be ill-founded. << But certain Demons^ (fays 
he) ** having taken an infinite variety of ibapes to terrify 
** thofe who came to fell the trees, Tancred finds his Clo- 
** rinda (but up in a pine, and wounded by a llroke which 
** he had given to tbe trunk of the tree; and Armida iflues 
** from the bark of a myrtle, while fhe is many leagues 
^* dillant in the Egyptian army.'' 

Upon a review of this laft paflage, the firft fentence will 
certainly be found to confute the cenfure implied in the 
fecond. In the firft fentence we are told, ** that the forms 
** which prevented the Chriftian heroes from cutting down 
'* the trees, were devils:" in the fecond it is intimated, 
that the voice of Clorinda, and the form of Armida, were 
no illufions, but in reality what they feemed to be : for 
where is the abfurdity that a deoion (hould aflume the 
voice of Clorinda, or the figure of Armida, in this foreft» 
though Clorinda herfelf was dead, and Armida in another 
place? Taflb, therefore, is acquitted of the charge of 
making Armida in two places at one time, even by tbe very 
pafiage in which the charge is brought* 

To the authority of M.Voltaire, who, at the fame time 
that he fuppofes Tailb to have more faults than be has, 
thinks his excellencies fu£Bcient to place him among the 
firft poets in the world, may be added that of Mr. Dryden, 
wbo, in the preface to the tranflation of Virgil, has de« 
dared the Jerusalem Delivered to be the next heroic 
poem to the Iliad and ^keid. 

Mr. Dryden was too great a mafter in poetical compofi- 
tion, and had a knowledge too extenfive, and a judgment 
too accurate, to fuppofe the merit of the Jerusalem to 
be fubverted by improbabilities, which are more numerous 
and more grofs in the works of Homer and Virgil. It is 
very likely that magic and enchantment were as generally 
and firmly believed, when Taffo wrote his Jerusalem, as 
tbe vifible agency of tbe Pagan deities at the writing of the 
Iliad, the Odyssey, and ^neid : and it is certain, that 
the events, which Taftb fuppofes to have been brought 
about by enchantmenty were more congruous to fucb a 
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caufe than many fi^ons of the Greek and Roman poets to 
the Pagan theology ; at leaft that a theology, which could 
admit them, was more abfurd than the exiftence and opera- 
tion of any powers of magic and enchantment. If we do 
not, therefore, rejedl the poems of Homer and Virgil as 
not worth reading, becaufe they contain extravagant fables, 
we have no right to make that a pretence for reje^ing the 
Jerusalem of Taflb ; efpecially if the Gothic machines 
were more adapted to the great ends of epic poetry than the 
fyftem of antiquity, as an ingenious author has endeavoured 
to ihow : his words are ; ** The current popular tales of 
*^ elves apd fairies were even fitter to take the credulous 
** mind, and charm it into a willing admiration of the 
*^fp^ciou5 miracles^ which wayward £incy delights in, than 
'^ thofe of the old traditionary rabble of Pagan divinities. 
*^ And then, for the more folemn fancies of witchcraft and 
'* incantation, the horrors of the Gothic were above mea- 
<^ fure ftriking and terrible. The mummeries of the Pagan 
'* priefts were childiib ; but the Gothic enchanters (hook 
** and alarmed all nature. We feel this difference very 
'* ienfibly in reading the ancient and modem poets. You 
^^ would not compare the Canidia of Horace with the 
'* witches of Macbeth : and what are Virgil's myrtles 
** drolling blood, to Taflb's enchanted foreft ?" Letters 
on Chivalry and Romance, p. 48, 49. 

As I think it is now evident that a reader may be pleafed 
with Taflb, and not difgrace his judgment, I may, without 
impropriety, ofier a tranflation of him to thofe who cannot 
read him in his original language. I may be told, indeed, 
that there is an EngliOi tranilation of him already, and 
therefore that an apology is necefiary for a new one. To 
this I anfwer, that the only complete tranflation is that of 
Fairfax, which is in ilanzas that cannot be read with plea- 
fure by the generality of thofe who have a tafte for Englifli 
poetry ; of which no other proof is neceffary than that it 
appears fcarce to have been read at all : it is not only ua* 
pleafant, but irkfome, in fuch a degree, as to furmount 
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cttriofity ; and more than oounterbalance all the beauty of 
cxpreffion, and fentiment, which is to be found in that 
work. I do not flatter myfelf that I have excelled Fairfix, 
except in my meafure and verfification, and even of thefe 
the principal recommendation is, that they are more mo- 
dern, and better adapted to the ear of all readers of Eng* 
liih poetry, except of the very few who have acquired a 
tafte for the phrafes and cadences of thofe times, when our 
yerfe, if not our language, was in its rudiments. 

That a tranflation of Taflb into modern Engliih veHe 
has been generally thought neceflary, appears by feveral 
eflays that have been made towards it, particularly thofe of 
Mr. Brooke, Mr. Hooke, and Mr. Layng : if any of thefe 
gentlemen had completed their undertaking, it would ef-^ 
fedually have precluded mine. Mr. Brooke's in particular^ 
is at once fo harmonious, and fo fptrited, that I think ah 
entire tranilation of Taflb by him would not only have 
rendered my tafls. unneceflary, but have difcouraged thofe 
from the attempt, whofe poetical alNlities are much fupe-» 
rior to mine : and yet Mr. Brooke's performance is rather 
an animated paraphrafe than a tranflation. My endeavour 
has been to render the fenfe of my author as nearly as pof- 
fible, which could never be done merely by tranflating his 
words ; how I have fucceeded the world muft determine : 
an author is but an ill judge of bis own performances: and 
the opinion of friends is not always to be trufted ; for 
there is a kind of benevolent partiality which inclines us to 
think favourably of the works of thofe whom we efteem. 
I am, however, happy, in the good opinion of fome gen- 
tlemen whofe judgment, in this cafe, could err only by 
fuch partiality ; and as I am not kfs ambitious to engage 
efieem as a man, than to merit praife as an author, I am 
not anxiouily folicitous to know whether they have been 
miftaken or not. 

As many paflages in the original of this work aie very 
clofely imitated from the Greek and Roman Claflics, I may 
perhaps, inadvertently, have inferted a line or two from the 

Englifli 
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Engliili verfions of thofe authors ; but as Mr. Pope, in his 
traaflation of Homer, has taken feveral verfes from Mr. 
Dryden, and Mr. Fitt, in his tranflation of the ^Eneid, 
feveral both from Mr. Dryden and Mr, Pope, I flatter 
myfelf I (hall incur no cenfure on that account. 

I have incorporated feme few verfesboch of Mr, Brooke's 
and Mr. Layng's verfion of Taflb with my own ; but as I 
have not arrogated the merit of what 1 have borrowed to 
myfelf, I cannot juftly be accufed of plagiarifm; Thefe 
obligations I acknowledge, that I may do juAice to others; 
but there are fome which I fhall mention to gratify myfelf. 
Mr. Samuel Johnfon, whofe judgment I am happy in be- 
ing authorifed to make ufe of on this occafion, has given 
me leave to publiih it, as his opinion, that a modern trans* 
lation of the Jerusalem Delivered is a work that may 
very julHy merit the attention of the Englifh reader; and 
I owe many remarks to the friendHiip and candour of Dr, 
Hawkefworth, from which my performance has received 
confiderable advantages. 

Before I conclude this Preface, it is neceflary the Englifh 
reader ihould be acquainted that tlie Italian poets, when 
they fpeak of infidels of any denomination, generally ufe 
the word Pagano: the word Pagan, therefore, in the tranf- 
lation, is often ufed for Mahometan ; and Spcnfer has ufed 
the word Paynim in the fame fenfe. 

As the public is not at all concerned about the qualifica- 
tions of an author, any further than they appear in his 
works, it is to little purpofe that writers have endeavoured 
to prevent their writings from being confidered as the Iknd- 
ard of their abilities, by alleging the jQiort time, or the 
difadvantageous circum fiances, in which they were pro- 
duced. If their performances are too bad to obtain a fa- 
vourable reception for themfelves, it is not likely that the 
world will regard them with more indulgence for being told 
why they are no better. , If I did not hope, therefore, that 
the tranflation now oflered, though begun and fin i (bed in the 
xnidft of employments of a very difierent kind, might fome- 

VoJL. 1. b thing 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



xviii P R t F A C E. 

thing more than atone for ks own defed^, I would'nor have 
obtruded it on the public. All I requeft of my readers, is» 
to judge for themfelves, and if they find any entertainment, 
not to think the worfe of it, for being the performance of 
one, who has neVer before appeared a candidate for theis' 
fiijEB^ges as an author. 
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1 OR QUA TO TASSO was aercended from the 
illuftnous houfe of the Torregiani, lords of Bergamo, 
Milan, and feveral other towns iri Lombardy. The Tor- 
regiani, being expelled by the Vifconti, fettled between 
Bergamo and Como, in the mod advantageous pofts of 
the mountain of Taffo, from which they took their name. 
This family fupported itfelf by alliances till the time of 
Bernardo Taflb, whofe mother was of the houfe of Cornaro. 
The eftatc of Bernardo, the father of our poet, was no ways 
6qual to his birth; but this deficiency, in. point of fortune, 
was in fome meafure compcnfated by the gifts of under- 
{landing. His works in verfe and profe are recorded as mo- 
numents of his genius; and his fidelity to Fenante of San- 



* All the principal incidents in this life are taken from the account given 
by Giovanni Battifto Manfo, a Neapolitan, lord of Bifaccio and Pianca. 
This nobleman was TalTo's intimate friend; he had many of our Author's 
papers in his pofleffion, and being himielf witnefs to feveral partitulars which 
he relates^ his authority (sons unexceptionable. 

b 2 fevcrino. 
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fcverino, prince of Salerno, to.whoni he was entirely de- 
voted, entitled him to the cfteem of every man of honour. 
This prince had made him his fecretary, and taken hina 
with him to Naples, where he fettled, and married Portia 
di Roffi, daughter of Lucretia di Gambacorti, of one of the 
moft illuftrious families in that city^ 

Portia was fix months gone with child, when (lie was 
invited by her fifler Hyppolytato Sorrento, to pay her a vifit. 
Bernardo accompanied her thither : and in this place Portia 
was delivered of a fon, on the nth day of March 1544, at 
noon. The infant was baptized a few days after, in th« 
metropolitan church of Sorrento, by the name of Torquata. 
Bernardo and Portia returned foon after to Naples, with 
little Taflb, whofe birth,- like Homer^s, was afterwards 
difputed by feveral cities that claimed the honour of it: 
but it feems undeniably proved that he, was bom at Sor- 
rento. 

Hiftorians relate incredible things of his early and pro- 
mifing genius : they tell us, that, at fix months old, he not 
only fpoke and pronounced his words clearly and diftinfUy, 
but that he thought, reafoned, expreffed his^ants, and an- 
fwered qucftions ; that there was nothing childifh in his 
words, but the tone of his voice ; that he fddom laughed 
or cried ; and that, even then, he gave certain tokens of thai 
equality of temper which fupported him fo well in his future 
misfortunes. 

Towards the end of his third year, Bernardo his father 
was obliged to follow the prince of Salerno into Germany, 
which journey proved the fource of all the fufFerings of 
Taflb and his family. The occafion was this. Don Pedro 
of Toledo, viceroy of Naples for the emperor Charles V. 
had formed a defign to eftablifli the inquifition in that city* 
The Neapolitans, alarmed at this, refolved to fend a depu- 
tation to the emperor, and, for that purpofc, made choice 
of the prince of Salerno, who feemcd moft able, by his 
authority and riches^ to msfke head againft the viceroy. 
The prince underjtook the afFair; and Bernardo Tafibac* 
companied him into Germany^ 

Before' 
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Before his departure, Bernardo committed the care of 
his fon to Angeluzzo, a man of learning ; for it was his 
opinion, that a boy could not be put too foon under the 
tuition of men. At three years of age, they tell us. little 
Taflb b^n to ftudy grammar ; and, at four, was fent to 
the college of the Jefuits, where he made fo rapid a pro- 
grefs, that at feven he was pretty well acquainted with the 
Latin and Greek tongues: at the fame age he made public 
orations, and compofed fome pieces of poetry, of which 
the ftyle is faid to have retained nothing of puerility. 
The following lines he addrefled to his mother when he left 
Naples to follow his father's fortune, being then only nine 
years of age. 

Ma dal fen do la madre em pi a fortuna 

Pargolctto divelfe, ah di* que' baci 

Ch' ella bagno di lagrime dolenti 

Con fofpir mi rimembra, e de gli ardenti 

Preghi che fen portar Taure fugaci, 

Che i' non dovea giunger piii volto a volto 

Fra quelle braccta accolto 

Con nodi cosi (Iretti, e (i tenaci, 

Laflb, e feguij con mal ficure pi ante 

Qual' Afcanio, o Camilla il padre errante. 

Relentlefs Fortune in my early yeprs 

Removes me from a mother's tender breafi : 
With fighs I call to mind the farewel tears 

That bath'd her kifles when my lips fhe prefs'd I 
I hear her pray'rs with ardour breath 'd to Heaven, 

Afide now wafted by the devious wind; 
No more to her unhappy fon. 'tis given 

Th' endearments of maternal love to find ! 
No more her fondling arms ihall round me fpread ; 

Far from her fight reluSant I retire ; 
Like young Camilla or Afcahius, led 

To trace the footfteps of my wandering fire I 

The 
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The fuccefs the prince of Salerno met widi in his em-r 
bafly greatly increafed his credit amongft the Neapolitans, 
bat entirely mined him with the viceroy, who left nothing 
unturned to nuke the emperor jealous of the great defe- 
rence the people (hewed Ferrante, from which he inferred 
the mod dangerous confequences. He fo much ezalpencted 
the emperor againil the prince of Salerno, that FerrantCy 
finding there was no longer any fecurity for him at Naples, 
and having in vain applied to gain an audience of the em- 
peror, retired to Rome, and renounced his allegiance to 
Charles V. 

liernardo Taflb would not abandon hb patron in his ill 
fortune; neither would he leave his fon in a country wher^ 
he himfelf was foon to be declared an enemy ; and forefee- 
ing he (hould never be able to retym thither, he took young 
Torquato with him to Ron^e. 

As foon as the departure of the prince of Falerno was 
known, he, and all his adherents, were declared rebels to 
the ftate ; and what may feem very extraordinary, Torquato 
Taflb, though but nine years of age, was included by name 
in that fcntence. Bernardo, following the prince of Salerno 
into France, committed his fon to the care of his friend and 
relation Mauritio Cataneo, a perfon of great ability, who 
afliduoufly cultivated the early difpofition of h^ pupil to 
polite literature. After the death of Sanfeverino, which 
happened in three or foyr years, Bernardo returned to 
Italy, and engaged in the fervice of Guglielmo Gonzaga, 
duke of Mantua, who had given hin^ a preffing invita- 
tion. It was not Ipng before he received the melancholy 
news of the deceafe of his wife Portia: this event deter- 
mined him to fend for his fon, that they might be a mutual 
fupport to each other in their affli£Uon. He had left him 
at Rome, becaufe his refidence in that city was highly 
agreeable to his mother > but that reafon now ceafing, he 
was refolved to be no longer deprived of the fociety of 
the only child he had left ; for his wife, before her death, 
had married his daughter to Martio Serfale, a gentleman 
pfSorrentQ, 

Bernarda 
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. Bernardo was greatly furprifed, on his fon*s arrival, to 
fee the vaft progress he had made in his ftudies. He was 
iiow twelve years of age, and had, according to the teftimonjr 
of the writers of his life, entirely completed his knowledge 
in the Latin and Greek tongues: he was well acquainted 
with the rules of rhetoric and poetry, and completely verfed 
in Ariftotle's ethics ; but he particularly ftudied the precepts 
jof Mauri tioCataneo, whom he ever afterwards rcTerenccdas 
a fecond &ther. Bernardo foon determined to fend him to 
the univcrfity of Padua, to ftudy the laws, in company with 
the young Sctpio Gonzaga, afterwards cardinal, nearly of 
the fame age as himfelf. With this nobleman Taflb, then 
feventeen years of age, contrasted a friendfliip that never 
«nded but with bis life. 

He profecuted his ftudies at Fadua with great diligence 
and fucceKs; at the fame time employing his leifure hours 
upon philofophy.and poetry, he foon gave a public proof <t£ 
his talents, by bis poem of Rinaldo, which he publiihed 
in the eighteenth year of his age. 

This poem, which is of the romance kind, is divided into 
twelve books in ottava rima, and contains the adventures of 
Rinaldo, the famous Paladin of the court of Charlemain^ 
who makes fo principal a figure in Ariofto's work, and the 
firft achievements of that knight for the love of the fair 
Clarice, whom he afterwards marries. The ad^ion of this 
poem precedes that of the Orlando Furiofo. It was com- 
pofed in ten months, as the author himfelf informs us in the 
preface, and wasfirfl printed at Venice in the year 1562. 
Paolo Bcni fpeaks very highly of this performance, which 
undoubtedly is not unworthy the early efibrts of that genius 
yvhich afterwards produced the Jerufalem. 

Taffo's father faw with regret the fuccefs of his fon's 
poem: he was apprehenfive, and not without reafon, that 
the charms of poetry would detach him from thofe more 
-folid fludies, which he judged were moft Kkely to raife him 
in the world: he knew very well, by his own experience, 
that the greateft fkill in poetry will not advance a man's 
private fortune. He was not deceived in bis conjedure ; 

Torquafc), 
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Torquato, infeniibly carried away by his predominant paf-. 
/ion, followed the examples of Petrarch, Boccace, Ariofta^ 
•nd others, who, contrary to the remonftrances of their 
friends, quitted the feverer ftudies of the law for the more 
plcafmg entertainment of poetical compofition. In (horty 
he entirely gave himfelf up to the (ludy of poetry and philo- 
fophy. His firft poem extended his reputation through aU 
Italy ; but his father was fo difpleafed with his conduA, 
that he went to Padua on purpofe to reprimand him. 
Though he fpoke with great vehemence, and made ufe of 
fcveral harfti expreflions, Torquato heard him without in- 
terrupting him, and his compcrfure contributed not a little 
to increafe his father's difpleafure. ** Tell me" (faid Ber*- 
nnrdo) '^ of what ufe is that vain philofophy, upon which 
" you pride yourfeif fo much?" " It has enabled me" (faid 
Taflb modeftly) *« to endure the harihncfc of your rc^ 
« proofs." 

Tb/e refolution Taffo had taken to devote himfelf to the 
Mufes, was known all over Italy ; the principal perfons of 
the city and college of Bologna invited him thither by means 
of Fietro Donato Cefi, then vice- legate, and afterwards le^ 
gate. But Tafib had not long refided there, when he was 
prefled by Scipio Gonzaga, elefied prince of the academy 
eflabliflied at Padua, under the name of Etherei, to return 
to that city. He could not withfiand this folicitatiop, and 
Bologna being at that time the fcene of civil commotion, 
he was the more willing to feek elfewhere for the repofe 
he loved. He was received with extreme joy by all the 
academy, and being incorporated into that fociety, at the age 
of twenty years, took upon himfelf the name of Pentito ; 
by which he feemed to (hew that he repented of all the time 
which he had employed in the ftudy of the law. 

In this retreat he applied himfelf afrelh to philofophy 
and poetry, and foon became a perfe£^ niafler of both: it 
was this happy mixture of his ftudies that made him an 
enemy to all kinds of licentioufnefs. An oration was made 
one day in the academy upon the nature of love; the orator 
treated bis fubje^ in a very mafterly manner, hut with too 

little 
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I 

Ihtle regard fo decency in the opinion of TaflToy who, be* 
ing afked what he thought of the diicourfe, replied, ** that 
♦* it was a pleaiing poifon." 

Here Tafib formed the dcGgn of his celebrated poem, 
Jbrusalsm Delivered: he invented the fable, diipofed 
the different parts, and determined to dedicate this work to 
the glory of the houfe of Efte . He was greatly efteemed by 
Alphonfo H the laft duke of Ferrara, that great patron o(F 
learning and learned men, and by his brother, cardinal 
JLuigi. There was a fort of conteft between thefe two bro- 
thers, in relation to the poem : the cardinal imagined that 
he had a right to be the Mecaenas of all Taflb's works, as 
RiNALDo, his firll piece, had been dedicated to him: the 
dake, on the other hand, thought that, as his brother hai 
already received his (hare of honour, he ought not to he df- 
fended at feeing the name of Alphonfo at the head of the 
Jerusalem Delivered. Taflb for three or four yeare 
fufpended his determination: at length, being earneftly^ 
prefled by both the brothers to take up his relidence in Fer* 
rara, he fufiered himfelf to be prevailed upon. The duke 
gave him an apartment in his palace, where he lived in peace 
and affluence, and purfued his defign of completing hk 
Jerusalem *, which he now refolved to dedicate to Al- 
phonfo. The duke, who was deiirous of fixing Taflb near 
him, had thoughts of marrying him advantageoufly, but he 
always evaded any propofal of that kind : though he appeared 
peculiarly devoted to Alphonfo, yet he negle<Sted not to pay 
his court to the cardinal. 

The name of Taflb now became famous through all 
Europe : and the carefles he received from Charles IX. \H 
a journey he made to France f with Cardinal Luigi, who 
went thither in quality of Legate j Hiew that his reputati(» 
was not confined to his own country. 

We cannot perhaps give a more ftriking inftance of the 
regard that monarch had for him, than ia the following 
ilory. A man of letters, and a poet of fome repute, had unfor- 

* Ana. atk.Z2* f Ann. let 27* 
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tunatety been guilty of fome enormous crime, for which 
he was condemned to fuffer death. Taflb, touched with 
compaffion, was refolved to petition the king for his pardon* 
He went to the palace, where he heard that orders had juft 
been given to put the fentence immediately into execution. 
This did not difcourage Taflb, who, prefenling himfelf be* 
fore the king, faid : '* I come to entreat your majcfty^ that 
you would put to death a wretch, who has brought philo- 
fophy to (liame, by (hewing that (he can make no ftand 
againil human depravity »" The king, touched with the 
juftnefs of this refie^lion, granted the criminal his life. 

The king aiked him one day, whom he judged fuperior 
to all others in happinefs : he anfwered God. The king 
then defired to know his opinion by what men refembb 
God in his happinefs, whether by fovereign power, or by 
their capacity of dc^ng good to others. A man more inte-!^ 
refted than Taflb might have faid, that kings fliew their 
greatnefs by difpenfing their bcnefadtions to others : but he 
eluded the difcouifc; and replied, <^ thgt men could re- 
femble God only by their virtue." 

Another time, in a converfation held befere the king by 
feveral learned men, it was difputed what condition in life 
was the moft unfortunate. ^' In my opinion" (faid Taffo) 
'* the moft unfortunate condition is that of pn impatient 
old man deprefled with poverty ; for," added he, ** the ftatc 
of that perfon is doubtlefs very deplorable, who has neither 
the gifts of fortune to preferve him from want, nor the prin- 
ciples of philofophy to fupport himfelf under afflid^ion." 

The cardinal's legation being finiflied, Taffo returned 
to Ferrara*, where he applied himfelf to finifli his Jeru- 
salem, and in the mean time puhliflied his Aminta, a 
paftoral comedy t> which was received with univerfal 
applaufe. This performance was looked upon as a mafter- 
piece in its kind, and is the original of the Pastor Fido 
and FiLLi di Sciro. 

It was not eafy to imagine that Taflb could fo well paint 

* Ajyi. mU a8. f Ann* set. 29. 
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tfie cflfefts of Love, without having himfelf felt that paf- . j 
fion : it began to be fufpeded, that, like another Ovid, he 
bad raifed his deHres too high, and it was thought that in 
many of his verfes he gave hints of that kind ; particularly 
jfl the following fonnet ; 

Be d' Icara leggefti, e di Fetonte 

Ben fai come lu'n cadde in quedo fiunie 

Quando portar de V Oriente il lume 

Voile, e di rai dc fol cinger la fronte : 
£ Taltro in mar, che troppo ardite, e pronte 

A volo alzo le fue cerate piume, 

E cosi va chi di tentar prefumc 

Strade nel ciel per fama a pena conte. 
Ma, chi dee paventare in alta imprefa, 

S'avvien, ch'amor I'affide? e che non puote 

Amor, che non catena il cielo unifce? 
Egii giu trahe de le celefii rote 

Di terrena belta Diana accefa 

E d'Ida il bel fenciullo al ciel rapifce,^ 

Oft have we heard, in Po's imperial tide 

How haplefs Phaeton was headlong thrown. 
Who durft afpire the fun's bright fleeds to guide. 

And wreathe his brows with fplendors not his own ! 
Oft have we heard, how 'midft th' Icarian main 

Fell the rafti youth who tried too bold a flight; 
Thus fhall it fare with him, who feeks in vain 

On mortal wings to reach th' empyreal height. 
But who, infpir'd by love, can dangers fear ? 
What cannot love that giiides the rolling fphere ; 

Whofe:powerful magic earth and heaven controls? 
Love brought Diana from the ftarry iky, 
Smit with the beauties of a mortal eye ; 

Love fnatch'd the boy of Ida to the poles. 

There were at the duke's court three Leonoras, equally 
witty ^nd beautiful, though of diiFerent quality. The Erft 
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was Leonora of Efte, fifter to the duke, who having refufed 
the moft advantageous matches, lived unmarried with Lau- 
retta, duchefsof Urbino, her elder iifter, who was feparated 
from her hufband, and refided at her brother's court. Tafib 
had a great attachment to this lady, who, on her fide, ho- 
noured him with her efteem and protection. She was wife, 
generous, and not only well read in elegant literature, but 
even verfed in the more abftrufe fciences. All thefe perfec- 
tions were undoubtedly obferved by Taflb, who was one of 
the moft afliduous of her courtiers : and it appearing by his 
verfes that he was touched with the charms of a Leonora, 
they tell us that wc need i^ot feek any further for the obje£k 
of his paffion. 

The fecond Leonora that was given him for a mtftrefs 
was the counted of San Vitale, daughter of the count of 
Sala, who lived at that time at the court of Fernira, and 
pafied for one of the mofl accompliflied perfons in Italy, 
Thofe who imagined that Tailb would not prefume to lift 
his eyes to his matter's filler, fuppofed that he loved this 
lady. It is certain that tie had frequent opportunities of 
difcourfing with her, and that fhe had frequently been the 
fubje£t of his verfes. 

The third Leonora was a lady in the fervice of the prin- 
cefs Leonora of Efte. This perfon was thought by fome 
to be the moft proper obje£t of the poet's gallantry. Taftb, 
feveral times, employed his mufe in her fervice : in one 
of his pieces he confefles that confidering the prtncefs as 
too high for his hope, he had fixed his afiedtron upon her, 
as of a condition more fuitable to his own. But if any thing 
can be juftly drawn from this particular, it feems rather to 
ftrengthen the opinion, that his defires, at leaft at one 
time, had afpired to a greater height. The verfes refened 
to above are as follow : 

O con le Gratie eletta, e con gli Amori, 

FanciuUa avventurofa : 

A fervir a colei, che Dia fomiglia : 

Foi che' 1 mio fguardo in lei mira, e non ofa, 
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I' raggi c gli fplendori, 

E' 1 bel feren de gli occhi, c dc le ciglia, 

Nc r alta meraviglia, 

Che ne difcopre il lampeggiar del rifo ; 

Ne quanto ha de celefte il petto, e*l volto ; 

lo gli occhi a tc rivolto, 

E nel tuo vezzpfetto, e lieto vifo 

Dolcemente m' affifo. 

Bruna fei td, tna bella, 

Qual vi'rginc viola: e del tuo vago 

Sembiante io fi ra'appago, 

Che non difdegno Signoria d'Ancella. 

O ! by the Graces, by the Loves defign'd. 
In happy hour t' enjoy an envy'd place : - 

Attendant on the faireft of her kind, 

Whofc charms excel the charms of human race 1 

Fain would I view — ^but dare not lift my fight 
To mark the fplendor of her piercing eyes ; 

Her heavenly fmiles, her bofom's dazzling white. 
Her namelefs graces that the foul furprife. 

To thee I then direiSt my humbler gaase ; 

To thee uncenfur'd may my hopes afpire : 
Lefs awful are the fwcets thy look difplays ; 

I view, and, kindling as 1 view, defire. 

Though brown thy hue, yet lovely is thy frame ; 

(So blooms fome violet, the virgin's care I) 
1 burn — yet blufh not to confefs my flame. 

Nor fcorn the empire of a menial fair. 

However, it appears difficult to determine with certainty 
in relation to Taflb's paffion ; cfpecially when we conCder 
the privilege allowed to poets: though M. Mirabaud* 
makes no frruple to mention it as a circumftance almoft cer- 

• Abreg^ de U Vic du Taffe. 
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taiily and fixes it without hefitation on the princdfs LfCOM 
nora. Taffo, htihfelf, in feveral of his poems, fcems to 
endeavour to throw an obfcuri^ty over his paflion^ as in th^ 
following lines i 

Tre grail donne vid' io, ch'in efler belle! 
Monftran difparita, ma fomigliante 
Si che ne gti atti, e'n ogni lor fembiante 
Scriver Natura par' ; Noi Cam forelle. 

Ben ciafcun' io lodai, pur una delle 

Mi piacque (i, ch'io ne divenni Afnante, 
Et ancor fia, ch'io ne fofpiri, e €ante, 
E'l m'io foco, e'l fuo nome alzi a le flellc 

Lei fol vagheggio; e fc pur I'altre io miro, 
Guardo nel vago altrui quel, ch^e in lei vago^ 
E ne gl* Idoli fuoi vien ch*io Tadore : 

Ma contanto fomiglia al ver Timago 

Ch^erro, e dole' e Terror; pur ne fofpiro, 
Come d'ingiufta Idolatria d'Amore* 

Sonnet, 

Three courtly dames before my prefence flood j 
All lovely form'd, though differing in their grace : 

Yet each rcfembled each ; for nature (how'd 
A fitter's air in every mien and face. 

Each maid I praisM ; but one above the rell, 

Soon kindled in my heart the lover's fire : 
For her thefe fighs flill iffue from my bread ; 

Her name, her beauties, flill my fong infpire. 

Yet though to her alone my thoughts are due. 
Reflected in the refl her charms I view, 

And in her femblance flill the nymph adore : 
Delufion fweet ! from this to that I rove ; 
But, while I wander, figh, and fear to prove 

A traitor thus to Love's almighty power ! 



In the meanwhile TaCTo proceeded with his Jerusalem, 
which he completed in the thirtieth year of his age : but this 
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poem was not publifhed by his own authority ; it was print- 
ed againft his will, as foon as he had finifhed the lad book, 
and before he had time to give the revifals and corredton* 
that a work of fach a nature required. The public had al- 
ready fecn fevcral parts, which had been lent into the world 
by the authority of his patrons. The fucccfs of this work 
was prodigious : it was tranflated into the Latin, French, 
Spanifh, and eten the Oriental languages, almoft as foon 
as it appeared ; and it may be faid, that no fuch perform- 
ance ever before raifed its reputation to fuch a height in 
fo fmall a fpace of time. 

But the fatisfaSion which Taflb muft feel, in fpite of all 
his philofc^hy, at the applaufe of the public, was foon dif- 
turbed by a melancholy event*. Bernardo Taflb, who 
fpent his oW age in tranquillity at Oftia upon the Po, the 
government of which place had been given him by the 
duke of Mantua, fell fick. As foon as this news reached 
his fon, he immediately went to him, attended him with 
the moft filial regard, and fcarce ever ftirrcd from his bed- 
Jide during the whole time of his illnefs : but all thefe cares 
were inefFeflual > Bernardo, opprefled with age, and over- 
come by the violence of his diftemper, paid the unavoidable 
tribute to nature, to the great affli<£tion of Torquato. The 
duke of Mantua, who had a fincere cfteem for Bernardo, 
caufed him to be interred, with much pomp, in the church 
of St. Egidius at Mantua, with this fimple infcription on 
his tomb : ^ 

OSSA BERNARDI TASSL 

This death feemed to forebode other misfortunes to Taflb^ 
for the remainder of !]is life proved almoft one continued 
feries of vexation and affliflion. About this time a fwarm 
of critics began to attack his Jerusalem, and the academy 
of Crufca, rn particular, publiftied a criticifm of his poem, 
in which they fcrupled not to prefer the rhapfodies of Pulci 
and Boyardo to the Jerusalem Delivered. 

• Ann. et. 31. 
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During Taffo's refidcncc in the duke's court, he had con- 
trafied an intimacy with a gentleman of Ferrara*, and 
having entruftcd him with feme tranfadlions of a very de- 
licate nature, this perfon was fo treacherous as to fpeak of 
them again. Taflb reproached his friend with his tndifcre- 
tion, who received his expqdulation in fuch a manner, that 
Taflb was (b far exafperated as to ftrike him : a challenge 
immediately enfued : the two opponents met at. St. Leo- 
nard's gate, but, while they were engaged, three brothers, 
cf Taflb's antagonift came in and bafely fell all at once 
upon Taflb, who defended himfelf fo gallantly that he 
wounded two of them, and kept his ground againft the 
others,, till fome people came in and feparated them. This 
affair made a great noife at Ferrara : nothing was talked of 
but the valour of Taflb; and it became a fort of proverb, 
*^ That Taflb with his pen and his fword was fuperior to 
•* ailment." 

The duke, being informed of the quarrel, exprefled great 
lefentment againft the four brothers, baniihed them from 
his dominions, and confifcated their eftates ; at the fame. 
time he caufed Taflb to be put under arreft, declaring he 
did it to fcreen him from any future defigns of his enemies. > 
Taflb was extremely mortified to fee himfelf thus confined ; 
lie imputed his detention to a very difierent caufe from 
what was pretended, and feared an ill ufe might be made of 
what had pafled, to ruin him in the duke's opinion. 

Though writers have left us very much in the dark with- 
regard to the real motives that induced the duke to keep 
Taflb in confinement, yet, every thing being weighed, it 
Icems highly probable that the affair of a delicate nature, 
did to have been divulged by his friend, muft have related 
to the princcfs Leonora, the duke's fifler: and indeed it 
will be extremely difiicult, from any other confideration,, 
to account for the harih treatment he received from a prince. 

• Ann. aet. 33. 

•f " Con la penna c con U fpada 
" NclTun val quanto Tor^uato." 
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Vfho had before (hewn him fuch peculiar marks of efteem 
and friendihip. However, Tafib himfelf had undoubtedly 
fecret apprehenflons that increafed upon him every day, 
while the continual attacks, which were made upon his 
credit as an author, not a little contributed to heighten his 
melancholy. At length he refolved to take the firft oppor- 
tunity to fly from his prifon, for fo he efteemed it, which, 
after about a year's detention, he effecledy and retired to 
Turin, where he endeavoured to remain concealed ; but 
notwithflanding all his precautions, he was foon known and 
recommended to the duke of Savoy, who received him into 
his palace, ^nd (hewed him every mark of edeem and afiec^ 
tion« But Ta(ro's apprehenflons ftill continued ; he thought 
that the duke of Savoy would not refufe to give him up to 
the duke of Ferrara, or facrifice the friendship of that prince 
to the fafety of a private perfon. Full of thefe imaginations 
he fet out for Rome *, alone and unprovided with necefla- 
lies for fuch a journey. At his arrival there he went di- 
reAIy to his old friend Mauritio Cataneo, who received him 
in fuch a manner as entirely to obliterate for fome time the 
remembrance of the fatigue and uneafinefi he had under- 
gone. He was .not only welcomed by Cataneo, but the 
whole city of Rome feemed to rejoice at the prefence of fo 
extraordinary aperibn. He was vifited by princes, cardi- 
nals, prelates, and by all the learned in general* But the 
defire of revifiting his native country, and feeing his lifter 
Cornelia, foon made him uneafy in this (ituation. He left 
bis friend Mauritio Cataneo one evening, without giving 
him notice; and, beginning his journey on foot, arrived by 
night at the mountains of Veletri, where he took up his 
lodging with fome (hepherds : the next .morning, difguif- 
ing himfelf in the habit of one of thefe people, he continued 
his way, and in four days time reached Gaicta, almoft fpen.t 
with fatigue : here he embarked on board a veiTel bound for 
Sorrento, at which place he arrived in fafety the next day. 
He entered the city and went dircfiUy to his fitter's houfe : 

• Ana. «c 34« 
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ihe was a widow, and the two fons (be had by her hufband 
being at that time slbfent, T^tflb found her with only fome 
of her female attendants. He advanced towards her, with«- 
out difcovfering himfelf, and pretending he came with news 
from her bh>ther, gave her a letter which he had prepared 
fdr that pufpofe. This letter informed her that her bro- 
ther's life was in great danger, add that he be^;ed her to 
make ufe of all the intereft her teridemefs might fiiggdl to 
her, in order to pfoCure letters of recommendation fron^ 
fome powerful perfon, to avert the threatened misfortune. 
For further particulars cif the affair, flies wa^ referred to the 
meflcngcr who brotlght hdr this intelligence. The lady, 
terrified at the news, earheftly entreated him to give her a 
'detail of her brother's misfortune. The feigned melTenger 
then gave her fo intereiling ati accouitt of the ptetended 
flory, that, unable to contain her affli£tion, ihe fainted 
away. Taffo was fenflbly touched at this convincingproof 
of his fifter's afieAion, and repented that he had gone fo 
far : he begah to comfort her, and, remdVing her fe^rs by 
little and little, at lafl difcovered himfelf to her. Her joy 
at feeing a brother whom (he tenderly loved, was inexpref« 
iible : after the firfli falutations were over, (he was very de-^ 
firous to know the occafion of his difguifing himfelf in that 
manner. Taflb acquainted her with his reafohs, atnd, at 
the fame time, giving her to underfVand, that he would wil^ 
lingly remain with her tmknown to the world, Cornelia^ 
^hd defired nothing further than to acquiefce in his plea- 
fure, fent for her children and feme of her nearefl relations, 
whom fhe thought might be entrufted with the fecret* 
They agreed that Taflb ihould pafs for a relatioil df theirs, 
wh6 came from Bergamo to Naples upon his private bud- 
nefs, and from thence had come to Sorrento to pay them a 
vifit. After this precaution, Tafib took up his refidence at 
his fifter's houfe, where he lived for fome time in tranquil- 
lity, entertaining himfelf with his two nephews Antonio 
and Aleflkndro Serfaie, children of great hopes. He con- 
tinued not long in this repofe before he received repeated 
letters from the princefi Leonora: of £{le» who was ac- 
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attainted with the place of his retreat, to return to Ferrara : 
he reiblved to obey the fumraons, and took leave of his 
fifter, telling her he was going to return a voluntary pri- 
foner. In his way he p^lfled through Rome, where, having 
been detained fome time with a ^angetous fever, he repair^ 
cd from thence to Ferrara, in company with Gualingo, 
embaflador from the duke io the pope* 

Concerning the motive of Taflb's return -to Ferrara^ 
authors do not altogether agree: fome declare that, fooa 
Wearied of livirig in obfcurity, and growing impatient to re- 
trieve the duke*s favour, he had refolved, of his own accord, 
to throw himfelf on that prlnde^s gcnerofity : this opinion 
feems indeed drawn from Taflb's own words, in a letter 
written by him to the duke of Urbino, in which he declares 
^' that he had endeavoured to make his peace with the 
" duke, and hadibr that purpofe written feverally to him, 
" the dutchisfs of Fehrara, the dutchefs of Urblnd, and the 
** priricels Leonora ; yet never received ^ny anfwer but 
** flroni the laft, who affured him it was not in her power 
" to render him any fervice." We fee here that Taflb ac- 
knowledges himfelf the receipt of a letter from the princefi; 
and in regard to what he fays to be the purport of it, it is 
highly reafonable to fuppofe, that he would be very Cau- 
tious of divulging the real eontehts to the duke of Urbino, . 
when his affaifs with that lady were fo delicately circum- 
fianced. This apparent care to conceal the nature of his 
correfpondencc with her, feems to corroborate the former 
fuppofitions of his uncommon attachment to her; and 
when all circumftances are confidered, we believe it will 
appear more than probable that he returned to Ferrara at 
the particular injunftion of Leonora. 

The duke received Taffo with great feeming fatisfa^lion^ 
and gave him frefh marks of his edeem : but this was not 
all that Taflb expected ; his great defire was to be mafter 
of his own works, and he was very earned that his writings 
might be reftored to him, which were in the duke's poflef- 
* Hon ; but this was what he could by no means obtain : his 
enemies bad gained fuch an afcendancy over the mind of 
c 2 Alphonfo, 
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AlphonfO) that they made him believe, or pretend to be- 
lieve, that the poet had loft all his fire, and that in his pre- 
fent fituation he was incapable of producing any thing new, 
or of correfting his poems : he therefore exhorted him to 
think only of leading a quiet and eafy life fof the fature : 
but Taflb was fenfibly vexed at this proceeding, and be- 
lieved the duke wanted hiiti entirely to relinquifli his ftu- 
dies, and pafs the remainder of his days in idlenefs and 6b- 
fcurity. *' He would endeavour" (fays he, in bis letter to 
the duke of Urbino) *' to make me a iliameful deferter of 
Parnaffus for the gardens of Epicurus, for fcenes of plea- 
sures unknown to Virgil, Catullus, Horace, and even 
Lucretius himfelf." 

Taffo reiterated his entreaties to have his writings rer- 
flored to him, but the duke continued inflexible, and, to 
. complete our poet's vexation, all accefs to the princeffes 
was denied him ; fatigued at length with ufeleGs remoi>- 
llrances, he once more quitted Ferrara, and fled (as he 
expreflTes it himfelf) like another Bias, leaving behind hiip 
even his books and manufcripts. 

He then went to Mantua, where he found duke Gogli- 
elmo in a decrcpid age, and little difpofed to protedl him 
againft the duke of Ferrara : the Prince Vincentio Gonzaga 
received him indeed with great carefles, but was too young 
to take him under his protedlion. From theiicc be weiit 
to Padua and Venice, but carrying with him in every part 
his fears of the duke of Ferrara, he at laft had recourfe to 
the duke of Urbino *, who (hewed him great kindnefs, bvrt 
. perhaps was very little .inclined to embroil himfelf with his 
brother-in-law, on fuch an account: he advifeil Taffo ra- 
ther to return to Ferrara, which counfel he took, refolving 
once more to try his fortune with the duke. 

Alphonfo, it may be, exaCperatcd at Taffo's flight, and 
pretending to believe that application to ftudy had entirely 
difordered his underftanding, and that a ftriil regimen was 
jieceflary to reftore him to his former ftate, caufed him to 

* Ana« act. 35. 
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be ftridUy confined in the hofprtal of St. Anne. TaiTo tried 
every metliod to foften the duke and obtain his liberty ; but 
the duke coldly anfwered thofe who applied to him, '* that 
inftead of concerning themfelves with the complaints of 
a perfon in his condition, who was very little capable of 
judging for his own good, they ought rather to exhort him 
patiently to fubmit to fuch remedies, as were judged proper 
for his circumftances." 

This confinement threw Tafib into the deeped defpair; 
he abandoned himfelf to his misfortunes, and the methods 
that were made ufe of for the cure of his pretended madneis 
had nearly thrown him into an abiblute delirium. His 
imagination was fo didurbed that he believed the caufe of 
his diftemper was not natural ; he foraetimes fancied him- 
felf hai:rnted by a fpirit, that continually difordered his 
books and papers ; and thefe flrange notions were perhaps 
llrengthened by the tricks that were played him by his 
keeper. While Tafib continued in this melancholy {itua<» 
tion, he is faid to have written the following elegant fim- 
ple and afFe6)ing lines, which cannot well be tranflated 
into Englifh vcrfe : 

Tu che ne vai in Pindo 

Ivi pende mia cetra ad un cipreflb, 

Salutala in mio nome, e dille poi 

Ch'io fon dagl' anni e da fortuna oppreflfo *• 

This fecond confinement of Taflb was much longer 
than the firfl. He applied in vain to the pope, the empe* 
tor, and all the powers of Italy, to obtain his liberty : till, 
at laft, after feven years imprifonment, he gained what he 
fo ardently wifhed for, jn the following manner. 

Caefar of Efle having brought his new fpoufe, Virginia 
ofMedicis, to Ferrara, all the relations of that illuftrious 
houfe affemhled together on this occafion, and nothing was 
feen in the whole city but feftivals and rejoicings. Vin- 

* Thou that goeft to Pindus, where my harp hangs on a cyprefs, falu^s 
It in my name, and fay that I am opptefled with years and misfortunes. 

centa 
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cento Gonzaga^ prince of Mantua, particularly diftin* 
gui(hed himfelf among the grejit pcrfonages then at the 
duke'^ court. This nobleman interceded fo earneilly with 
Alpbonfo for Taflb's liberty, that he at laft obtained It *, 
and carried him with him to Mantua, where he lived with 
him, fome time after the death of dvike Gqglielmo, highly 
favoured. 

It is faid that the young prince, who was naturally gay, 
being dedrous to authorife his pleafures by the example of 
a philofopher, introduced one day into Taflb's company 
three fifters, to fing and play upon inftruments ; theie 
ladies were all very handfome, but not of the nioft rigid 
Tirtue. After fome fliort difcourfc, he told Taflb, that he 
fhould take two of them away, and would leave one be-- 
hind, and bade him take his choice. Taflb anfwered; 
** that it coft Paris very dear to give the preference to one 
of the Goddefles, and therefore, with his permiflion, he de- 
figned to retain the three," The prince took him at his 
Wpr^, and departed ; when Taflb, after a little converfatlon, 
diftnifled them all handfomely with prefents. 

At laft, weary of living in a continual ftate of depend- 
ence, he refolved to retire to N;ipies, and endeavour tq 
recover his mother's jointure, which had been feized upon 
by her relations when he went into exile with his father 
Bernardo. This appeared the only means to place him in 
the condition of life he fo much defired. He applied to 
his friends, and having procured favourable letters to the 
viceroy, he took leave of the duke of Mantua and repaired 
to Bergamo t> where he flayed fome time, ^nd from thence 
went to Na|Jes J. 

While Taflb continued at Naples, dividing his time be^ 
tween his ftudies and the profecution of his law-fuit, the 
young count of Palena, by whom he was highly efteemed, 
perfuaded him to take up his refidence with him for fome 
time : but in this aflair he had not confulted the prince of 
Conca, his father, who, though he had a value for Taflb» 

# Ann* aet. 42* f Ann. set. 43. % A^nn^ ipt 44. 
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j€i could not approve of hk (bn's receiving into his houfe 
the only perfon that remained of a family once devoted to . 
the prince of Salerno. A contention being likely to enfue, 
on this account, betwixt the father and fon, Taflb, with 
his ufual goodnefs of difpofition, to remove ^11 occafion of 
difpute, withdrew from Naples, and retired to Bifaccio *, 
with his friend Manfo, in whofe company he lived fome 
time with great tranquillity* 

In this place Manfo bad an opportunity to escamine the 
fingular eiFei£b of Taflp-'s melancholy ; and often difputed 
with him jconixrning a familiar fpirit, which he pretended 
to converTe >vith. Manfo endeavoured in vain to peffuade 
his friend that the whole was the illufion of a difturbed 
imagination : but the latter was flrenuous in maintaining 
the reality of what he afferted ; and, to convince Manfo, 
defired him to be prefent at one of thofe myfterious con- 
verfations. Manfo had the complaifance to meet him the 
next day, and while they were engaged in difcourie, on a 
fudden he obferved that Taflb kept his eyes fixed upon a 
window, and remained in a manner immoveable : he called 
him by his name feveral times, but received no anfwer : at 
laft Taflb cried out, *' There is the friendly fpirit who is 
come to converfe with me : look, and you will be con* 
vinced of the truth of all that Thave faid." Manfo heard 
him with furprife : he looked, but few nothing except the 
fun-beams darting through the window: he caft his eyes 
all over the room, bqt could perceive nothing, and was 
juft going to aflc where the pretended fpirit was, when he 
heard Taflb fpeak with great earneftneis, fometimes put- 
ting queftioas to the fpirit, and fometimes giving anfwers, 
delivering the whole in fuch a pleafing manner, and with - 
fuch elevated expreflions, that he liflened with admiration, 
and had not the lead inclination to interrupt l^im. At lafl: 
this uncommon converfation ended with the departure of 
the fpirit, as appeared by Taflb*s words : who turning to* 
wards Manfo, afls-ed him if his doubts were removed. 

• Ann* at. 45* 
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Manfo was more amazed than ever ; he fcarce knew what 
to think of his friend's fituation, and waved any furdier 
converfation on the fubje£t. 

At the approach of winter they returned to Naples, when 
the prince of Palena again preficid Taflb to refide with him ; 
but TafTo, who judged it highly unadvifeable to coipply 
with his requeft, refolved to retire to Rome, and wait there 
the iflue of his law-fuit. He lived in that city about^ 
year in high efteem with pope Sextus V, when being In* 
vited to Florence by Ferdinando, grand' duke of Tufcany, 
who had been cardinal at Rome, when Tafib firft rieGded 
there, and who now employed the pope's intereft to procure 
a vifit from him, he could not withftand fuch folicitations, 
but went to Florence, where he met with a moft gracious 
reception *. Yet not all the carefles he received at tho 
duke's court, nor all the promifes of that prince, could 
overcome his love for his native country, or leflen the ar* 
dent defire he had to lead a retired and independent life* 
He therefore took his leave of the grand duke, who would 
have loaded him with prefents ; but Tafib, as ufual, could . 
be prevailed upon to accept of no more than wa$ neceflary 
for his prefent qccafions. He returned to Naples by the 
way of Rome t> and the old prince of Conca dying about 
this time, the young count of Palena prevailed upon Taflb, 
by the mediation of Manfb, to accept of an apartment in 
his palace. Here he applied himfelf to a correfiion of his 
Jerusalem, or rather to compofe a new work entitled 
Jbrltsalem Conquered, which he had begun during 
his firft refidence at Naples. The prince of Conca, being 
jealous left any one (hould deprive him of the poet and 
poem, caufed him to be fo narrowly watched that Taflb 
obferved it, and being difpleafed at fuch a proceeding, left 
' the prince's palace and retired to his friend Manfo's, where 
he lived mafter of himfelf and his a£lions ; yet he ftil) 
contipvied upon good terms with the prince of Concs^t 

• Ann. acu 46. f Aniu fet. 47. 
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In a (hort time after he publiflied his Jbhusalck 
Conquered, which poem, as a French writer obferves *, 
** is a fufficient proof of the injuftice of the criticifms that 
have been pafied upon his Jerusalem Delivered^ fmoe 
'the Jerusalem CoNQUEREDt in which he endeavoured 
to conform himfelf to the tafte of his critics, was not re- 
ceived with the iame approbation as the former poem, 
where he had entirely given himfelf up \q the enthu- 
jiafm of his genius/' He had likewife defigned a third 
correction of the fame poem, which, as we are informed, 
was to have been partly compounded of the Jerusalem 
Delivered and Conquered ; but this work was never 
^completed. The above-cited author remarks, ^< that in all 
probability, this laft performance would not have equaUed 
the firft f and indeed our poet feems to owe his fame to 
the Jerusalem Delivered, the fecond poem upon that 
fubjeiS): being little known. 

Manib's garden commanded a full profped of the fea« 
Taflb and his friend being one day in a fummer-honfe 
with' Scipio Bdprato, Manib's brother-in-law, obferving 
the waves agitated with a furious ftorm, Belprato {aid, 
'' that he was aftonifhed at the raihnefs and folly of men 
who would expofe .themfelves to the rage of fo mercileft 
an element, where fuch numbers had fufFered fhipwreck." 
** And yet" (faid Taflb) " we every night go without 
fear to bed, where fo many die every hour. Believe me, 
death will find us in all parts, and thofe places^ that apjiear 
die leaft expofed, are not always the moit fecure from his 
attacks." 

While Taflb lived with his friend Manfo, cardinal Hip- 
polito Aldobrandini fucceeded to the papacy by the name 
of Clement VIII. - His two nephews, Cynthio and Pietro 
Aldobrandini, were created cardinals: the firft, afterwards 
called the cardinal of St. George, was the eldefl, a great 
patron of fcience, and a favourer of learned men : he had 
known Taflb when he refided laft at Rome, and had the 
greatefl efleem for him ; and now fo earneftly invited him 

* vie du Tail^^ a Amilerdam 1693. 
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to Rome, that he could not refufe, but once more aban- 
doned his peaceful retreat at Naples. 

The confines of -the Ecdefiaftical ftate being infeftrd 
with bandmi, travellers, for fccurity, go together in hrge 
companies. Taflb jotned himfelf to one of thefe; but 
when they came within fight of Mola, a little town near 
Gaieta, they received intelligence that Sciarra^ a fanoous 
captain of robbers, was near at hand with a great body of 
men. Tafib was of opinion, that they fhould continue 
their journey, and endeavour to defend themfelves, if at- 
tacked : however, this advice was over-ruled, and they 
threw themfelves for fafety into Mola, in which place they 
femained for fome time in a manner blocked up by Sciarra.. 
But this outlaw, hearing that Taflb was one of the com- 
pany, ient a meflage to aflure him that he might pafs in 
iafety,. and-oifered himfelf to condu£t him. whenever he 
pleafed. Taflb returned him thanks, but declined accepts 
ing the offer, not choofing, perhaps, to> rely on the word 
of a peribn of fuch chara Aer. Sciarra,. opon this, feiit a 
fecond meflage, by which he informed Taflb,^ that, upon 
bis account, he would withdraw his men, and leave die 
ways open. He accordingly did fo, and Taflb, continuing 
his journey, arrived without any accident at Rome, where 
lie was moft gracioufly welcomed by the two cardinals and 
the pope himfelf. Taflb applied himfelf in a particular 
manner to cardinal Cynthio, who had been the means of his- 
coming to Rome ; yet he negle6ted not to make his court 
to cardinal Aldobrandini, and he very frequently converfed 
with both of them. One day the two cardinals held an af- 
fembly of feveral prelates, to confuk, among other things, of 
Ibme method to put a ftep to the licenfe of the Pafquinades^ 
One propofed that Pafquin's flatue (hould be broken to 
pieces and caft into the river. But Taflb's opinion being 
a&ed, he faid, ** it would be much more prudent to let it 
leroatn where it was ; for otherwife from the fragments of 
' the ftatue would be bred an infinite number of fi-ogs on the 
banks of the T) ber, that would never ceafe to croak day 
9nd night." The pope, to whom cardinal Aldobrandini 

related 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE LIFE OF TASSO. xliS 

lielatecl what had paiTed, interrogated Taffo upon the fub- 
je£t.. " It is true, holy father," (faid he) ** fuch was my 
opinion ; and 1 fhall add moreover, that if your hoVmefi 
would filence Pafquin, the only way is to put fuch" people 
into employments as may give no occafion to any libels or 
diCiiFcaed difcourfe." 

At laft, being again difgufted with the life of a courtieft 
be obtained permiflion to retire to Naples to profecute his 
Jaw-fuit *. At his arrival there, he took up his lodging ia 
the convent of St. Severin, with the fathers of St. Benedict. 

Thji3 wias Taflb once more in a ftate of tranquillity and 
retirement, fo highly agreeable to his difpofition, when car- 
dinal Cynthio again found means to recal him, by prevail- 
ing on the pope to give him the honour of being folemnly 
crowned with laurel in the capitol. Though Taflb him* 
felf was not in the leaft defirous of fuch pomp, yet he 
yielded to the perfuafion of others, particularly of his deat* 
friend Manfo, to whom he protefted that he went merely at 
liis earned deflre, not with any expedlation of the promifed 
triumph, which he had a fecret prefage would never be* 
He was greatly afFefled at parting from Manfo, and took 
his leave of him as of one he fliould never fee again* ♦ 

In his way he pafled by Mount Caflino, to pay his devo* 
tion to the relicks of St. Benedifk, for whom he had a par- 
ticular veneration. He fpent the feftival of Chrillmas in 
that monaftery, and from thence repaired to Rome, where 
he arrived in the beginning of the year 1595 t« He wai ' 
jnet at the entrance of that city by many prelates and perr 
fons of diftindlion, and was afterwards introduced, by the 
two cardinals Cynthio and Pietro, to the prefence of the 
pope» who was pleafed to tell him, ** that his merit would 
add as much honour to the laurel he was going to receive, 
ps that crown had formerly given to thofe on whom it had 
hitherto been beftowed." 

Nothing was now thought of but the approaching fo- 
lemnity ; orders were given to decorate not only the pope*$ 

• Ana. xt. 50. t Ann. at. 51. 

palace 
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pa]ace and the capitoI, but all the prtncipal fireets throug)i 
which the procefTion was to pafs. Yet Taflb appeared little 
moved with thefe preparations, which he faid w6uld be in 
vain : and being fhewn a (bnnet compofed upon the occa- 
fion by his relation, Hercole Taflb, he aniwered by the 
following verfe of Seneca : 

Magnlfica verba mors prope admota excutit. 

His prefages were but too true, for, while they waited 
for fair weather to celebrate the folemnity, cardinal Cynthio 
fell ill, and continued for feme time indifpofed ; and, as 
foon as the cardinal began to recover, Taflb himfelf was 
feized with his lad ficknefs. 

Though he had only completed his fifty-firft year, bis 
.^^iludies and misfortunes had brought on a premature old age. 
Being perfuaded that his end was approaching, be refolved 
to fpend the few days he had yet to live in the monaftery of 
St. Onuphrius. He was carried thither in cardinal Cyn- 
ihio's coach, and received with the utmoft tendernefs by the 
prior and brethren of that order. His difteroper was now fa 
far increafed, and his ftrength fo exhaufled, that all kind 
cf medicifje proved inefFedlual. On the tenth of April he 
was taken with a violent fev^r, occaiioned perhaps by hav- 
ing eaten fome milk, a kind of aliment be was particularly 
fond of. His life now feemed in imminent danger : the 
moft famous phyficians in Rome tried all their art, but in 
vain, to relieve him ; he grew worfe and worfe every day. 
Rinaldini, the pope's phyfician and Ta0b*s intimate friend, 
having informed him that his laft hour was near at hand, 
Taflb embraced him tenderly, and with a compofed coun- 
tenance returned him thanks for his tidings ; then looking 
up to heaven, he *' acknowledged the goodnefs of God, 
who was at laft pleafed to bring him fafe into port after fo 
long a florm.** From that time his mind feemed entirely 
difentangled from earthly afFai.n : he received the facrament 
in the chapel of the monaftery, being condufted thither by 
the brethren. When he was brought back to his chamber, 
he was afked where he wifhed to be interred; he anfwcred 

in 
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in the church of St. Onuphrius ; and being defired to leave 
fome memorial of his will in writing, and to didbte himfelf 
the epitaph that fhould be engraven on his tomb ; he fmiled 
and faid, " tliat in regard to the firft, he had little worldly 
goods to leave, and as to the fecond, a plain ftone would 
fuffice to cover him." He left cardinal Cynthio his heir, 
and defired that his own pi<Jiure might be given to Gio- 
vanni Baptifta Manfo, which had been drawn by his direc- 
tion. At length having attained the fourteenth day of his 
illnefs, he received the extreme un£lion. Cardinal Cynthio 
hearing that he was at the laft extremity, came to vifit 
him, and brought him the pope's benediction, a grace 
never conferred in this manner but on cardinals and per- 
fons of the firft diftini^ion. Taflb acknowledged this ho- 
nour with great devotion and humility, and faid, *' that 
this was the crown he came to receive at Rome.'* The- * 
cardinal having afked him " if he had any thing further to 
defifc,** he replied, " the only favour he had now to beg of 
him, was, that he would coIle<ft together the copies of 
all his works (particularly his Jerusalem Delivered, 
which he efteemed moft imperfedl) and commit them to 
the flames : this talk, he confefled, might be iSund fome- 
thing difficult, as ihofe pieces were difperfed abroad in fo 
many different places, but yet he trufted it would not be 
found altogether impraflicable.** He was fo earneft in his 
rcqueft, that the cardinal, unwilling to difcorapofe him by 
a rcfuial, gave him fuch a doubtful anfwer as led him to 
• believe that his defire would be complied with, Taflb then 
requefting to be left alone, the cardinal took his farewel of 
him with tears in his eyes, leaving with him his confeflbr 
and fome of the brethren of the monaftery. In this con- 
dition he continued all night, and till the middle of next 
day, the 25th of April, being the feftival of St. Mark, 
when finding himfelf fainting, he embraced his crucifix, 
wttering thefe words : In manus tuas^ Domine^^hvX expired 
. before he could finifli the fentence. 

Taflb 
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Taflb was tall and well-fliaped, his complexion fair, but 
father pale through ficknefs and ftudy ; the hair of his head 
was of a cheftnut colour, but that of his beard fomewhat 
lighter, thick and buihy ; his forehead fc^uare and high, his 
head large, and the fore part of it, towards the end of his 
life, altogether bald ; his eye-brows were dark ; his eyes full, 
piercing, and of a clear blue ^ his nofe large, his lips thin, 
bis teeth well fet and white ; his neck well proportioned ; 
bis bread full ; his (boulders broad, and all his limbs more 
finewy then flefby. His voice was ftrong, clear, and fo- 
lemn ; he fpoke with deliberation, and generally reiterated 
bis laft words : he feldom laughed, and never to excefs. 
He was very expert in the exercifes of the body. In his 
oratory, he ufed little aflion, and rather pleafed by the ' 
beauty and force of his exprefGons, than by the graces of 
gefture and utterance, that compofe fo great a part of elo- 
cution. Such was the exterior of TafTo: as to his mental 
qualities, he appears to have been a great genius, and a foul 
elevated above the common rank of mankind. It is faid q£ 
bim, that there never was a fcholar more humble, a wit 
more devout, or a man more amiable in fociety. Never 
fatisfied with his works, even when they rendered his name 
famous throughout the world ; always fatisfied with his 
condition, even when he wanted every thing ; entirely re- 
lying on Providence and his friends ; vvithout malevolence 
towards his greateft enemies ; only widiing fof riches that 
be might be ferviceable to others, and making a fcruple to 
receive or keep any thing himfelf that was not abfolutely 
neceffary. So blamelefs and regular a life could not but be 
ended by a peaceaibic death, which carried him off anno 
J 595, in the My-fecond year of his age. 

He was buried the fame evening, without pomp, accord- 
ing to his defire, in the church of St. Onuphrius, and his 
body was covered with a plain ftone. Cardinal Cynthio 
had purpofed to tvt€i a magnificent monument to his me- 
mory, but the deCgn was fo long prevented by fickneis and 
other accidents, that, ten years after, Manfo coming to 
Rome^ went to vifit his friend'$ remainSi and would have • 

taken 
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ts^en on himlelf the care of building a tomb to him ; but 
this cardinal Cynthio would by no means pecmit^ having 
determined himlelf to pay that duty to Taflb. However, 
Manfo prevailed fo far as to have the follomnjg; u^nk 
«f)grayen on the ftone : 

HIC lACET TORQVATVS TASSVS. 

Cardinal Cynthio dying without putting his defign m 
execution^ cardinal Bonifacio Bevilacqua, of an illuftrious 
^rnily of Ferrara, caufed a ftately fepulchre to be er«&« 
ed, in the church of St. Onuphrius, over the remains 
of a Man whofe works had made all other monuments 
fuperfluous. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The Chriflians, having affcmbled a vaft army under dilFercirt 
Jeaders^ for the recovery of Jerufalem from the Saracens, after 
various fucceflTes, encamped in the plains of Tortofa. At this 
thne the a^ion of the Poem begins, God fends his angel to 
the camp, and commands Godfrey to fummon a council of the 
chiefs. The aflembly meets. Godfrey, with univerfal con- 
fcnt, is eledied commander in chief of all the Chriftian forces. 
,He reviews the army. The different nations defcribed. The 
names and qualities of the leaders. The army begins its march 
towards Jerufalem. Aladine, king of Jerufalem, alarmed at 
the progrefs of the Ciiriftians, makes preparations for the 
defence of the city. 
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BOOK I. 

Arms^ and the chief I ling^ whole righteous haiids 
Redeemed the tomb of Christ from impious bands; 
Who much in council^ much in field fuftain^dj 
Till juft fuccefs his glorious labours gain'd: 
In rain the powers of hell oppos'd his cour^^ 
And Afia's arms^ and Lybia's mingled force i 
Heaven blefs*d his ftandards, and beneath his care 
Reduced his wandering partners of the war. 

O facred Mufc" ! who ne'er^ in Ida's (hade. 
With fading laurels deck*ft thy radiant head ; 



* O facred Mufel-^'] Some Italian commentators fuppofe 
the poet intends the Virgin Mary 5 thus Ixkewife mentioned by 
Petrarch^ Coronata di Jieiier^hvLt it probably means no mor« 
than a general appeal to fome cdeAial being, in oppoiition to the 
Pagan theology. 
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But (itfft enthroned, with ftars immortal crown'd n 
Where blifsfiil choirs their hallow'd ftpains rcfoundi 
Do thou inflame me with celeftial fire, 
Aflift my labours, and my fong infpire : 
Forgive me, if with truth I fiftion join, 
And grace the verfe with other charms than thine. 
Thou know'fl:, the world with eager transport throng 
Where fweet Parnaflus breathes the tuneful fong j 
That truth can oft, in pleafing ftrains convey'd. 
Allure the fanc^, and the mind perfuade. 
Thus the fick infant's taftc** difguis'd to meet. 
We tinge the vcflfers brim with juices fweet ; 
The bitter draught his willing lip receives ; 
He drinks deceived, and fo deceived he lives* 

Thus Milton : 

Defcond firom heaven, Uraoia» by that name 
If rightly thou arfcall'd^ whofe voice divine 
Following^ above th' Olympian hill I foar, 
' Above the flight of Pegafean wing. 
The meaning, not &e name, Ixall : for thou 
Nor of the 'Mufes nine, nor on the top 

Of old Olympian dwdl*ft 

Paradise Lost, Book vii. v. I. 

' This theficlt, h^an£s tqfte — ^]. Thia admired fimile is inutated 
from Lucretius: 

Sed veluti pueris abfynthia tetra medentes 
Cum dare conantur, prius oras pocula circum 
Contingunt dulci mcllis; flavoque liquore, &c.-— »Lib. iv« 
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Thou, great Alphonfq^l who from Fortune's power 
Haft fafely braii^( rine to the peaceful fliore ; 26 
When, like a wand'ret, o'er the fcas I pafs'd 
Amid thf threajteiling rock$ and watry.wafte'; 
Vouchfafp, With fmiles, my labours to furvcjr ; 
Thefe votjye lines to thee the Mtifcs pay. ; 
Some ftiture f imc: iriay teach, my loftier lays 
To (ing thy aftionsf and record thy praife i. 
If e'er the Chriftian powers their ftrife forbear. 
And join their, forces for a nobler warj 
With fteeds and yeiTels pafi to diftant Thrace, 
To g^ih their cpflquefts from a barbarot» race; 
To thee the fway of earth they mitifl; refign. 
Or, if thOii rather chdpfe,; the ica be thine : , 
Meanwhile^' to rival Godfrey's ^orious name. 
Attend, and i:()t<ze ,thy f^id to martial &mc. 

Five times the fun his annual circuit ran^ 
Since firft |:he Chriftian powers the war began : 
By fierce affault, already Nice'* they held; 
And made, by ftfatagem, proud Antioch yields 

< '^Al/^n/h /— ] * Alphonfo of Efte, duke of Fcrrara, 
* —iV/c^— ] The city where Solyman, king of the Turks, a 
pKn^pal chamber in the poem, once lield his feat of empire. 
9 — l,y firaiagenty ^oud Antioch yuidi — 1 This city having 
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There, with undaunted hearts, maintained their poft, 
Againft the numbers of the Perfian hoft. 46. 

Tortofa won, the wintry months appear. 
And clofe the conquefts of the glorious year. 
The feafon that opposed the victor's force. 
Began to yield to fpring's benignant courfe ; 
When now th* Eternal, from his awful height, 
Enthron'd in pureft rays of heavenly light, 
(As far removed above the ftarry fpheres. 
As Hell's foundations from the diftant ftars) 
Caft on the fubjedt world his piercing eyes, 
And viewed at once the feas, the earth, and fkies 1 
He turn'd his looks intent on Syria's lands. 
And mark'd the leaders of the Chriftian bands j 
No fecret from his fearching eye concealed,, 
But all their bofoms to his view reveal'd. 
Godfrey he fees, who. burns with zeal to chacc 
From Sion's wall the Pagans' impious race ; 
And, while religious fires his breaft inflame, 
Defpifcs worldly empire, wealth, and fame... 
Far other fchemes in Baldwin next he views, 
Whofe reftlefs heart ambition's track purfues* 

been befieged eight months by the Chridians, was at laft taken: 
by ftratagem^ by means of ope Fyrrhus, who delivered a fort 
into the hands of Ecemond. 
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Tancred he fees his life no longer prize^ ej 

The infcnfate viftim of a woman's eyes ! 

Bcemond he marks, intent to fix his reign 

In Antioch's town, his new-acquir'd domain ; 

With laws and arts the people to improve. 

And teach the worfliip of the powers above: 

And while theie thoughts alone his foul divide^ 

The prince is loft to every care befide. 

He then beholds in young Rinaldo's breaft^ 

A warlike mind that fcorn'd ignoble reft : 

Nor hopes of gold or power the youth inflame^ 

But facred thirft of never-dying fame; 

From Guelpho's lip$,with kindling warmth, he hears 

The ancients' glory, and their deeds reveres. 

When now the Sovereign of the world had feen 
The cares and aims below of mortal men; 
He caird on Gabriel, from th* angelic race. 
Who held in glorious rank the fecond place '^ 
A faithful nunciate from the throne above^ 
Djvinc interpreter of heavenly love ! 

^ He caJTd on Galriel, from tS angelic race. 
Who held in glorious rank the fecond flaceyl '< That is, 
apaoDgft the feven fpirits that are faid to Hand before the throne 
of God, Michael, Gabriel, Lanaael, Raphael, Zacharieli An;ae]^ 
Mi Oriphid/* Gvetayiki. 
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He bears the mandate from the realms of light, s7 
And wafts our prayers before th* Almighty's fight. 

To him th' Eternal : — Speed thy rapid way^ 
And thus to Godfrey's ear our words convey : 
Why this negleft ? Why linger thus the bands 
To free Jerufalem from iqfipious hands ? 
Let him to council bid the chiefs repair. 
There rouze the tardy to purfue the war : 
The power fupreme on him they (ball beftow, 
I here eledb him for my chief below : 
The reft (hall to his fway fubmiffive yield, 
Companions once, now fubjefts in the field. 

He iaid ; and ftraight with zealous ardour preft, 
Gabriel prepares to obey his Lord's behcft. 
He clothes bis heavenly form with ether light. 
And make$ it vifible to human fight j 
In fliape and limbs like one of earthly race. 
But brightly (hining with celeftial grace : 
A youth he feem'd, in manhood's ripening years. 
On the fmooth cheek when firft the down appearsi 
Refulgent rays his beauteous locks enfold ; 
White are his nimble wings, and cdg'd with gold : 
With thefe through winds and clouds he cuts his wayi 
Flies o'er the land, and ikims along the fea. 
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Thus (food th' angelic power prepared for flighti m 
Then inftant darted from th' empyreal height; 
Dircft to Lebanon his courfe he bent. 
There closed his plunnes, and made his firft defcenti 
Thence with new fpced his airy wings he ftccr*d, 
Till now in fight Tortofa's plains appear'd* 

The cheerful fun his ruddy progrefs held. 
Part rais'd above the waves, and part concealed : 
Now Godfrey, as accuftom'd, rofe to pay 
His pure devotions with the dawning ray: 
When the bright form appearing from the eaft, 
More fair than opening morn, the chief addrels'd. 

Again rcturn'd the vernal feafbn view. 
That bids the hoft their martial toils renew : 
What, Godfrey, now withholds the Chriftians bands 
To free. Jcrufalcm from impious hands ? 
Go, to the council every chief invite. 
And to the pious taik their fouls incite. 
Heaven makes thee general of his hoft belqw. 
The reft fubmiflive to thy rule ftiall bow. 
Difpatch*d from God *s eternal throne I came, 
To bring thefe tidings in his awful name : 
P think 1 what zeal, what glory now demands 
From fuch a hoft committed to thy hands ! 
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He ccas*d, and ccafing, yanifh'd from his fight -135 
To the pure regions of his native light ; 
While, with his words and radiant looks amaz'd,. 
The pious Godfrey long in filcnce gaz'd. 
But when, his firft furprizc and wonder fled. 
He pondered all the heavenly vifion faid; 
What ardour then poflefs'd his fwelling mind 
To end the war, his glorious talk affign'd ! 
Yet no ambitious thoughts his breaft inSame, 
(Though fingled thus from ev'ry earthly name) 
But with his own, his Maker's will conlpires, 
Aod adds new fuel to his native fires. 

Then flraight the heralds round with fpeed he fends 
To call the council of his warlike friends j 
]pftch word employs the fleeping zeal to raifc> 
And wake the foul to deeds of martial praife. 
So well his reafons and his prayers were join'd. 
As pleased at once, and won the vanquifh'd mind. 

The leaders came, the fubjedt troops obey'd. 
And Bcemond only from th^ fummons ftay'd. 
Part wait without enc^mp'd (a numerous band) 
While part Tortofa in her walls detained* 
And now the nriighty chiefs in council fate, ' 
(A glorious fynod !} ^t the grand debate i 
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\^hen> rifing in the mldft, with awful look, 129 

And pleafing voice^ the pious Godfrey fpoke. 

Ye facrcd warriors ! whom th' Almighty Power 
Selefbs his pure religion to reftore^ 
And fafe has led^ by his preferving hand. 
Through llorms at (ea, and hoftile wiles by land 1 
"What rapid courfe our conquering arms have run! 
What rebel lands to his fubjedion won! 
How o'er the vanquifh'd nations (pread the fame 
Of his dread enfigns^ and his holy name! 
Yet, not for this we left our natal leats. 
And the dear pledges of domeftic fwects; 
On treacherous feas the rage of ftorms to darc^ 
And all the perils of a foreign war: 
For this, an end unequal to your arms. 
Nor bleeds the combat, nor the conqueft: charms : 
Nor fuch reward your matchlefs labours claim^ 
Barbarian Kingdoms, and ignoble fame! 
Far other prize our pious toils muft crown; 
We fight to conquer Sion*s hallow'd town; 
To free from fervile yoke the Chriitian train 
Opprefs'd fo long, in flavery's gallihg chab^ 
To found in Paleftine a regal feat. 
Where piety may find a fafe retreat; 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



la JERUSALEM BdoK r. 

Where none the pilgrim's zeal fhall more oppofe, iga 

To adore the tomb» and pay his grateful vows. 

Full many dangerous trials have we known^ 

But little honour all our toils have won ; 

Our purpofe loft, while indolent we ftay, 

Or turn the force of arms a different way. 

Why gathers Europe fuch a hoft from far. 

And kindles Afia with the flames of war? 

Lo! all th' event our mighty deeds have Ihown-* 

Not kingdoms rais'd, but kingdoms overthrown! 

Who thinks an empire midft his foes to found. 

With countlefs Infidels encompafs'd round s 

Where prudence little hopes from Grecian lands^ 

And diftant lie remov'd the weftern bands, 

Infenfate furely plans his future doom. 

And raftily builds his own untimely tomb. 

The Turks and Perfians routed, Antioch won. 

Are gallant afts, and challenge due renown. 

Thefe were not ours, but wroughf by him whofe hand 

With fuch fuccefs has crown'd our favoured band. 

But if, foi]getful of that aid divine, 

We turn thefe bleffings from the firft defign ; 

Th* Almighty Giver may forfake our name. 

And nations round revile our former fame. 
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Forbid it, heaven ! fuch favour (hould be loft, 207 

And vainly lavifli'd on a thanklefs hoft! 

All great defigns to one great period tend. 

And every part alike refpefts its end. 

Th' aufpicious feafon bids the i^ar proceed j 

The country open, and the pafles freed : 

Why march we not with fpeed to reach the town. 

The prize decreed our conquering arms to crown ? 

To what I now protelV, ye chiefs! give ear, 

(The prefent times, the future age (hall hear 5 

The hoft of faints be witnefs from above) 

The time is ripe the glorious taflc to prove. 

The longer paufe we make our hopes are lefi. 

Delays may change our now affur'd fucccfs. 

My mind foretels, if long our march is ftaid, 

Sion will gain from Egypt powerful aid. 

He ceas'd ; a murmur at his words enfti'd : 
When from his feat the hermit Peter*^ ftood j 

« — the kertmt Peter — ^] Peter, commonly called the hermit, 
vas a Dative of Amiens, had made the pilgrimage to Jerufalem» 
and being affe^ed with the dangers to which the pilgrima 
were expofed fince the infidels had gained pofTeifion of the 
Holy Land, fir ft entertained the bold, and to all appearance im- 
pradicable idea, of eilablifliing'the Chriftians in Jerufalera. He 
went from province to province, with a crucifix in his hand, ex- 
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Who fate with princes their debates to Ihare; 225 
The holy author of this pious war. 

What Godfrey fpcaks with ardour I approve. 
Such obvious truths muft every bofom move; 
*Tis yours, O chiefs! to own its genuine power; 
But let me add to his one counfel more. 
When now, revolving in my careful mind, 
I view our aftions paft, by ftrife disjoined; 
Our jarring wills; our difunited force; 
And many plans obftrufted in their courfc ; 
Methinks my judgment to their Ipring can trace 
The troubled motions that our caufc difgrace. 
*Tis in that power, in many leaders join'd. 
Of various tempers, and difcordant mind. 
If o'er the reft no fovereign chief prefidc. 
To allot the feveral pofts, the talks divide; 
To fcourge th* offender, or rewards beftow; 
What riot and mifrule the date overflow ! 



dting the princes and people to the holy war ; and we I^ave the 
incredible account from contemporary authors, that fix millions 
of perfons aflumed the crofs, which was affixed to their right 
ihoulder^ and was the badge that diftinguiihed fuch as deVoted 
themfelves to this holy warfare. 

Sec Robcrtfon's Hiflory of Charles V. v. i, and Hume*i 
Hiftory of England, v.i. 
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Then in one body join our focial band, 243 

And truft the rule to one important hand ; 
To him refign the fceptre and the fway. 
And him their king th* united hoft obey. 

Here ceas'd the reverend fage. O zeal divine ! 
What bofoms can withftand a power like thine? 
Thy facred breath the hermit's words infpir'd. 
And with his words the liftening heroes fir'd ; 
Difpeird their doubts, their paflions luU'd to reft. 
And vain ambition chac'd from every brealt 
Then Guelpho firftand WiJIiam (chiefs of fame) 
Saluted Godfrey with a general's name, 
Their chief cleft : the reft approv'd the choice. 
And gave the rule to him with public voice : 
His equals once to his dominion yield. 
Supreme in council, and fupreme in field ! 

Th' affembly ended, fwift-wing'd Rumour fled, 
And round from man to man the tidings Ipread. 
Meantime before the foldiers Godfrey came. 
Who haird him as their chief with loud acclaim : 
Sedate he heard th* applaufe on every fide. 
And mildly to their duteous zeal reply 'd j 
Then on the morrow bade the troops prepare 
- To pafs before his fight in form of war. 
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Now, to the eaft return'd, with purer ray 267 

The glorious fun revcal'd the golden day> 
When, early rifing with the morning light, 
Appeared each Avarrior (heath'd in armour bright. 
Beneath their flandards rang'd, the warlike train^ 
A goodly fight! were marfhall'd on the plains 
While on a height the pious Godfrey ftood. 
And horfe and foot at once diftinftly vicw'd. 

Say, Mufe! from whom no time can truth conceal, 
Who canft thy knowledge to mankind reveal, . , 
Oblivion's foe ! thy poet's breaft inflame. 
Teach him to tell each gallant leader's name : 
Difclofe their ancient glories now to light. 
Which rolling years have long obfcur'd in night : 
Let eloquence like thine afllft my tongue, 
And future times attend my deathlefs fong 1 

Firft in the field the Franks their numbers bring. 
Once led by Hugo\ brother to the king : 
From France they came, with verdant beauty crown'd, 
Whofe fertile foil four running ftreams furround ; 
When death's relentlefs ftroke their chief fubdu'd. 
Still the fame caufe the valiant band purfu'd : 

^ Once Udhy Hugo, — ^] Hugo, or Hngb, count of Vermatidois, 
brother of Pbilip L king of France. 
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Beneath the brave Clotharius' care they came, 289 

Who vaunts no honour of a regal name : 

A thoufand, heavy arm'd, composed the train, 

An equal nuniber follow'd on the plain : 

And like the firft their femblance and their mien. 

Alike their arnis and-difciplinc were (een : 

Thefe brought from Normandy, by Robert led *, 

A rightful prince amid their nation bred. 

"William and Ademar*" to thefe fucceed, 

(The people's paftors) and their fquadrons lead : 

Far different once their tafk by heaven affign'd. 

Religious rainifters to inftruft mankind! 

But now the helmet on their heads they bear. 

And learn the deathful bufinefs of his war. 

* ~hy Mohert idd^'] " Robert, duke of Normandy, had 
early enlifted himfelf in the crufadej but being unprovided 
with monej, he refolved to mortgage, or rather fell, his domi- 
nions, and offered them to his brother" (William Rufus, king of 
England) " for ten thoufand marks. The bargain was concluded, 
and Robert fet out for the Holy Land.** See Hume's Hiftory of 
England, vol. i. 

^ Jfilliam and Ademar-^l *' William, archbiilhop of Orange, 
and Ademaro, archbiOiop of Poggio. Thefe, according to 
Paolo Emiliq, were the £rft that on their knees befought Pope 
Urban, at the council of Clarmont, to be fent on the cru&de/' 

GUASTAVINI. 

VOL. I. C 
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This brings from Orange and the neighbouring land 
Four hundred chofen warriors in his band; 304 

And that condufts from Poggio to the field 
An equal troop, no lefs in battle (kiU'd. 
Great Baldwin next o'er Boloign's force prefides. 
And, with his own, his brother's people guides, 
Who to his condu6t now refigns the poft, 
Himfelf the chief of chiefs, and lord of all the hoft. 
Then came Carnuti's earl ', not lefs renown'd 
For martial prowefs, than for counfel found ; 
Four hundred in his train : but Baldwin leads 
Full thrice the number arm'd on generous fteeds. 



1 — Camutts earl — ] Stcphano, carl of Carnuti, called after- 
wards carl of Chartres and Blois. 

** There ia extant a letter from Stephen, the earl of Chartres 
and Blois, to Adela bis wife, in which be gives her an account 
of the progrcfs of the crufaders. He defcribes the crufaders 39 
the chofen army of Cbrill, as the fervants and (bldicrs of God, 
as men who marched under the immediate protedion of the 
Almighty, being conduced by his hand to vidtory and conqueft. 
He fpeaks of the Turks as accurfed, facrilegious, and devoted by 
heaven to deCiru&ion ; and when he mentions the foldiers in the 
Chriilian army which had died, or were killed^ he is confident 
that their fouls were admitted dtredily into the joys of Pa- 
radire." 

Sec Robcrtfon's Hiftory of Charles V, vol. i. 
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Near thefe, the plain the noble Guclpho^prcfs'd, sis 

By fortune equal to his merits blefs'd ; 

A chief, who by his Roman lire could trace 

A long defcent from Efte's princely race; 

But German by dominion and bv name. 

To Guelpho's praife he join'd his lineal fame : 

He rurd Carynthia, and the lands pojQefs'd 

By Sueves and Rhcthians once, his fway confeTs'd ; 

O'er thefe the chief, by right maternal, Tcign'd, 

To thefe his valour many conquefts gain'd : 

From thence he brings his troop, a hardy xacc. 

Still ready death in fighting fields to face j 

Beneath their roofs fecur'd from wintry ikies^ 

The genial feaft each joyful day lupplies; 

Five thoufand once ; now fcarce a third remaia*d^ 

Since Perfia's fight, of all the numerous band. 

Next thofe, whofe lands'" the Franks and Germans * 

bound. 
Where Rhine and Maes overflow the fruitful ground, ( 
For coundefs herds and plenteous Crops rcnown'd. 
With thefe their aid the neighbouring ifles fupply'd, 
Whofe banks defend them from th' encroaching tide: 

m ^GueJpho^'] Son of Adius the iborth, marguis of JBdc, 
and of Gunigunda. 
« "^hofe whofe lands, — "] The FJcmings. 

C 2 
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All thefe a thoufand form'd, (a warlike band) 336 
O'er whom another Robert held command. 
More numerous was the Briti(h fquadrons ihown. 
By William led, the monarch's youngeft fon \ 
The Englilh in the bow and (hafts are Ikiird : 
With them a northern nation fecks the field. 
Whom Ireland from our world divided far, 
Frpm favage woods and mountains, fend$ to war. 

Tancred was next % than whom no greater name 
(Except Rinaldo) fiird the lift of fame; 
Of gentler manners, comelier to the fight. 
Or more intrepid in the day of fight : 
If aught of blame could fuch a foul reprove,. 
Or foil his glorjous deeds, the fault was love : 
A fudden love, that, born amidft alarms. 
Was nurs'd with anguifh in the din of arms. 
'Tis faid, that, on that great and glorious day. 
When to the Franks the Perfian hoft gave way. 



• Bj JFilliam led^ the monarclts yotmgeft fonJ\ William Rufu? 
•was then king, but he had no legitimate offspring. 

.p Tancred ivas next, — "] Son of a fifter of Boemond and of 
Rogero, duke of Calabria : ftie married a marquis Guglielmo. 
Boemond and.Kogero were born of Roberto Guifcftrdo> of the 

Norman race.' 
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Viftorious Tancred, eager to purfue 354 

The fcatter'd remnants of the flying crew, 

O'erfpent with labour^ fought fome kind retreat. 

To quench his thirft and cool his burning heat -, 

When, to his wifli, a cryftal ftreann he found. 

With bowery fliade and verdant herbage crown'd : 

There fudden rufli'd before his wondering fight, 

A pagan damfel (heath'd in armour bright : 

Her helm unlac'd her vifage bare difplay'd, 

And tir'd with fight, ftie fought the cooling fhade. 

Struck with her looks, he view'd the beauteous dame, 

Admir'd her charms, and kindled at the flame. 

O wonderous force of love's refiftlefs dart. 

That pierc'd at once and rooted in his heart ! 

Her helm (he clos'd, prepared to afl^ault the knight. 

But numbers, drawing nigh, conftrain'd her flight; 

The lofty virgin fled, but left behind 

Her lovely form deep imag'd in his mind •, 

Still, in his thought, He views the confcious grove. 

Eternal fuel to the flames of love ! 

Penfive he comes, his looks his foul declare. 

With eyes caft downward and dejefted air : 

Eight hundred horfc from fertile feats he leads. 

From hills of Tyrrhene and Campania's nieads. 
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Two hundred Greeians born, were next to fee, 378 
A^ive in field, from weight/ armour free ; 
Their crooked fabres at their fide they wear ; 
Their backs the founding bows and quivers bear : 
With matchlefs fwiftnefs were their, fteeds indu'd, 
Inur'd to toil, and fparing in their food : 
Swift in attack they rufh, and fwift in flight. 
In troops retreating and difpers'd they fight : 
Tatinus led!* their force; the only band 
That join'd the Latian arms from Grecian land : 
Yet near the fcene of war (O lafting (hame ! 
O foul dilhonour to the Grecian name!) 
Thou, Greece, canft hear unmov'd the loud alarms, 
A tame^fpeftator of the deeds of arms! 
If foreign power opprefs thy fervile reign, 
Tho4 well deferv'ft to wear the viftor's chain. 

A Iquadron now, the laft in order, came. 
In order laft, but firft in martial feme ; 
Adventurers caird, and heroes fam'd afer. 
Terrors of Afia, thunderbolts of war ! 
^ Ceafe, Argo, ceafe to boaft thy warriors' might; 
And, Arthur, ceafe to vaunt each fabled knight; 



>^V 



t TaUnus kd^ Tatinus was Tent with a fquadron. of horfe, 
by the eipoperor Aleias, from CoDftantinople^ to join the Chriftians 
in their expedition. 

*^ ^ Digitized by Google 
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Thefc all th' exploits of ancient times exceed : 400 
What chief is worthy fuch a band to lead ?• 
By joint confent, 16 Dudon's fway they yield, 
Of prudent age, experienc'd in the field j 
Who youthful vigour joins with hoary hairs. 
His bofom marked with many manly fears. 
Here ftood Euftatius with the firft in fame. 
But more ennobled by his brother's ' name, 
Gcrnando here, the king of Norway's fon. 
Who vaunts his fcepter'd race and regal crown* 
There Engerlan, and there Rogero ihin'd ; 
Two Gerrards with Rambaldo's daundefs mind; 
With gallant Ubald and Gentonio join'd. 
Rofmondo with the bold muft honour claim : 
Nor niuft obfivion hide Obizo's name : 
Nor Lombard's brethren three be left untold, 
Achilles, Sforza, Palamedes bold : 
Nor Otho fierce, whofe valour won the fhield* 
That bears a child and ieipent on its field* 

» GoDFBBT. 

' Nor Otho fiercCy nuhoje valour tvon ih^ Jh%eld'\ At the time 
of the crufade> Otho of the Vifconti, overcame one Volucius, 
a leader of the SaraceDs» who had defied the Chriftians to iingle 
combat, and wore for his creft a ferpent and child, which device 
wag ever after worn by this Otho : this circumitance is mentioned 
by Arioilo. 
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Nor Guafco, nor Ridolphus I forget, 4\s 

Nor either Guido, both in combat great : 

Nor muft I Gcrnicr pafs, nor Eberard, 

To rob their virtue of its due. regard. 

But why neglefts my mufe a wedded pair. 

The gallant Edward and Gildippe' fair? . 

O partners ftill in every battle try'd, 

Not death your gentle union fhall divide ! 

The fchool of love, which e*en the fearful warms. 

The dame inftrufted in the trade of arms : 

Still by his fide her watchful fteps attend ; 

Still on one foitune both their lives depend : 

No wound in fight can either fingly bear. 

For both alike in every anguifti (hare j 

And oft one faints to view the other's wound. 

This (hedding blood, and that in forrow drown'd! 

But lo ! o'er thefe, o'er all the hoft confeft. 
The young Rinaldo'* tower'd above the reft : 

t — Edward and Gildippe — ^] TafTo, In one of his letters, 
writes that Edward was an.Englilh baron, and that his wife, 
by whom he was tenderly beloved, accompanied him in this ex- 
pedition, where t&ey both peri(hed. 

^ The young Binaldo — ] The poet, by a poetical anachronifm, 
feigns this Rinaldo to have been at the (iege of Jerufalem -, for 
Rinaldo of Efte, fon of Bertoldo, was not born till the year 117^* 
$nd Jerufalem was taken in I0g7* ' 
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With martial grace his looks around he caft, 437 

And gazing crowds admir'd him as he pafs'd. 

Mature beyond his years his virtues Ihoor^ 

As, mix'd with bloffoms, grows the budding fruit. 

When clad in fteel, he fcems like Mars to move; 

His face difclos'd, he looks the God of Love''! 

This youth on Adige's fair- winding fliorej 

To great Bertoldo fair Sophia bore. 

The infant from the breaft Matilda rears % 

(The watchful guardian of his tender years) 

And, while beneath her care the youth remains, . 

His ripening age to regal virtue trains ; 

Till the loud trumpet, from the diftant eaft. 

With early thirft of glory fir'd his breaft. 

Then (fifteen Iprings fcarce changing o'er his head) 

Guiddefs, untaught, through ways unknown he fled;. 

^ Ws face difclos^, he looks the God of Love f] Rinaldo, in 
many refpd^s> is after the Achilles of Homer, who is repre«- 
fented not only the braveO, bat the haDdfomeif, of all the Greeks, 
except Nireus, thus mentioned in the catalogue of the forces. 

Nireus in faultlefs (hape and blooming grace. 
The !oveliefl youth of all the Grecian race, 
Felides only matched his early charms .<^-—^ 

Popes II. ii. 817. 
^ — Matilda rears,"] See the notes to book xvii. for an account 
of this extraordinary woman, here feigned to have prelided over 
the education of ^inaldo. 
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Th' Egean fca he crofs'd and Grecian lands, 453 
And reach'd, in climes remote, the Chriftian bands. 
Three years the warrior in the camp had feen. 
Yet fcarce the down began to (hade his chin. 
Now all the horfe were paft : in order led, 
Next came the foot, and Raymond ^ at their head : 
Thouloufe he governs, and coUefts his train 
Between the Pyreneans and the main : 
Four thoufimd, arm'd in proof, well us'd to bear 
Th' inclement feafons, and the toils of war : 
A band approved, in every battle try*d ; 
Nor could the band ,an abler leader guide. 
Next Stephen- of Amboife conducts his power : 
From Tours and Blois he brings five thoufend more: 
No hardy nation this, inur'd to fight. 
Though fenc'd in fhining fteel, a martial fight! 
Soft is their foil, and of a gentle kind, 
And, like their foil, th' inhabitants inclined: 
Impetuous firft they run to meet the foe. 
But foon, repuls'd, their forces languid grow. 
' Alcaftus was the third, with threatening mien ; 
(So Capaneus of old at Thebes was feen) 

y — Baymond^'] Raymond, count of Thouloufe, a name well 
known in the hiflory of thofe times. 
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Six thoufand warriors, in Helvetia bred> 47s 

Plebeians fierce^ from Alpine heights he led : 
Their rural tools, that wont the earth to tear. 
They turn'd to nobler inftruments of war ; 
And with thofe hands, accu(lom*d herds to guid^ 
They boldly now the might of kings defy'd. 

Lo ! rais'd in air the (tandard proudly fliown^ 
In which appear the keys and papal crown : 
Seven thoufand foot there good Camilius leads. 
In heavy arms that gleam acrofs the meads : 
O'erjoy'd he feems> decreed his name to grace. 
And add new honours to his ancient race ; 
Whatever the Latian difcipline may claim. 
In glorious deeds to boaft an equal fame. 

Now every fquadron rang'd in order due. 
Had pafs'd before the chief in fair review ; 
When Godfrey ftraight'the peers aflembled holds. 
And thus the purport of his mind unfolds. 

Sooii as the morning lifts her early head. 
Let all the forces from the camp be led. 
With Ipeedy courfe to reach the facred town. 
Ere yet their putpoie, or their march is known. 
Prepare then for the way, for fight prepare. 
Nor doubt, my friends! of conqueft in the war! 
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Thefe words, from fuch a chieftain's lips, infpire ^ 
Each kindling breaft, and wake the flumbering fire: 
Already for th* expcfted fight they burn. 
And pant impatient for the day's return. 
Yet ftill fome fears their careful chief opprefs'd. 
But thefe he fmother'd in his thoughtful breaft : 
By certain tidings brought, -he lately heard, 
That Egypt's king his courfc for Gaza fteer'd: 
(A frontier town that all the realm commands^ 
And a ftrong barrier to the Syrian lands) 
Full well he knows the monarch's reftlcfs mind. 
Nor doubts in him a cruel foe to find. 
Afide the pious leader Henry took. 
And thus his faithful meflcnger bclpoke. 

Attend my words, fome fpeedy bark afcend. 
And to the Grecian Ihorc thy voyage bend: 
A youth" will there arrive of regal name% 
Who comes to fhare our arms and fhare our fame; 
Prince of the Danes ; who brings from diltant lands, 
Beneath the frozen pole, his valiant bands : 
The Grecian monarch, vers'd in fraud,, may try 
His arts on him, and every means employ 

» ji youth %uill there arri'ue of regal name^ Sweno, fon to the 
king of Denmark. See qote to Book VIII. 
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To ftop the youthful warrior in his courie^ 521 

And rob our hopes of this atixiliar force. 
My faithful nunciate thou, the Dane hivite. 
With every thought the gallant prince excite, . 
Both for his fame and mine, to Ipeed his way^ 
Nor taint his glory with ill-tim'd delay. 
Thou with the fovereign of the Greeks remain. 
To claim the fuccours promised oft in vain. 

He faid ; and having thus revealed his mind. 
And due credentials to his charge confign'd. 
The trufty meflenger his veflel fought. 
And Godfrey calm'd awhik his troubled thought. 

Soon as the rifing morn, with fplendor dreft, 
Unlocks the portals of the rofeate eaft. 
The noife of drums and trumpets fills the air. 
And bids the warriors for their march prepare. 
Not half fo grateful to the longing fwain 
The lowering thunder that prefages rain. 
As to thefe eager bands the fhrill alarms 
Of martial clangors and the found of arms. 

At once they rofe with generous ardour prefs'd, 
At once their hmbs in radiant armour drefs'd ; 
And rang'd in martial pomp (a dreadful band) 
Beneath their numerous chiefs in order ftand. 
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Now, man to man, the thick battalions joinM, 545 
Unfurl their banners to the fportivc wind j 
And in th* imperial ftandard rais'd on high. 
The Crofs triumphant blazes to the (ky. 
Meantime the fun, above the horizon gains 
The rifmg circuit of th' ethereal plains : 
The pcdifli'd fteel reflefts the dazzling light. 
And ftrikes with flaftiing rays the aking fight. 
Thick and more thick the iparkling gleams afpire, 
Till all the champaign feems to glow w'ith fire; 
While mingled clamours echo through the meads, 
The clafh of arms, the neigh of trampling fteeds I 

A chofen troop of horfe, difpatchM before, 
In armour light, the country round explore, 
Ijxfl: foes in ambufli ftiould their march prevent^^ 
While other bands the cautious leader fent 
The dikes to level, clear the rugged way. 
And free each pafs that might their fpeed delay. 
No troops of Pagans could withftand their force ; 
No walls of fl:rength could ftop their rapid courfe; 
In vain opposM the craggy mountain itoodif 
The rapid torrent and perplexing wood. 
So when the king of floods in angry pride. 
With added waters fwcUs his foamy tide. 
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With dreadful ruin o'er the banks he flows, s6g 

And nought appears that can his rage oppofe. 

The king of Tripoly had power alone, 
(Wcll-^furnifh^d, in a ftrongly^guarded town. 
With arms and men) to check the troops' advance, 
But durft not meet in fight the hoft of France- 
To appeafe the Chriftian chiefi the heralds bring 
Pacific pr^&nts from the Pagan king; 
Who fuch conditions for the peace receives. 
As pious Godfrey, in his wifdom, gives. 

There from mount Seir, that near to eaft ward ftands. 
And from above the fubjeA town commands, 
The faithful pour in numbers to the plain; 
(Each fex and every age, a various tr^in !) 
Their gifts before the Chriftian leader bear ; 
With joy they view him and with tranlport hear; 
Gaze on the foreign garb with wondering eye, 
And with unfailing guides the hoft fupply. 

Now Godfrey with the camp purfues his way. 
Along the borders of the neighbouring fea : 
For ftation'd there his friendly veffels ride% 
From which the army's wants are well fupply'd : 

* — Ms friendly vejfeh rstie,'] The poet means the Genoefe, who 
had fupplied a great namber af armed galHes, under the diredioo 
of William Embraico. 
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For him alone each Grecian ifle is till'd, sgi 

For him their vinuge Ci'etc and Scios yield. 

The numerous fhips the Ihaded ocean hide. 
Loud groans beneath the weight the burthen'd tide. 
The veffels thus their watchful poft maintain. 
And guard from Saracens the midland main. 
Befides the fhips with ready numbers mann'd. 
From wealthy Venice and Liguria's ftrand ; 
England and Holland fend a naval power. 
And fertile Sicily and Gallia's (hore. 
Thefe, all united, brought from every coaft: 
Frovifions needful for the landed hoft j 
While on their march impatient they proceed, 
(From all defence the hoftile frontiers freed) 
And urge their hafte the hallow*d foil to gain 
Where Christ endur'd thefbings of mortal pain. 
But fame with winged fpeed before them flies -, 
(Alike the melTenger of truth and lies) 
She paints the camp in one united band, 
Beneath o^e leader, moving o'er the land. 
By none oppos'd: their nations, numbers tells i 
The name and aftions of each chief reveals ; 
Difplays their purpofe, fets the war to view. 
And terrifies with doubts th' ufurping crew. 
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More dreadful to their anxious mind appears 6\5 
The diftant proipedt, and augments their fears ; 
To every light report their ears they bend. 
Watch every rumour, every tale attend j 
From. man to man the murmurs, fwelling ftiU, 
The country round and mournful city fill; 
Their aged monarch, thus with danger prefV, 
Revolves dire fancies in his doubtful breaft : 
His name was Aladine^; who fcarce maintaih'd 
(With fears befct) his feat fo lately gainM : 
By nature jlill to cruel deeds inclin'd^ 
Though ye^rs had fomething chang'd his favage mind. 

Wh^n now he faw the Latian troops prepare, 
Againft his city- walls to turn the war j 
Sufpicions, join'd with former fears, arofe j 
Alike he fear'd his fubje6ts and his foes ^ 
Together in one town he faw refidi^ 
Tyvo people, whom their different faiths divide : 
While part the purer laws of CffRisx believe. 
More numerous thofe yfho Macon's laws receive. 
When firfl the nionarch qonquer'd Sion'$ town, 
And fought fecurely there to fix his throne | 

** His name ivas AJadine — ] Taflb, with the licence of a poet, 
has made a king of Jerufalem ; but the city, at that tinao, 
was in reality under the dominion of the Caliph of Egypt, tj^kcn 
by him fome time before from the Turks, 
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He freed his Pagans from the tax of ftate, 637 

But on the Chriftians laid the heavier weight. 
Thefe thoughts inflam'd and rouz*d his native rage 
(Now chiird and tardy with the froft of age) : 
So turnSj in fummer's heat^ the Venom'd fnake^ 
That flept the winter harmlefs in the brake : 
So the t^me lion, urg'd to wrath again, 
Refumes his fury, and ere£ts his mane. 

Then to himfelf : On every face I view 
The marks of joy in that perfidious crew: 
In general grief their jovial days they keep. 
And laugh and revel when the public weep : 
Even now, perhaps, the dreadful fchemc is planned 
Againft our life to lift a murderous hand ; 
Or to their monarch's foes betray the ftate. 
And to their Chriftian friends unbar the gate. 
But foon our juftice will their crimes prevent, 
And fwifir-wing'd vengeance on their heads be fent; 
Example dreadful ! death fhall feize on all : 
Their infants at the mothers* breaft fhall fall : 
The flames fhall o*er their domes and temples fprcad : 
Such be the funeral piles to grace th^ir dead ! 
But midft their votive gifts, to fate oi^r ire. 
The priefls fhall firfl upon the tomb expire. 

So threats the tyrant i but his threats are vainj 
Though pity moves not, coward fears reftrain 2 
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Rage prompts his foul thcif guiltlefs blood to Ipillj 
But trembling doubts oppofe his favage will e64 
He fears the Chriftians, (brinks at future harms> 
Nor dares provoke too far the vidor's arms. 
This purpofe curbed, to other parts he turns 
The rage that in his reftlcfs bofom bums : 
With fire he waftes the fertile country round» 
And lays the houfes level with the ground : 
He leaves no place entire, that may receive 
The Chriftian army, or their march relieve j 
Pollutes the ^rings and rivers in their beds. 
And poifbn in the wholefome water flieds; 
Cautious with cruelty ! meantime his care 
Had reinforced Jerufalem for war. 
Three parts for fiege were ftrongly fortify 'd. 
Though lefs fecurely fenced the northern fide. 
But there, when firft the threatened ftorm was heard. 
New ramparts, for defence, in hafl:e he rcar'd j 
Collefting in the i;own, from diflferent lands, 
Auxiliar forces to his fubjedt bands^ 

END OF THE FIRST BOOK, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Aladikb traofports an image of the Virgin from the temple 
of the Chriflians> into the mofque, by the advice of Ifmeno, 
who propofes thereby to form a fpell to fecure the city. In 
the night the image is fecretly fioka away. The king, unable 
to difcover the author of the theft, and incenfed againft the 
Chridians, prepares for a general ipaiTacre* Sophronia, a 
Chriftian virgin, accufes hcrfelf to the king. Olindo, her 
lover, takes the fad upon himfelf. Aladine, in a rage, orders 
both to be burned. Clorinda arrives^ intercedes for them, and 
obtains their pardon. In the mean time Godfrey, with his 
army, reaches Emmaus. He receives Argantes and Alethes, 
ambafladors from Egypt. The latter, in an artful fpeech, 
endeavours to diffuade Godfrey from attacking Jerufalem. 
His propofals are rejeded, and Argantes declares war in the 
name of the king of Egypt* 
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VV HiLE thus the Pagan king prepared for fight. 
The fam'd Ifmcno came before his fight i 
Ifmeno, he whole power the tomb invades. 
And calls again to life departed fhades i 
Whofe magic verfe can pierce the world beneath. 
And ftarde Piuto in the realms of death; 
The fubjedt demons at his will reftrain. 
And faftcr bind or loo^ their fervile chain. 
Ifmeno once the Chriftian faith avow'd. 
But now at Macon's impious worfhip bow'd : 
Yet ftill his former rites the wretch retain'd, 
And oft, with Pagan mix'd, their ufe prophan*d. 
Now from the caverns, where, retired alone 
From vulgar eyes, he ftudicd arts unknown,- 
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frk came afliftancc to his lord to bring : 15 

An ill adyifer to a tyrant king! 

Then thus he (poke : O king! behold at hand 
That conquering hoft, the terror of the land ! 
But let us aft as fits the noble mindf 
The bold from earth and heaven will fuccour find. 
As king and leader well thy cares prefide. 
And with forefeeing thought for all provide. 
If all, like thee, their feveral parts difpofe. 
This land will prove the burial of thy foes. 
Lo ! here I come with thee the toils to bear. 
To aflifl thy labours, and thy dangers (hare. 
Accept the.counfel cautious years impart. 
And join to this the powers of magic art : 
Thof? angels, exil'd from th' ethereal plains. 
My potent charms fhall force to Ihare our pains. 
Attend the fcheme, revolving in my bteafl. 
The firft enchantment that my thoughtis fuggeft. 
An altar by the Chriftians ftands immuFd 
Deep under ground, from vulgar eyes (ecur'd 
The ftatue of their goddcfs there is fhow'd. 
The mother of their human, buried God! 
Before the image burns continual light; 
A flowid^ veil conceals her from the fight. 
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On every fide are tablets there difplay'd, 39' 

And votive gifts by fuperftition paid. 
Hafte! fnatch their idol from that impious race^ 
Aiid in thy mofque the boalled figure place. 
Then will I raife fuch fpells of wondrous power. 
This fated pledge (while there detained fecurej 
Shall prove the guardian of thy city's gate^i 
And walls of adamant fhall fence thy ftate. 

He faid, and ceas'd : his words perfuafion wrought. 
And fwift the king the hidden temple fought : 
Furious he drove the trembling pricfb away. 
And feiz'dy with daring hands^ the hallow*d prey: 
Then to the mofque in hafle the prize he bore j 
(Where rites profane. offend th* Almighty Power) 
There, o'er the facred form, with impious zeal. 
The foul magician mutter'd many a fpell. 

But foon as morning ftreak'd the eaft of heaven, 
The watch, to whom the temple's guard was given, 
No longer in its place the image found. 
And fearch'd with fruitlefs care the dome around. 
Then to the king the flrange report he bears ; 
The king, inflam'd with wrath, the tidings hears : 

« — the guardian of thy citys gate,"] This paifage is evidently 
borrowed from the ancient palladium; \>j which the ^j of Troy 
was to be defended.' 
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His thoughts fuggeft fome Chriftian's fccrct hand 61 
Has thence purloia d the guardian of the land ; 
But whether Chriftian zeal had thence convcy'd 
The hallow'd form -, or Heaven its power dilphy'd. 
To fnatch from impious fanes, and roofs unclean. 
The glorious femblance of their virgin-queen. 
Doubtful the fame ; nor can we dare aflign 
The deed to human art, or hands divine. 

The king each temple fought and fecret place, 
And vow'd with coftly gifts the man to grace. 
Who brought the image, or the thief reveaFdj 
But threatened thofe whofe lips the deed conceaFd. 
The wily forcercr every art apply'd 
To explore the truth : in vain his arts he try*d t 
For whether wrought by Heaven, or earth alone, 
Heaven kept it, fpite of all his charms, unknown. 
But when the king perceiv'd his fearch was vain, 
To find th' offender of the Chriftian train : 
On all at once his fierce refentment turn'd ; 
On all at once his lavage fury burn'd : 
No bounds, no laws, his purpofe could control. 
But blood alone could fate his vengeful fouK 
Our wrath fhall not be loft (ak>ud he cries) 
The thief amidft the general flau^ter dies. 
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Guilty and innocent, they perifli all ! es 

Let the juft perilh, fo the guilty fall. — 
Yet wherefore juft ? when none our pity claim ; 
Not one but hates our rites, and hates our name. 
Rife, rife, my friends! the fire and fword employ. 
Lay wafte their dwellings, and their race deftroy. 

So (poke die tyrant to the liftening crew j 
Among the faithful foon the tidings flew. 
With horror chill'd, the difmal found they heard. 
While gh^ly death on every face appeared. 
None think ot flight, or for defence prepare. 
Or feek to deprecate their fate with prayer : 
But lo ! •rhen leaft they hope, the timorous bands 
Their fafety owe to unexpefted Hands. 

A maid there was among the Chriftian kind. 
In prime of years, and of exalted mind : 
Beauteous her form, but beauty flic despis'd. 
Or beauty grac'd with virtue only prized. 
From flattering tongues the modeft fair withdrew. 
And liv'd fecluded from the public view : 
But vain her cares to hide her beauty prov'd. 
Her beatrty worthy to be fcen and lov'd. 
Nor Love confents, but foon reveals her charms. 
And with their power a youthful lover warms : 
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That Love who" now conceals his piercing eyes lOg 
And now, like Argus, every thing defcriesi 
Who brings to view each grace that (huns the light, 
And midft a thoufand guards direfts the lover's fight! 

Sophronia flie, Olindo was his name; 
The fame their city, and their faith the fame. 
The youth as modeft as the maid was fair. 
But little hop'd, nor durft his love declare : 
He knew not how, or fear'd to tell his pain. 
She faw it not, or view'd it witl^ difdain : 
Thus to this hour in filcnt grief he mourned. 
His thoughts unnoted, or his paffion fcorn'd. 

Meantime the tidings fpread from placq||o place. 
Of death impending o'er the Chriftian race : 
Soon in Sophronia*s noble mind arofe 
A generous plan to avert her people's woes : 
Zeal firft infpir*d, but ba(hful fhame enfu*d. 
And modefty awhile the thought withftood : 
Yet foon h§r fortitude each doubt fupprefs'd. 
And arm*d with confidence her tender breaft i 
Through gazing throngs alone the virgin goes. 
Nor ftrives to. hide her beauties, nor difclofc : 
0*er her fair face a decent veil is feen. 
Her eyes .declined with modeft gracefiil mien ; 



Digitized by VjOOQIC ^ _ 



BOOKiu DELIVERED. 45 

An artleis negligence connipos*d her drefs^ laa 

And nature's genuine grace her charms confefs. 
Admir'd by all, regardlefs went the dame. 
Till to the prefence of the king (he came : 
While yet he rav'd, Ihe dar'd to meet his view. 
Nor from his direatening looks her fteps withdrew. 

king ! (ihe thus began) awhile contain 
Thy anger, and thy people's rage reftrain : 

1 come to fhow, and to your vengeance yield 
Th* offender from your fruidefs fearch conceal'd. 

She faid, and ceas'd : the king in wonder gaz'd, 
(Struck with her courage, with her looks amaz'd) 
Her fuddlK charms at once his foul engage. 
He calms his paflion, and forgets his rage. 
If milder fhe, or he of fofter frame. 
His heart had felt the power of beauty's flame : 
But haughty charms can ne'er the haughty movej 
For fmiles and graces are the food of love. 
Though love could not affe6t his favage mind. 
He yet appeared to gentle thoughts inclined. 
Difclofe the truth at large (he thus reply'd) 
No harm fhall to thy Chriftian friends betide. 

Then fhe : Before thy fight the guilty ftands : 
The theft, O king! committed by thefc hands. 
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In me the thief who ftolc the image view ; J57 

To me the punifhment decreed is due. 

Thus^ fiird with public zeal^ the generous dame ^ 
A viftim for her people's ranfom came. 

great deceit! O lie divinely fair! 

What truth with fuch a falfehood can compare? 
In deep fufpcnfc her words die tyrant heard> 
No wonted fury in his looks appeared. 
Declare (thus mildly to the maid he (poke) 
Who gave thee counfel and the aeed partook. 
The deed alone was mine (reply'd thcTair) 

1 fuffer'd none^vith me the fame to (bare; 
Mine was the counfel^ mine the firft defign^ 
And the laft^afting of the deed was mine. 
Then only thou (he cry'd) muft bear the pain 
Our anger now and juft revenge ordain. 

*Tis juft, fince all the glory mine (flie cry'd) 
That none with me the puniQiment divide. 
With kindlftg ire the Pagan thus replies : 
Say, where conceaFd the Chriftian image lies. 
'Tis not conceal'd (rejoin'd the dauntlefs dame) 
I gave the hallow'd ftatue to the flame •, 
So could no impious hands again profane 
The facfed image, and her beauty ftain. 
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Then feck no more what never can be thine^ isi 
But lo ! the thief I to thy hands refign; 
If theft it may be call*d to fcize our right, 
Unjuftly torn away by lawlefs might. 

At this the king in threatening words returned j 
With wrath ungovcrn'd all his bofbm bum*d : 
Ah! hope no more thy pardon here to find, 
O glorious virgin! O exalted mindl 
In vain, againft the tyrant's fury held. 
Love for defence oppofes beauty's (hield. 

^ow doom'd to death, and fentenc'd to the flame. 
With cruel hands they feize the beauteous dame. 
Her veil ftnd mantle rent beftrew the ground. 
With rugged cords her tender arms are bound. 
Silent (he (lands, no marks of fear exprefs'd. 
Yet foft commotions gently heave her brcaft ; 
Her modeft cheeks a tranfient bluQi difclofe. 
Where lilies loon fucceed the fading rofe. 
Meanwhile the people throng (the rumour fpread) 
And with the reft Olindo there was led : 
The tale he knew, but not the viftim's name. 
Till near the tragic fcene of fate he came : 
Soon as the youth the prifoner's face furvey'd, 
And faw, condemned to death, his lovely maid 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



48 JERUSALEM book ii. 

While the flern guards their cruel taflc purfue, 205 
Through the thick prcfs with headlong fpecd he flew. 
She's guiltlefs ! (to the king aloud he cries) 
She's guiltlefs of th* offence for which fhe dies ! ^ 
She could not — durft not— fuch a work demands 
Far other than a woman's feeble hands: 
What arts to lull the keeper could flie prove ? 
And how the facred image thence remove ? 
She fondly boafts the deed^ unthinking maidl 
'Twas I the ftatue from the mofque convey'd : 
Where the high dome receives the air and light, 
I found a paflage, favour d by the night : 
The glory mine, the death for me remains. 
Nor let her thus ufurp my rightful pains : 
The punifhment be mine j her chains I claim ; 
Mine is the pile prepared, and mine the kindled flam;! 

At this her head Sophronia gently rais'd. 
And on the youth with looks of pity gaz'd, 
Unhappy man! what brings thee guiltlefs here? 
What frenzy guides thee, or what ralh defpair ? 
Say, cannot I, without thy aid, engage 
The utmofl direatening of a mortal's rage ? 
This breaft undaunted can refign its breath, 
Nor afks a partner in the hour of death. 
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She fpoke ; but wrought not on her lover's mind^ 
Who, firm, retain'd his purpofe firft defign d. 230 
O glorious ftruggle for a fatal prize! 
When love with fortitude for conqueft vies. 
Where death is the reward the viftor beard, 
And fafety is the ill the vanquilh'd fears ! 
While thus they both contend the deed to claim, 
The monarch's fury burns with fiercer flame : 
He rag'd to find his power fo Hghdy priz'd, 
And all the torments he prepared dcfpis'd. 
Let both (he cry'd) their wflh'd defign obtain : 
And both enjoy the prize they fcek to gain. 
The tyrant faid, and ftrait the fignal made 
To bind the youth ; the ready guards obeyed. 
With face averted to one (lake confined. 
With cruel cords the haplefs pair they bind. 
Now round their limbs they place the rifing pyrej 
And now with breath awake the flumbering fire; 
When thus the lover, in a rnoving ftrain, 
Befpeaks the lov'd companion of his pain: 

Are theft the bands with which I hop'd to join, 
In happier times, my future days to thine ? 
And are we doom'd, alas ! this fire to prove, 
Inftead of kindly flames of mutual love? 

VOL, r. E 
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Love promis'd gentler flames and fofter ties ; 253 

But cruel fate far other now fupplies ! 

Too long from thee I mourned my life disjoined, 

And now in death a haplefs meeting find! 

Yet am I blefl, fince thou the pains muft bear, 

If not tjiy bed, at leaft thy pile to fhare. 

Thy death I mourn, but not my own lament. 

Since dying by thy fide I die content. 

Could yet my prayer one further blifs obtjun. 

How fwect, how envy'd then were every pain ! 

O could I prefs my faithful breafl to thine. 

And on thy lips my fleeting foul refign ! 

So might we, fainting in the pangs of death. 

Together mix our fighs and parting breath ! 

In words like thefe unbleft Olindo mourned; 
To him her cpunfcl thus the maid returned. 

O youth! far other thoughts, and pure defircs. 
Far other forrows now the time requires ! 
Dofl thou forget thy fins ? nor call to mind 
What God has for the righteous fouls affign'd ? 
Endure for hjpiy and fweet the pains will prove -, 
Afpire with joy to happier feats above ; 
Yon glittering fkies and golden fun furvey. 
That call us hence to realms of endlefs day. 
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Here, mov'd with pity, loud the Pagans groan : 277 
But more conceiard the Chriftians vent their moan. 
The king himfelf, with thoughts unufual prcfs'd. 
Felt his fierce heart fufpendcd in his breaft : 
But, fcoriiirig to relent, he turn'd his view 
From the dire profpedt, and in hafte withdrew. 
Yet thou, Sophronia, bear'ft the general woe, 
And, wept by all, thy tears difdain to flow! 

While thus they ftand, behold a knight is fecA, 
(For fuch he feem'd) of fierce and noble mien! 
Whofe foreign arms and ftrange attire proclaim 
An alien from a diflant land he came. - 
The fculptur'd tigrefs on his helmet high, 
(A well-known creft!) attracts each gazer's eye. 
This fign Clorinda in the field difplay'd. 
All fee and own by this the warrior-maid. 
She, from a child **, beheld with fcornful eyes 
Her fex's arts, defpifing female toys : 



b Sie, from a M/J,—'] With fefpea to the charadcr of a 
female warrior, however repugnant it may appear to our prefent 
idea^y the example of Virgil^ and the tradition of the Ama- 
zons, may be fufficient authority for Taflb to introduce the 
beautiful variety in his poem, arifing from the charaders of 
Clorinda and Gildippi. There is a fingular paflage in one of 
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Arachne's labours ne*er her hours divide, 295 

Her noble hands nor loom nor ipindlc guide ; 
From eafc inglorious and from (loth fhe fled. 
And, mix'd in camps, a life unfuUy'd led : 
Widi rigour pleas'd, her lovely face (he arm'd 
With hatighty looks, yet even in fiercenefs charmed: 

Petrarch's letters^ defcribing particulsrlj an Amazonian womaiv 
which it may not be here unpleafing to lay before the reader, 
from the Life of Petrarch, publi(hed in 1776, 

" Of all the wonders I faw in my little journey, nothing 
furprifcd jne more than the prodigious (Irength and extraor- 
dinary courage of a young woman called Mary, whom we 
faw at Puzzoli. She paiTed her life among foldiers, and it was 
a common opinion that (he was fo much feared, no one dafed 
attack her honour. No warrior but envied her prowefs and 
fkill. From the flower of her age fhe lived in camps, and 
adopted the military rules and drefs. Her body is that of a 
hardy foldier, rather than a woman, and feamed all over with 
the fears of honour. She is always at war with her neighbours; 
fometimes flie attacks them with a little troop, fometimes alone; 
and feveral have died by her hand. She is perfe£t in all the 
Uratagems of the military art; and fuffers, with incredible pa- 
tience, hunger, thirft, cold, heat, and fatigue. In fine, Ihe lies 
on the bare ground; her fhield ferves for her pillow, and ihe 
ileeps armed in the open air. 

" I had fcen her in my firft voyage to Naples, about three 
years ago ; but as flie was very much altered, I did not know 
Iier again. She came forward to falute me; I returned it as 
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In early years her tender hand reftrain'd joi 

The fiery courfer, and his courage rein'd : 

She pois'd the Ipear and fword : her growing force 

She try'd in wreftling and the dufty courfe i 

Then through the mountain paths and lonely wood 

The bear and fliaggy lion's tracks purfu'd : 

to a perfon I was not acquainted with. But by her laugh, and 
the gefture of thofe about me, I fufpeded foxnething ; and 6b- 
ferving her with more attention, I found under the helmet the 
face of this formidable virgin. Was I to inform youof half the 
things they relate of her, you would take them for fables. I 
will therefore confine myfelf to a few fads, to which I was 
witnefs. By ^accident feveral firangers who came to Fuzzdi 
to fee this wonder, were all ailembled at the citadel, to make 
trial of her ftrength. We found her alone, walking before the 
portico of the church, and not furprifcd at the concourfe of the 
people. We begged fhe would give us a proof of her drengtfa* 
She excufed herfelf at firft, on having a wound in her arm 3 
but afterwards (he took up an enormous block of Hone, and a 
piece of wood loaded with iron. Upon thefe, faid ihe, you 
may try your fbrength if you will. After every one had at- 
tempted to move them, witli more or lefs fuccefs, ihe took 
and threw them with fo much eafc over our heads, that we 
remained confounded, and could hardly believe our eyes. At 
firft forae deceit was fufpeded, but there could be none. 
This has rendered .credible what the ancients relate of the 
Amazons, and Virgil of the heroines of Italy, who were 

headed by Camilla," 

See LiPE of Petrarch, voL i. p. 35a 
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In war, the dread of men the Virgin ftiin*d : 307 

In woods, the terror of the favage kind ! 

From Perfia, jealous of the Chriftian fame. 

To oppofe the viftor-hoft Clorinda came : 

And, oft before, in fight her daring hand 

Had fattened with their blood the thirfty land. 

When near the fatal place the virgin drew, 
And the dire fcene appeared before her viewi 
She lpurr*d her ftecd to obferve the viftims nigh, 
And learn th* unhappy caufe for which they die. 
The yielding crowd gave way : the curious maid 
With ftedfaft eyes the pair in bonds furvey^d. 
One mourn'd aloud, and one in fllence ftood ; 
The weaker fex the greater firmnefs fliow'd : 
Yet feem'd Olindo like a man to moan 
Who wept another's fufFerings, not his own ; . 
While filent fhe, and fix'd on heaven her eyes. 
Already feem'd to claim her kindred fldes. 

Clorinda view'd their date with tender woe. 
And down her cheeks the tears began to flow: 
Yet moft fhe grieved for her who grief difdain'd i 
And filence, rnore than plaints, her pity gain'd j 
Then to an aged fire who ftood befide, 
S^y, who are thofe to death devote (flie cry'd) j 
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Declare what brought them to this woful ftate, 331 ' 
Some fecret crime, or blind decree of fate ? 
Thus (he : The reverend fire in brief difplay'd 
Their mournful ftory to the lifl-ening maid : 
She heard, iurpris'd fuch matchlefs worth to find. 
And both acquitted in her equal mind. . 
Already now refolv'd, by force or prayer. 
To fave from threatened death th* unhappy pair. 
She ran, (he ftopp'd the flame with eager hafte, 
(Already kindling) and the guards addrefs'd. 

None in this cruel office dare to move, 
Till to the monarch I my fuit approve : 
My power, believe me, fliall proteft your ftay. 
Nor fliall your fovereign chide your fliort delay. 

She faid : th' attendants at her word obey*d, 
Mov'd with the prefence of the royal maid : 
Then, turning fwift, ftie met the king, who came 
To welcome to his court the warrior dame. 
To whom flie thus : Behold Clorinda here ! 
Clorinda's name, perchance, has reached your ear. 
I come, O monarch ! thus in arms, prepared 
Thy kingdom and our common fiiith to guard 2 
Command me now what taflc I mufl: fufl:ain. 
Nor high attempts I fear, nor low difdain : 
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Or let my force in open field he fliown; 355 

Or here detain mc to defend the town. 

To whom the king : What land fo diftant lies 
From where the fun enlightens Afia's fkies, 
(O glorious virgin!) but refounds thy name^ 
Whofe adtions fill the founding trump of fame ? 
Now to my aid thy conquering fword is join'dj 
I give my fears and fcruples to the wind : 
Nor could I greater hopes of conqueft boaft. 
Though join'd by numbers, fuccouFd by a hoft! 
Methinks I feem to chide the lingering foe. 
And Godfrey, to my wilh, appears too flow. 
Thou aflc*ft what labours I thy arm decree; 
I dfcem the greateft only worthy thee : 
To thee the rule of all our warrior-band 
I here fubmit ; be thine the high command. 

Thus faid the king. The maid, with grateful look, 
Her thanks return'd, and thus again Ihe ipoke. 

'Tis fure, O prince! ^ thing unufual heard. 
Before the fervice done, to claim reward : 
Yet (by thy goodnefs bold) I- make my prayer, . 
And beg thy mercy yon condemned to fpare : 
Grant it for all my deeds in future time j 
'Tis hard to fufFcr for a doubtfiil crime : 
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But this I wave, nor here the reafons plead 379 

That fpeak them guiltlefs of th' imputed deed. 
'Tis faid fbme Chriftian hand the theft has wrought; 
But here I differ from the public thought : 
The fpell Ifmeno fram'd to aid our caufe 
I deem an outrage on our facrcd laws : 
Nor fits it idols in ourTanes to place. 
Much lefs the idols of this impious race. 
Methinks with joy the hand of Heaven! view. 
To Macon's power the miracle is due j 
Who thus forbids his hallow'd rites to ftain 
With new religions in his awful fane* 
Ifmeno leave to Ipells and magic charms. 
Since thefe to him fupply the place of arms; 
While warriors, wc^ our foes in battle faccj 
Our fwords our arts, in thele our hopes we place- 
She ceas'd ; and, though the king could fcarcely bend 
His haughty foul, or ears to pity lend. 
He yields his fury to the gentle maid ; 
Her reaibns move him, and her words perfuade. 
Let both have life and freedom (he reply'd) 
To fuch a pleader nothing is deny'd. 
If innocent, by jufticc let them live: 
If criminal, I here their crime forgive. 
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i Thus were they freed; and lo! what blifsful fate, 
What turns of fortune on Olindo wait! 404 

His virtuous love at length awakes a flame 
In the foft'bofbm of the generous dame. 
Strait from the pile to Hymen's rites he goes, 
Made> of a wretch condemn'd, a joyful fpoufe : 
Since death with her he fought, the grateful fair 
Confents with him the gift of life to fhare. 
The Pagan monarchy whofe fulpicious mind 
Beheld with fear fuch wondrous virtue join'd. 
Sent both in exile, by fcvere command^ 
Beyond the limits of Judea*s land. 
Then many others (as his fury fway'd) 
Were baniih'd thence, or deep in dungeons laid. 
But the fierce tyrant thofc remov'd alone, 
For ftrength approved, and daring fpirits known : 
The tender* fex and children he retained, 
. With helplefs age, as pledges in his hand. 
Thus, wretched wanderers, fome were doom*d to roam 
From parents, children, wives, and native home : 
Part rove from land to land with doubtful courfe; 
And part againft him turn their vengeful force : 
Thefe to the band of Franks unite their fate. 
And meet their army entering Emmaiis' gate, 
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The town of Emmaiis near to Sion lay, 427 

Not half the journey of an eafy day. 
The pleafing thought each Chriftian foul inlpires. 
And adds new ardour to their zealous fires. 
But (ince the fun had paft his middle race. 
The leader there commands the tents to place. 
The hoft were now encamp*d ; the letting fun 
With milder luftrc from the ocean {hone ; 
When, drawing near, two mighty chiefs were feen. 
In garb unknown, and of a foreign mien ; 
Their afts pacific, and their looks proclaim 
That to the Chriftian chief as friends they came: 
From Egypt's king difpatch*d, their way they befidt 
And menial fexvants on their fteps attend. 

Alcthes one : his birth obfcure he ow*d 
To the bafe refufe of th' ignoble crowd; 
Rais'd to the highcft ftate the realm afibrds> 
By plaufive Ipeech, and eloquence of worda: 
His fubdc genius every tafte could meet; 
In fi&ion prompt, and ikilful in deceit : 
Mafter of calumny fuch various ways. 
He moft accufes when he feems to praife. 

The other chief from fair Circaflia came 
To Egypt's court, Argantes was his name ; 
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Exalted midft the princes of the land 451 

And firft in rank of all the martial band : 
Impatient, fiery, and of rage unqucU'd^ 
In arms unconquer'd, matchlefs in the field ; 
Whofe impious foul contempt of Heaven avow'd. 
His fwdrd his law^ his own right hand his God 1 

Now thefe an audience of the leader fought. 
And now to Godfrey'/s awful fight were brought. 
There lowly feated, with his peers around. 
In modeft garb the gloriou3 chief they found. 
True valour, unadorn'd, attrads the fight. 
And fliines confpicuous by its native light. 
To him a flight refpedt Argantes paid. 
As one who little place or honours weighed* 
But low Alethes bow'd in thought profound. 
And fix'd his humble eyes upon the ground j 
His better hand his pcnfive bofom prcfs'd. 
With all the adoration of the eaft : 
And while attention on his accents hung, 
Thefe words, like honey, melted from his tongue. 

O worthy thou alone! to whofe command 
Submit the heroes of this glorious band ! 
To thee their laurels and their crowns they owe. 
Thy condudb brings them viftors from the foe: 
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Nor flops thy fame within Alcides' bounds^ 475 

To diftant Egypt Godfrey's name refounds! 
Fame through our fpacious realm thy glory bears. 
And fpeaks thy valour to our liftening ears. 
But on thy deeds our fovereign chiefly dwells. 
With pleafure hears them, and with pleafure tells : 
In thee, what others fear or hate, he loves $ 
Thy virtue fires him, and thy valour moves : 
Fain would he join with thee in friendly bands. 
And mutual peace and amity demands. 
Since different faiths their fanftion here deny. 
Let mutual virtue knit the facred tye. 
But as he hears thy troops their marches bend 
To expel from Sion's walls his ancient friend ; 
He now (to avoid thofe evils yet behind) 
By us unfolds the counfels of his mind. 
Then thus he fays : Thy firft defign forbear. 
Content with what thou now haft gain'd in war : 
Nor on Judea's realm thy forces bring. 
Nor vex the lands protedted by our king : 
So will he, joined with thee, thy power cnfure, 
And fix thy yet uncertain flate fecure : 
United both j their conquefl to regain. 
The Turks and Perfians fhall attempt in vain. 
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Much haft thou done, O chief! in little fpace, 499 
Which length of ages never can deface. 
What cities won ! what armies overthrown ! 
What dangerous marches, and what ways unknown I 
The neighbouring dates with terror own thy fame : 
And diftant regions tremble at thy name. 
Your glory at the height, with heedful care 
Avoid the chances of a doubtful war ; 
Increafe of realm your further toils may crown, 
But conqueft ne'er can heighten your renown : 
And fliould your arms be now in battle croft. 
Loft is your empire, and your glory loft! 
Inlenfate he who rifks a certain ftate 
For diftant profpefts of uncertain fate : 
Yet our advice perchance will lightly weigh, 
And urge thy.puirpofe, nor thy march delay; 
While uncontroird fuccefs thy foul infpires ; 
While glows thy bofom with ambition's fires : 
That glorious frailty of the noble mind, 
To conquer nations and fubdue mankind ! 
For this you fly from proffered peace afar. 
With more diftafte than others fliun the war : 
Thefe motives bid thee ftill the path purfue, 
Which fate has opened largely to thy view : 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BOOK II. DELIVERED. ' 63 

Nor in the iheath return that dreaded fword, 52$ 
(Of every conqueft in the field aflur'd) 
Till in oblivion Macon's laws are laid> 
And Afia, by thy arms^ a defert made ! 
Alluring founds^ and grateful to the ear; 
But O what dangers lurk beneath the fnare! 
Then, if no cloud of paffion dim thy fight, 
And caft a veil before thy reafon's light ; 
Well may'ft thou fee what little hopes appear, 
From every profpedt of the lengthen'd war. 
Reflcdt how foon the gifts of fortune turn; 
Thofe who rejoice to-day, to-morrow mourn : 
And he who foars an unexpeded flight. 
Oft falls as fudden from his towering height. 
Say, to thy harm, Ihould Egypt take the field 
In arrns^ in treafure rich, in council fkill'd ; 
And add to thefe (the war again begun) 
The Turks, the Perfians, and CafiTano's fbn'; 
What forces could'ft thou to their power oppofe^ 
And how efcape from fuch an hoft of foes ? 
Or dofi: thou in the Grecian king confide; 
By facred union to thy caufe ally'd ? 

c '^-Cajfam's fmJ] The foo of the king of Antioch. 
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To whom is not the Grecian faith difplay'd ? 545 
What fnares for riiee the guileful race have laid ! 
Will thofe, who once your conmmon nnarch withftood, 
Now rifk for you their lives in fields of blood ? 
But thou perhaps (fecure amidft thy foe^) 
Doft in thefe fquadrons all thy hopes repofe ; 
And deem'ft the fcatter*d bands thy force overthrew 
As eafy, when united, tofubduc; 
Though toilfome marches have your troops annoy'd, 
Your ftrength enfeebled, and your men deftroy'd, 
Though unexpefted nations ihould combine. 
And Egypt with the Turks and Perfians join. 
Yet grant that fate fo ftrongly arms thy band. 
No fword can conquer, and no foe withftand : 
Lo! Famine comes, with all her ghaftly train; 
What further fubterfuge, what hopes remain? 
Then draw the falchion, and the javelin wield J 
Then dream of conqueft in the boafted field. 
Behold th' inhabitants have wafted wide 
The fertile country, and the fields deftroy'd j 
And fafely lodg'd in towers their ripen'd grain:' 
What hopes are left thy numbers to fuftain ? 
Thy {hips, thou fay'ft, will due provifion fend : 
Does then thy Ikfcty on the winds depend ? - 
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Perhaps thy fortune can the winds reftrain ; 56g 

Thy voice appcafe the roaring of the main. 
Yet think -, (hould x)ncc our iiation rife ia fight. 
And with the Perfians and the Turks unite. 
Could we not then oppofe a numerous fleet. 
On equal terms, thy naval power to meet? 
If here, O chief! thou feek'ft to gain renown, 
A double conqucft muft thy labours crown : 
One lofs may fully cveiy former deedi 
One lofs may unexpefted dangers breed : 
Before our veflels ihould thy navy fly, 
Thy forces here, oppreft by famine, die j 
Or ihould'd diou lofe the battle here, in vain 
Thy fleet would ride victorious on the main. 
Then if thy foul rcjeft the peace we bring. 
And (corn the friendihip of th' Egyptian king: 
This conduft (undisguised the truth I tell) 
Nor fuits thy virtue, nor thy wifdom well. 
5ut if thy purpofe fcem to war inclin'd. 
Heaven change, to gentle peace, thy better mind: 
So Ada may ^t length from troubles ceafe. 
And thou enjoy thy conquer'd lands in pea^ce. 
And you, ye leaders, who his dangers fhtrc. 
Fellows in arms^ and partners of the war ! 
ypL. I. » 
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Ah, let not fortune's fmiles your fouk excite^ 593 
To tempt agam the doubtful chance of fight ; 
But as the pilot, 'fcap'd the treacherous deep, 
Refts in the welcome port his weary fhip j 
Now furl your fails with pleafure near the fhore, 
And truft the perils of the fea no more. 

Here ccas'd Alethes 5 and the heroes round. 
With looks difpleas'd return'd a murmuring found : 
With deep difdain the terms propos'd they heard. 
While difcontent in every face appear'd. 
Then tlirice the chief his eyes around him threw. 
And caft on every one his piercing view ; 
Next to Alethes turn'd his careful look. 
Who waited his reply, and thus he fpoke. 

AmbalTador! with threats and praifes join^d^ 
Full wifely haft thou told thy fovcreign*s mind: 
If he efteem us, anji our worth approve. 
With grateful pleafure we receive his love. 
But where thy words a threatened florm difclofe 
Of Pagan araues, and confederate foes ; 
To this I fpcak -, to this my anfwer hear ; 
An open purpofe cloath'd in words fincere. 
Know firft the caufc for which we have fuftain'd 
Such various hazards both by fea ^d landj^ 
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• 

By day and night fuch pious toils have known :— 617 
To free the paffage to yon hallowed town ; 
To nierit &vour from the King of heaven, 
By freedom to the fufFering Chriftians given. 
Nor (hall we lear, for fuch a glorious end, 
Our kingdom, lives, and worWly fame to Ipend. 
No thirft of riches has our bofoms fir'd ; 
. No luft of empire our attempt infpir'd : 
If any thou^ts like thefe our fouls infeft, 
Th' Eternal drive fuch poifon from the bread I 
Still may his mercy o'er our fteps prefide. 
His hand defend us, and his wifdom guide! 
His breath infpir'd; his power has brought us far 
Through every danger of the various war : 
By thi^ ate mounuins paft, and rivers croft ; 
This tempers fummer's heat> and winter's froft: 
This can the rage of furious tempefts bind. 
And loofen or reftrain th' obedient wind : 
Hence lofty walls are burnt and tumbled down ; 
Hence martial bands are (lain and overthrown : 
Hence fprings the hope and confidence we boaft ; 
Not from the forces of a mortal hoft : 
Not from "our vefTcIs ; nor from Grecian lands 
With numbers f^armingj nor the Gallic bands. 

F 2 
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And if wc ftfll th* Almighty's care partake, e^t 

Let nations, at their will, our caufe forfake ! 
Who knows the fuccour of his powerful hands^ 
No other aid, in time of need, denmnds. 
But fliould he, for our fins, his help withdraw, 
(As, who can fathom Heaven's eternal law!) 
Lives there a man who would not find his t<Hnb, 
Where hallow'd earth did once his God kihuneie ? 
So Ihall we die, nor envy thofe who live ; 
Nor unreveng'd fliall we our death receive ; 
Nor Afia fhall rejoice td view our ftate; 
Nor we fuhmit with forrow to our fate. 
Yet think not that our wayward minds prefer 
To gentlcpeace, the horrid fcenes. of wai ; 
Nor think we ill your monarch's love return ; 
Or with contempt his friendly union fcorn. 
^ But wherefore do his cares on Sion bend ? -• 
And wherefore thus another's realms defend ? 
Then tet hirii hot require our arms to ceale -, 
So may he rule his native lands in peace ! 

Thus anfwer'd Godfrey; and with fijry fwcU'd 
The fierce Argantes, nor his wrath repell'd :, 
The boiling paflion from his bofom broke ; 
Before the chief he ftood, ^nd thus lie %oHf: 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



■•■1 

)ke: J 



?ooKXK DELIVERED. 69 

Let him, who will not proffcr'd peace receive, 66s 
Be fated with the plagues that war can give ! 
And well thy hatred of the peace is known. 
If now thy foul rejc6l our friendlhip fliown. 

This faid, his iriande in his hand he tock^ 
And folding round before th' aflembly fhook, 
Then thus again with threatening accent ipokc 

O thou ! who every peril would'ft defpife, 
Lo! peace or war within th^ mande lies ! 
See here th' elcdkion offer'd to thy voicp ; 
No more delay— but now declare thy choice; 

Hk ipeech and haughty mien each leader fir'd. 
And with a noble rage their fouls inlpir'd : 
War! war! aloud with general voice they cry'd; 
Nor waited till their god-like chief replyH 
At this the Pagan Ihook his veft in air— 
Thenjake defiance, death, and mortal war! 
So fierce he fpoke, he feem'd to burft the gates 
Of Janus' temple, and difclofe the fates ; 

. ^ Thisfm'tJ, his mantle in his hand lie /ooi&,7-] Thus Livy relates 
of the Roman atnhaflador before the Carthaginian ienate. " Turn 
KomaDus, iinu ex toga fajfto; his, inquit, vobis belluno ct. 
pacem portamus, utrum placet, fumite. Sub banc vocem hand 
minus ferociter daret utrum vellet fic clamatum eft. £t cum is, 
finu iteram efFufo, bellum dixilTct; accipere & omnes rcfppi^- 
derunt, Scc^" Lib. xxi. 
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While from his mantle, which afide he threw, 684 
Infenfate rage ^nd horrid difcord flew ; 
Alefto's torch fupply'd her hellifti flame. 
And from his eyes the flafliing fparkles came. 
So look'd the chief of old % whofc impious pride. 
With mortal works, the King of heaven defy'd ; 
So ftood, when Babel rear'd her front on high, 
To threaten battle 'gainft the ftarry Iky. 

Then Godfrey— To thy king the tidings bearj^ 
And tell him we accept the threaten'd war; 
Go, bid him hafl:cn here to prove our might. 
Or on the bank of Nile expeft the fight. 

This faid j the leader hohour'd either gueft. 
And due refpeft, by different gifts, exprefs'd. 
Alethes firft he gave a helm of price ; 
A prize among the fpoils of conquer'd Nice. 
A coftly fwoi:4 Argantes next obtain*d> 
Well wrought and faftiion'd by the workman's hand: 
Matchlefs the work, and glorious to behold. 
The hilt with jewels blaz'd, and flam'd with gold. 
With joy the Pagan chief the gift furvey'd, 
Admir'd the rich defign and temperM blade : 

* So looked the chief of old^ — 1 Nimrod, who buUt the tower fiif 
Babel. 
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Then thus to Godfrey : When we meet in field, joe 
Behold how well our hands thy prefcnt wield ! 

Now/parting from the camp, their leave they took, 
And thus Argantes to Alethes ipoke. 

Lo ! to Jerufalem my courfe I take ; 
To Egypt thou thy purpos'd journey make : 
Thou with the early rays of morning light; 
But I impatient with the friendly night. 
Well may th* Egyptian court my prefence Ipare : 
Suffice that thou the Chriftian's anfwer bear j 
Be mine to mingle in the lov'd alarms 
Of noble conflift, and the found of arms. 

Thus he, ambailador of peace who came. 
Departs a foe in action and in name : 
Nor heeds the warrior', in his haughty mind. 
The ancient laws of nations and mankind : 
Nor for Alethes' anfwer deign'd to ftay. 
But through furrounding Ihadcs purfu'd his way, 
And fought the town, impatient of delay. 

Now had the night her drowfy pinions fpread! 
The winds were hulh'd ; the weary waves were dead! 



} 



' Nor heedi ilie ivarriort — "] By the law of nations^ no perfon, 
exercifing the office of meffenger or ambaflador, ihould take an 
aaWc or hoftile part, till hk office is completely expired. 
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The fiih repos*d in Teas and cryftal floods ; 725 

The beafts retir'd in covert of the woods j 
The painted birds in gratefid filence fleptj 
And o'er the world a fwect oblivion crept. 
But not the faithful hoft» with thought opprc(s'd» 
Nor could their leader taftc the gift of reft; 
Such ardent wilhes in their bofoms burn ; 
So eager were they for the day^s return ; 
To lead their forces to the hallowed town* 
The foldier's triumph, and the vi6bor*s crown ! 
With longing eyes they wait the morning light. 
To chace with early beams the dufk of night. 



END OF THE SECOND B00K« 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The ChriiUan army arrives before Jerufalem. The alarm is 
given to the Saracens, who prepare for the reception of the 
enemy. Clorinda makes the firft fally; (he encounters and 
kills Gardo j (he meets and engages with Tancred } a ihort in- 
terview enfues between them. In the mean time, Argantes, 
falling on the Chriftians with a great daughter, the a^ion be- 
comes more general. Erminia, from the walls, fhows and 
defcribes to the king the feveral commanders of the ChriAian 
army. Rinaldo and Tancred perform great adions, Dudon, 
having fignalized himfelf^ is killed by Argantes. The Pagans, 
being clofely preiTed, are at laft compelled to retreat to the 
city. Godfrey caufes Dudon to be interred with funeral ho- 
nours ; and fends his workmen to fell timber for making en- ' 
gines to carry on the fiege. 
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BOOK III. 

Now from the golden eaft the Zephyrs borne. 

Proclaimed with balmy gales th' approach of mom j 

And fair Aurora deck'd her radiant head 

"With rofes cropt in Eden*s flowery bed ; 

"When from the founding camp was heard afar 

The noife of troops preparing for the war : 

To this fucceed the trumpet's loud alarms, 

And rouzc, with fhriller notes, the hoft to arms. 

The fage commander o*er their zeal prefides. 

And with a gentle rein their ardour guides. 

Yet cafier feem'd it, near Charybdis' caves. 

To ftay the current of the boiling waves; 

Or ftop the north, that fhakes the mountain's brow, 

And whelms the vcflcls in the fcas below. 
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He rules their order, marfhals every band : 15 

Rapid they move, but rapid with command. 

With holy zeal their fwelling hearts abound j 

And their wing*d footfteps fcarccly print the ground. 

When now the fun afcends th* ethereal way, 

And ftrikes the dufty field with warmer ray; 

Behold Jerufalem* in profpeft lies I 

Behold Jerufalcm falutes their eyes ! 

At once a thoufand tongues repeat; the name. 

And hail Jerufalem with loud acclaim. 

To failors thus, who, wandering o'er the main. 
Have long cxplor'd fome diftant coaft in vain. 
In feas unknown and foreign regions loft. 
By ftormy winds and faithlefs billows toft. 
If chance at Jength th* expeded land appear. 
With joyful ftiouts they hail it from afar 5 
They point, with rapture, to the wifh*d-for fhore, 
An.d dream of former toils and fears np nrjorc. 

At firft, tranfported with the pleafing fight, 
Each Chriftian bofom glow'd with full delight^ 

* Beliold jerufalem — '} The emphatical repetition of the name 
Jerufalem, is adopted from Virgil, and has a fine effed in this 
book» wlikh opeus with wonderful folemnity, 

Italiam> I taliam primus conclamat Achates! ^^n. III. 
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But deep cgntricion foon their joy fupprcf^M, 35 

And holy forrow fadden'd every breaft : 
^Scarce dare their eyes the city walls furvey. 
Where, xloth'd in flelh, their dear Redeemer lay: 
Whofc iacred earth did once their Lord enclofe, . 
And where triumphant from the grave he rofe! 
Each fa\jltering tongue imperfeft fpeech fupplies ; 
Each labouring bofom heaves with frequent fighs ; • 
At once their minglfcd joys and griefs appear. 
And undiftinguifti'd murmurs fill the air. 
So when the ^rove the fanning wind receives, 
A whij^ring noife is heard among the leaves : 
So, near the craggy rocks or winding fhore. 
In hollow founds the broken billows roar. 
Each took th* example as their chieftains led. 
With naked feet** the hallowed foil they tread : 
Each throws his martial ornaments afide. 
The crcfted helmets, with their plumy pride : 
To humble thoughts their lofty hearts they bend. 
And down their cheeks the pious tears defcend: 
Yet each, as if his breaft no forrow mov'd. 
In words like thefe his tardy grief reprov'd^ 

^ ffiifi naked feet — \ This circumftancc is recorded iiv ll» 
J)iflory of tbe cruiaders. 
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Here* where thy wounds, O Lord! diftill'd a flood, 
And dy'd the hallow'd foil with ftreaming blood, 58 
Shall not thefe eyes their grateful tribute fhower. 
In fad memorial of that awful hour ? 
Ah ! wherefore frozen thus my heart appears^ 
Nor melts in fountains of perpetual tears! 
Why does my hardened heart this temper keep ? 
Now mourn thy fins, thy Saviour's fufferings weep !^ 

Meantime the watch that in the city flood. 
And from a lofty tower the country view'd. 
Saw midft the fields a rifing dufl: appear. 
That like a thickening cloud obfcur'd the air ; 
From which, by fits, a flafhing iplendor came. 
And fudden gleams of momentary flame : 
Refulgent arms and armour next were feen. 
And fteeds diftinguiflx'd, and embattled men: 
Then thus aloud^ — ^What mift obfcures the day ! 
What fplendors in yon dufty whirlwind play! 
Rift, rife, ye citizens 1 your gates defend : 
Hafte, fnatch your weapons, and the walls afcend! 
Behold the foe at hand! — he faid, and ceas'd: 
The Pagans heard, and fiiatch'd their arms in hafte. 
The helplefs children, and the female train. 
With feeble age that could not arms fuftain^ 
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Pak and afFrighted to the mofques repair, §1 

And humbly fupplicatc the powers with prayer. 

But thofe of limbs robuft^ and firm of ibtil. 

Already arm'd, impatient of control^ 

Part line the gates> and part afcend the wall : 

I'he king with care provides, and orders all : 

From place to place he marfhaird every crew. 

Then to the fummit of a tower wididrew. 

For hence in profpedt lay the fubje6t-lands. 

For hence he could with eafe dire£i: the bands. 

And there Erminia by his fide he plac'd, 

The Fair Erminia, who his palace graced. 

Since Antioch fell before the Chriftian hoft. 

And her dear fire the haplcfs virgin loft. 

Now had Clorinda with impatient fpeedj 
To attack the Franks, a chofen fquadron led : 
But, in a different part, Circaflia's knight^ 
Stood at a iccret gate prepared for fight. 
The generous maid with looks intrepid firM 
Her braye companions, and with words infpir'd. 
' ris ours to found the gbrious work, (flie cries) 
The hope of Afia in our courage lies ! 
While thus fhe Ipeaks, ihe fees a Chriftian band 
With rural fpoils advaiicing o'er the land; 

« AnOANTES. 
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Who Xcnt, as wont, to forage round the plain, 105 
Now feek with flocks and herds the camp again* 
Sudden on thefe (he turn'd; their chief beheld 
Her threatening force, and met her in the field : 
Gardo his name, a nxan approved in fight. 
But weak his ftrength to oppofe Clorinda's migh& 
Slain in the dreadful (hock, on earth he lies, 
O'erthrowa before the Franks^ and Syrians' cjres. 
Loud, at the fight, exclaim the Pagan train. 
And hail this omen, but their, hopes were vain I 
Fierce on the reft the warlike virgin flew. 
And pierced their battle, and their ranks overthrew ^ 
And, where her flaughtering fword a pafTage hew'd. 
Her fpUowing troops the glorious pi^th purfu'd. 
Soon from the fpoilcrs' hands their ipoil they take: 
The Franks, by flow degrees, the field forfake j 
At length the fummit of a hill they gain. 
And, aided by the height, the foes fdlain. 

Now, like a whirlwind rufliing fi-om the ikies. 
Or fwift as lightning through the ether flies. 
At Godfrey's fignal, noble Tancred near 
His fquadron moves, and fliakes his beamy (pear. 
So firm his hands the ponderous javelin wieldt 
So fierce the youthful warrior icours the field; 
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The king, who view'd him from his towery height, 129 
Eftecm'd him fure fome chief rcnown'd in fight: 
Then to the njaid befide him thus he ipoke, 
(Whofe gende foul with foft emotions fhook) 
Thou canft, by ufe, each Chriftian's name reveal **, 
. Though here difguis'd, and cas'd in Ihining fteel : • 
Say, who is he, fo fierce in combat feen. 
Of dauntlefs femblancc, and erefted mien ? 
At this the virgin hcav'd a tender figh, 
The filent drops flood trembling in her eye : 
But, all fhe could, the fair her tears fupprefs'd. 
And ftopp'd the murmurs of her troubled bread: 
Yet on her cheeks the trickling dews appeared, 
An4 from her Kps a broken figh was heard. 
Then artful to the king Ihe thus reply'd: 
(And ftrove with angry words her thoughts to hide) 
Ah me ! I know him fure, have caufe too well. 
Among a thoufand, that dire chief to tell ; 
Oft have I leen him ftrow the purple plain. 
And glut his fury with my people flain ! 

* Thou cavft, by ufe, each Chrtftians name reveal^ The follow- 
ing pa^fages^ where Ermtnia deferibes the leaders of the Chridiaa 
army, arc clofely copied from Homer, where Helcn> in like man- 
ner, (hew9 the Grecian commanders to Priam from the walls of 
Troy. Iliad, iii. 
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Alas ! how furc his blows I the wounds they give, 149 
Nor herbs can heal, nor magic arts relieve : 
Tancred his nantie-— O I grant fomc happier hour 
May yield him, living, prifoner to my power ! 
So might my foul fome fecret comfort find, 
And fweet revenge appeafe my reftlefs mind! 

She faid^ and ceas'dj the king the damfel heard, 
But to a different fenfe her fpeech referred ; 
While, mingled with thefe artful words flic ipoke, 
A figh Ipontaneous from her bofom broke. 

Meanwhile, her lance in reft, the warrior-dame 
With eager hafte to encounter Tancred came. 
Their vizors ftruck, the fpears in fhivers flew; 
The virgin's face was left expos'd to view; 
The thongs that held her helmet burft in twam i 
Hurl'd from her head, it bounded on the plain : 
Lx)ofe in the wind her golden treflfes flow'd. 
And now a maid Confefs'd to all fhe flood -, 
Keen flafli her eyes, her look with fury glows ^ 
Yet even in rage, each feature lovely Ihows : 
What charms muft then her winning fmiles difclofe? 
What thoughts, O Tancred ! have thy bofom mov'd ? 
Doft thou not fee and know that face beIov*d? 
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Lo ! there the face that caus'd thjr amorous pains ; 
Afk thy fond heart, for there her form remains : 17s 
Behold the features of the lovely dame, 
"Who for refreftimcnt to the fountain came *. 

The knight, who mark'd not firft her crcft and 
ihield, 
Aftonifli'd now her well-known face beheld. 
She, o'er her head difarm^d, the buckler threw. 
And on her fenfelefs foe with fury flew: 
The foe retir'd j on other parts he turn'd 
His vengeful ftcel : yet (till her anger burn'd j. 
And with a threatening voice aloud (he cry'd ; 
And with a two-fold death ^ the* chief defy*d. 
Th' cnamour'd warrior ne'er returns a Wow, 
Nor heeds the weapon of his lovely foeV 
But views, with eager gaze, her charming eyes. 
From which the (haft of love unerring fli^s : 
Then to himfelf~In vain the ftroke dcfccnds; 
In vain her angry (word the wound intends; 

« Who for refrejkment to ihefiunttim came.'] See Book i, ver. 352, 
where the firft account is given of Tancred's love to Clorinda^ 
and the adventare here referred to. 

' jind wth a tw<yjbld deat^^ Con doppia morte — The Italian 
eooeunentator explains this to mean, a natural death, and tho 
death of lore, una amonja altaa corfobalb. 

G 2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



84 JERUSALEM book m. 

While from her face linarm'd (he fends the dart^ igo 
That rives, with furer aim, my bleeding heart! 

At length refolv'd, though hopelefs of relief> 
No more in filence to fupprefs his grief; 
And that the dame might know her rage purfu'd 
A fuppliant captive by her charms fubdu'd ; 
O thou! (he cry'd) whofe hoftile fury glows 
On me alone amid this hoft of foes. 
Together let us from the field remove. 
And, hand to hand, our mutual valour prove. 

The maid his challenge heard, and, void of fear. 
With head unarmed rofli'd fiirious to the war : 
Her trembling lover's fteps in hafte purfu'd. 
And, now, prepared, in a6t of combat flood. 
Already aim'd a flroke -, when loud he cry'd : 
Firfl make conditions ere the ftrife be tr/d. 

Awhile her lifted arm the virgin ftay*d. 
And thus the youth, by love embolden'd, faid. 

Ah! fince on terms of peace thou wilt not join. 
Transfix this heart, this heart no longer mine : 
For thee with pleafurc I refign my breath ; 
Receive my life, and triumph in my death. 
See, unrefifling in thy fight I fland ; 
Then fay what caufc withholds thy lingering hand ? 
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Or fliall I from my breaft the corflet tear, ai4 

And to the ftroke my naked bofbm bare ? 

Thus wretched Tancred Ipoke, and more had faid 
To unfold his forrows to the wondering maid i 
But fudden now his troops appeared at hand. 
Who clofely prels'd the Pagan's yielding band : 
Or fear or art impelFd the Syrian racei 
One fcem'd to fly, while t' other held die chace. 
When lo! a foldier^ who his foes purfu'd. 
And, part expos'd, the fair Clorind^ viewed, 
Aim'd, as he pafs'd behind the unwary maid, 
A ludden ftroke at her defencelefs head. 
Tancred^ who fee^ exclaims widi eager cries, 
And with his iword to meet the weapon flies. 
Yet not in vain was urg'd the hoftilc ftecl. 
On her fair ncck% beneath her head, it fell ; 
Slight was the wound $ the crimfon drops appear. 
And tinge the rii^ets of her golden hair. 
So fhines the gold, which flqlful artifts frame> 
And, (nix'd wid^ rubies, darts a ruddy flam^, 



^ On her fair tucki^ This circunafiance of Clorinda being 
wounde^j is very fimilar to the pafTage in Boyardo, adopted by 
Ariofto^ where Bradamant is in like manner wounded in tho 
bead by a Pagan^ while ihe is parleying with Rogero. 
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Tifd at the deed, tk prince in anger burrfd, %u 
And, with his falchion, on the offender turn'd. 
This flics, and that purfiics with vengeful naind. 
Swift as an arrow on the wings of wind ! 
The mufing virgin view'd their couf fe from far, 
Then join'd her flying partners of the war. 
By turns (he flies ; by turns flie makes a ftand i 
And boldly oft attacks the Chriftian band. 
So fares a bull, with mighty ftrength indu'd. 
In fome wide field by troops of dogs purfu'd; 
Oft as he Ihows his horns, the fearful train 
Stop (hort, but follow when he flies again. 
And ftill Clorbda, as fhe fled the field. 
Her head defended with her lifted fhicld. 
Now thefe the battle fly, and thofe purfuc^ 
Till near the lofty walls appear in view; 
When, with a dreadful fliout that fills the air^ 
The Pagans, turning fwift, renew the war: 
Around the plain in circuit wide they bend. 
And flank the Chriilians, and their rear olFendt 
Then bold Argantes, from the city's height. 
Pours, with his fquadron, on the front of fight. 
Impatient of delay, before his crew. 
With furious hafte, the fierce Circalfian flew. 
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The firft: he met his thundering javelin found, 25B 

And horfe and hor&man tumbled to the ground : 

And ere the trufty fpcar in Ihivers brokcj 

What numbers more an equal fate partook! 

His falchion next he drew^ and every blow^ 

Or flays, or wounds, or overturns the foe. 

Clorinda law, and kindled at the view. 

And old Ardelius, fierc^e in battle, flew : 

Robufl: in age! two fons their father guard; 

But nought can now the deadly weapon ward, 

Akander, eldeft bom, her fury found. 

His (ire deierting with a ghaftiy wound ; 

And Poliphernes, next his place in fight. 

Scarce lav'd bis life from brave Clorinda's might. 

But Tancred, wearied with the fruitlefs chace 
Of him whofe courfer fled with fwifter pace. 
Now turned his eyes, and faw his troops from far 
Engaged too boldly in unequal war : 
He view'd them by furrounding Pagans prefs'd. 
And fpurr'd his courfer to their aid in hafle. 
Nor he alone, but to their refcue came 
The band, the firft in dangers as in fame % 
The band by Dudon led, the heroes' boaft. 
The ftrength and bulwark of the Chriftian hoft. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



88 JERUSALEM book m. 

Rinaldo, bravcft of the brave confe{s*d, 2S% 

Like flafhing lightning fhone before the reft! 
Erminia foon the gallant prince beheld. 
Known by the eagle!" in an amire field. 
Then to the king, who thither tum*d his eyes : 
Behold a chief, unmatched in arms! ((he cries) 
No fword Uke his in yonder camp is fcen, 
Tet fcarce appears the down to fliade his chin. 
Six champions more, his equals in the field> 
Had made already conquered Syria yield : 
The fiirtheft regions had confefs'd their fway. 
The diftant realms beneath the rifing day I 
And even the Nile, perhaps, his head unknown 
Had vainly then concealed, the yoke to (hun^ 
Such is the youth I his name Rinaldo call-*- 
Whofe hand with terror fhakes the threatened wall! 
Now turn your eyes, and yonder chief behold, 
ArrayM in verdant arms and (hining gold ; . 
Dudon his name, (the gallant hand he leads. 
Adventurers called, and firft in martial deeds) 



* Known h^ the eagle^-'] The white eagle in the azure fticld 
was the eniign of the houfe of Eftd : much is faid of this device 
by Ariolloi who gives it to Mandricardo and Rogero, and feigna 
it to have been borne by HcSor of Trpy. 
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Of noble liaeage, with experience crown*d, 302 

In age fuperior, as in worth renown'A 

See where yon leader clad in fable ftands, 

(Whofe brother holds the rule of Norway's lands) 

Gernando fierce, of no unwarlike name. 

But with his pride he fuUies all his fame. 

The friendly couple, who, in vefturc white. 

So clofc together fliare the tafk of fight. 

Are Edward and Gildippe, (blamclefs pair!) 

In love unequaird, and renown'd in war! 

While thus Ihe fpoke^ upon the plain below 
They law mora deep the dreadful carnage grow : 
There Tancred and Rinaldo's furious hands 
Pierc'd the thick ranks, and broke the oppofing bandi;. 
Next, with his fquadron, Dudon rufli'd along. 
And pour'd impetuous on the hoftile throng. 
Even fierce Argantes, tumbled to the ground 
By brave Rinaldo^ fcarce his fafety found : 
Nor had the haughty chief efcap'd fo well. 
But, 16! Rinaldo's horfe that inftant fell. 
And chancing on his mafter's foot to light. 
Detained awhile the champion from the fight 
The routed Pagans, now opprefs'd with dread, 
Forfook their ranks, and to the city fled. 
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Alone Clorinda and Argantes bear 326 

The raging ftorm that thunders on the rear. 
Intrepid thefe maintain their dangerous poft> 
And break the fury of the conquering hoft: 
Their darmg hands the foremoil battle meet. 
Bid flaughter paufe^ and cover the retreat- 
Impetuous Dudon chac*d the (lying crew> 
And fierce Tigranes, with a (hock> overthrew; 
Then through his neck the fword a paflagc founds 
And left the carcafe headlefs on the ground. 
In vain his cuirafs ftceFd Algazor wore i 
Corbano*s tempered cafque avaifd no mor^ 
This through the nape and face the weapt^|)refs'di 
That, through the back, and ifiu'd at his bl^ft. 
Then Amurath and Mahomet he flew ; ^ ^ 
Their fouls reluftant from their bodies flew. 
The fl:ern Almanzor next his valour prov'd ; 
And fcarce fecure the great Circaflian mov*d. 
Argantes rav'd, his breaft with fury burn'd. 
And oft, retreating, on the foe he turned i ^ 
Till with a fudden ftroke the chief he found. 
And in his flank impreis^d a mortal woimd. 
Prone falls the leader, ftretch*d on earth he lies. 
An iron fleep invades his fwimming eyes : 
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And thrice he drives to view the light b vain, SJO 
And on his arm his finking bulk fuftain: 
Thrice backward falls, and fickens at the (ightt 
And fhuts at length his eyes in endlefs night: 
A chilly fweat o'er all his body ftreams ; 
A mortal coldnefs numbs his fHffening limbs. 
The fierce Argantes ftay'd not o'er the dead^ 
But, turning to the Franks, aloud he faid. 

Warriors, attend 1 furvey this bloody fword. 
But yeftcr's fun the prefcnt of your lordl 
Mark how this hand has tried its ufe to-day: 
Hafte! to his ears the glad report convey: 
What fecret pleafure muft your leader fccl^ 
To find his glorious gift approved fo well] 
Bid him, to nobler purpoie foon addreis'd^ 
Expert this weapon buried in his bread 1 
And fhould he long dekty our force to meei^ 
This h^nd (hall tear him from his dark retreat. 
Boaftful he ipoke; enrag'd the Chriftians hear. 

And furious round him drive the thickening war^ 

But he already, with the flying crew. 

Safe in the fhelter of the town withdrew. 
Now from the wall the clofc defenders pour 

Thdr fionesi like ftorms of hail, a mifllle fhower: 
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Unnumber'd quivers fliafts for bows fupply; 374 

And clouds of arrows frbm the ramparts fly! 

« 

Awhile they force th* advancing Franks to ftand. 
Till in the gates retreat the Pagan band -, 
When lo ! Rinaldo came, (who now had freed 
His foot encumbered by his fallen fteed) , 
Eager he rulh'd, on proud Argantes* head 
To take revenge for haplefs Dudon dead : 
Through all the ranks, infpiring rage, he flies : 
Why Hand we lingering here ? (the warrior cries) 
Loft is that chief who ruFd our band of late, 
Why hafte we not to avenge the leader's fate ? 
When fuch a caufe our vengeful force demands, 
Shall thefe weak ramparts 'ftop our conquering hands? 
Did walls of triple fteel the town enclofc. 
Or adamantine bulwarks guard the foes, 
Yet vainly there fliould hope to lurk fecure 
The fierce Argantcs from your wrathful power— 
Haftc! let us ftorm the gates — He faid, and flew 
With forc;moft fpeed before the warring crew : 
Daundels he goes, nor falling ftones he fears. 
Nor ftorms of arrows, hifling round his ears : 
So fierce he nods his creft, fo towers on high. 
Such lightning flafhes fi-om his angry eye i 
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The Pagans on the walls, with doubts opprefs'd, 39$ 
Feel fudden terrors rife in every breaft. 

While thus Rinaldo to the battle moves. 
And thefe encourages, and thofe reproves ; 
Behold, difpatch'd by Godfrey's high commands^ 
The good Sigero ftopp'd the advancing bands : 
He, in the leader's name, reprefs'd their heat. 
And bade the Chriftians from the field retreat. 
Return, ye warriors! (thus aloud he cry'd) 
Till fitter feafon lay your arms afide : 
This Godfrey wills, and be his will obey'd,- 
He faid : Rinaldo then his ardour ftay'd. 
And ftern obedience to the fummons paid. 
He turn'd ; but his difdainful looks reveal'd 
The fury in his breaft but ill conceal'd. 

Now from the walls the unwilling fquadrons go, 
Retiring, unmolefted by the foe j 
Yet leave not Dudon's corfc, in battle flain. 
Deprived of rites, negleflred on the plain : 
Supported in their arms, with pious care^ 
His faithfiil friends their honour'd burthen bean 
Meantime aloft their leader Godfrey flood. 
And from a rifing ground the city view'd. 
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On two ttnequal hills ' the city ftands, ^i 

A vale between divides the higher lands. 
Three fides without impervious to the foes : 
The northern fide an eafy paffage Ihows, 
With fmooth afcent ; but well they guard the part 
With lofty walls, and laboured works of art. 
The city lakes and living Iprings contains^ 
And cifterns to receive the falling rains : 
But bare of herbage is the country round ; 
Nor iprings nor ftreams refrefti the barren ground. 
No tender flower exalts its cheerful head : 
No ftately trees at noon their fiielter ipread ; 
Save where two leagues remote a wood appears, 
£mbrown*d with noxious fiiade, the growth of years. 

Where morning gilds the city's eaftern fide» 
The facred Jordan pours its gentle tide. 
Extended lie, againft the fetting day, 
The.fandy borders of the midland fea: 
Samaria to the north, and Bethers wood^ 
Where to the golden calf the altar ftood : 

i On two unequal hills — "] Ariofto, ip like manner^ particalarl/ 
defcribca the fituation of the city of Paris, before Ae attack 
made by the Pagan army* 

Orlando Furioso, Book xiv. ver.77^ 
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And on the rainy fouth, the hallow'd earth * 441 
Of Bethrein, where the Lord receiv'd his birth. . 

While Godfrey thus, above the fubjedl field. 
The lofty walls and Sion's ftrength beheld ; 
And ponder'd where to encamp his martial powers. 
And where he beft might ftorm the hoftile towVsj 
Full on the chief Erminia caft a look. 
Then ftiowM him to the king, and thus fhe Ipoke. 

There Godfrey ftands, in purple vcftur^ feen. 
Of regal prefence, and exalted mien. 
He feems by nature born to kingly fway, 
Vcrs'd in each art to make mankind obey: 
Well flciird alike in every tafk of fight; 
In whom the foldier and the chief unite : 
Nor can the troops of yonder numerous hoft, 
A wifer head or fteadier courage boaft. 
Raymond alone with him the praife can fliarc 
Of wifdom in the cool debates of war; 
Tancred alone and great Rinaldo claim 
An equal glory in the field of fame. 

All tongues (reply'd the king) his worth report; 
I faw and knew him at the Gallic court, 
Vv hen Egypt fent me envoy into France : 

Oft in the lifts I faw him wield the lance; • 

t 
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A ftripHng then, for fcarce the down began 46^ 

To clothe his cheeks, the promife of a man! 
Yet did his words and early deeds pre/age. 
Too fure, alas! his fame in riper age! 

Sighing he fpoke, and hung his penfive head. 
Then rais'd his eyes again, and thus he faid. 

Say, what is he who ftands by Godfrey's fide. 
His upper garments with vermilion dy'd ? 
How near his air, his looks how much the fame;: 
Though Ihort his ftature, lefs creft his frame 1 
*Tis Baldwin, brother to the prince (fhe cry'd) 
In feature like, but more by deeds ally*d. 
Now turn thy eyes where, with a reverend mien> 
In aft to council yonder chief is fcen : 
Raymond is he, in every conduft lage. 
Mature in wifdom of experienced age : 
None better warlike ftratagems can frame. 
Of all the Gallic or the Latian name. 
Beyond, the Britifh monarch's fon behold. 
The noble William with the cafque of gold. 
Next Guelpho, whom his birth and aftions raile. 
Among the foremoft names to equal praife : 
FuU well I know the chief, to fight confefs*d. 
By his broad (boulders and his ample cheft. 
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But ftiil, amidft yon numerous troops bdow, 469 
My eyes explore in yain their deadlieft foe; 
Boemond^ whole fury ajl my race puifued^ 
The ftern dcftroyer of my royal blood! 

Thus commuoe they; while from the hiU defcends 
The Chriftian chie^ and joins his warlike fiiends. 
The city viewed, he deems the attempt were vain^ 
O'er craggy rocks the ftcepy pais to gain» 
Then on the ground, that rofe with imoofih afcent^ 
Againft the northern gate he pitch*d his tent; 
And thence proceeding to the corner tower, 
£ncamp*d in length the remnant of his power; 
But could not half the city^s wall enclofc. 
So wide around the Ipacious bulwarks roie. 

But Godfrey well fecures each feveral way 
That might afflftance to the town convey; 
To feize on every pafe his care he bends, 
And round with trenches deep the canip defends. 

Thcfe works performed, his fteps the hero turn'd. 
Where lay the breathlels corfe of Dudon mourn*d : 
ArrivM, the lifclcfs leader prone he found, 
With many weeping friends encompafs'd round. 
High on a ftatdy bier the dead was plac'd. 
With funeral pomp and friendly honours grac'd» 
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When Godfrey cntcr'd \ (bon the mournful crowd 
Indulged their fecret woes» and wept aloud ^ 514 

While, with a face conipos'd, the pious chief 
Beheld in filcnce, and fupprefs'd his grief; 
Till, having view'd awhile the warrior dead. 
With thoughtful looks intent, at length he faid. 
Nor plaints nor forrow to thy deadi we owe. 
Though called {o fuddcn from our world below: 
In Heaven thou liv*ft again ; thy mortal name 
Has left behiiid thee glorious tracks of fame. 
Well hail thou kept on earth the Chriftian laws ; 
Well haft thou died a warrior in their caufe ! 
Now, happy (hade! enjoy thy Maker's light, 
Unfading laurels now thy toils requite! 
Hail and be blefsM! we mourn not here thy fate, 
But weep the chance of our deferted fbte. 
With thee, fo bravely paitihg from our hoft. 
How ftrong a finew of the can^p is loft! 



k Jf%n Godfrey enUrd,—^ The following paflage is taken 
from Virgirs accoudt of the behaviour of -^neas at the death of 
Pallas, ^n. xi. and from Ariofto*s funeral of ^tzn^aaxt^ 
Book xliii. where Orlando is introduced making a noble and 
pathetic dration over his deceafed friend. 
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But tho' the fate, which fnatch'd thee from our eyes^ 
Thy earthly fuccour to our caufe denies j 533 

Thy foul can yet cclcftial aids obtain, 
Elefted one of Heaven's immortal train. 
Oft have we feen thee in th' embatded field, 
A mortal then, thy mortal weapons wield ; 
So hope we ilill to fee thee wield in fight 
The fatal arms of Heaven's refiftlcfs might. 
O ! hear our prayers i our pious vows receive ; 
With pity all our earthly toils relieve : 
Procure us conqueft, and our hoft fliall pay 
Their thanks to thee on that triumphant day. 

Thus Ipoke the chief ; and now the fable night 
Had banifh'd every beam of cheerful light -, 
And, with oblivion fweet of irkfome cares. 
Imposed a truce on mortal plaints and tears. 

But fleeplefs Godfrey lay, who faw 'twere vain 
To attempt, without machines, the walls to gain: 
What foreft might the ample planks provide. 
And how to frame the piles, his thoughts employ'd. 

Up with the fun -he rofe, and left his bed 
To attend the funeral rites of Dudon dead. 
Near to the camp, beneath a hillock, flood 
Theftately tomb, composed of cyprefs-wood; 
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Above, a palm-tree fpread its verdant fhade: '555 
To this the mourning troop the corfe convey'd. 
With thefe the holy priefb (a reverend train !) 
A requiem chanted to the warrior flain. 
High on the boughs were hung, difplay'd to fight. 
The various arms and enfigns won in fight ; 
In happier times the trophies of his hands, 
Gain'd fi-om the Syrian and the Perfian bands. 
The mighty trunk his^fliining cuirafs bore. 
And all thofe arms which once the hero wore. 
Then on the fculptur'd tomb thefe words appear: 
•' Here Dudon lies — ^the glorious chief revere !" 

Soon as the prince thefe pious rites had paid, ' 
(The laft fad office to the worthy dead) 
He fent his workmen to the woods, prepared. 
And well fupported with a numerous guard. 
ConceaFd in lowly vales* the foreft ftands,- 
A Syrian Ihew'd it to the Chriftian bands. 
To this they march to hew the timbers down. 
To (hake the ramparts of the hallowed town. 
To fell the trees each other they provoke ; 
The infulted foreft groans at every ftroke. 

1 Qmceardinlowlyuales — "] This foreft was fix miles diflant 
from the city, and, agreeable to what the poet here fajrs, was 
firft pointed out to them by a Syrian. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BOOK III. DELIVERED. loi 

Cut by the bitipg fteel, on earth afe laid ^77 

The pliant afli, the beech's fpreading Ihade. 
The facred palm, the funeral cyprefs fall 5 
The broad-leav'd fycamore, the plantane tall. 
The married elm his nodding head declines. 
Around whqfe trunk the vine her tendril twines. 
Some fell'd the pine j the oak while others hew*d. 
Whole leaves a thoufand changing Iprings rencw'di 
Whofe llately bulk a thoufand winters ftqod. 
And fcorn'd the winds that rend the lofty wood. 
Some on the creaking wheels with labour ftow*d 
The unftuous fir, and cedar's fragrant load. 
Scar'd at the founding axe, and cries of men. 
Birds quit the neft, and beads forfake the den I 



END OF THE THIRD BOOK, 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Fluxo calls a council of the infernal powers. His fpeech to 
urge them to employ their machinations againft the ChriiliaBS. 
Hidraotes^ king of Damafcus^ incited by A demon, fends his 
niece Armida to the Chriftian camp. She is introduced to 
Godfrey} and endeavours^ by a feigned ftory of her misfor- 
tunes, to raife his compaifion. Many of the chiefs, touched 
with her pretended forrows, and inflamed with her beauty, 
are very prelHng with Godfrey to permit them to engage in 
her caufe. He at length yields to their requeft. Armida, 
during her reiidence in the camp, captivates, by her arts, almoft 
all the principal commanders. 
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'While riiefe intent their vaft machines prepare 

To aflail the city with decifive war ; 

The foe of man, whole malice ever burns. 

His livid eyes upon the Chriftians turns : 

He fees what mighty works their care engage. 

And grinds his teeth, and foams with inward ragei 

Andi like a wounded bull with pain opprefs^d. 

Deep groans rebellow from his hideous breaft. 

Then bending every thought new fchemes to frjwnc, 

For fwiit deftrudion on their hated namiei 

He fummon'd in his court, to deep debate, 

A horrid council of th* infernal ftate r 

Infenfate wretch! as if th' attempt were light 

To oppofc Jehqvah's will, and dare his might: 
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Ah ! too forgetful how the vengeful hand 15 

Of Heaven's Eternal hurls the forky brand ! 

The trumpet now, with hoarfc-refounding breath, 
Convenes the fpirits in the ihades of death : 
The hollow caverns tremble at the found; 
The air re-echoes to the noife around ! 
Not louder terrors fhake the diftant pole. 
When through the Ikies the rattling thunders roll ; 
Not greater tremors heave the labouring earth. 
When vapours, pent within, contend for birth! 
The Gods of hell the awful fignal heard % 
And, thronging round the lofty gates, appeared 
In various fhapes, tremendous to the view ! 
What terror from their threatening eyes they threw! 



» T^ Gods of hell the cmful Jignal heard;] There can be little 
doubt bpt Milton made ufe of this paflkge in bis account of 
the fallen angels^ and in particular of the fpeech whidi 
TafTo here puts into the mouth of Pluto (as he injudidouflx 
calls him) which is very charaderilUc of his infernal difpo- 
fition. The poet has, with lingular judgment, made him ufe 
a phrafe only fnitable to the Supreme Being, ** Let what I 
" will be fate!" But how infinitely fuperior is our great 
countryman in his fird and fecond books of Paradise Lost, 
without any mixture of the Italian*s puerile and difgufiivg 
imagery \ 
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Some cloven feet with human faces wear, 29 

And curling fnakes compofc their dreadful hair; 
And from behind is feen, in circles caft, 
A ferpent's tail voluminous and vaft! 
A dioufand Harpies foul and Centaurs here. 
And Gorgons pale, and Sphinxes dire, appear 5 
Unnumber'd Scyllas barking rend the air ; 
Unnumber'd Pythons hifs, and Hydras glare! 
Chimeras here are found ejefting flame. 
Huge Polypheme, and Geryon*s triple frame 5 
And many more of mingled kind were feen. 
All monftrous jfbrms, unknown to mortal men ! 

In order fcated now, th* infernal band 
Enclos'd their grifly king on either hand. 
Full in the midft imperial Pluto fate ; 
His arm fuftain'd the mafTy fceptrc's weight. 
Nor rock nor mountain lifts its head fo high ; 
K'en towering Atlas, that fupports the fky, 
A hillock, if compar'd with him, appears. 
When his large front and ample horns he rears f 
A horrid majefly his looks exprefs'd. 
Which fcatter'd terror, and his pride increased ; 
His fanguine eyes with baleful venom ftarc. 
And, like a comet, caft a difmal glares 
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A length of beard dcfcending o'er bis breaft, 53 

In rugged curls conceals his hairy cheft ; 
And, like a whirlpool in the roaring floods 
Wide gapes his mouth obfcene with clotted blood! 
As fmoky fires from burning ^tna rife. 
And fteaming fulphiur, that infefts the fkies; 
So from his throat the cloudy fparkles came^ 
With peftilential breath and ruddy flame : 
And, while he Ipoke, fierce Cerberus forbore 
His triple bark, and Hydra ceas'd to roar; 
Cocytus ftay*d his courfci th' abyfles (hook; 
When from his lips thefe thundering accents broke 

Tartarean powers! more worthy of a place 
Above the fun, whence fprung your glorious race; 
Who loft with me, in one difaftrous fight. 
Yon blifsful feats, and realms of cndlefs light! 
Too well Our former injuries are known. 
Our bold attempt againft th* Almighty's throne : 
See now he rqles at will the cryftal fphercj 
And we the name of rebel angels bear; 
And (fad reverfe!) exil'd from cloudlefs days. 
The golden {nn above, and ftarry rays. 
He fhuts us here in dreary glooms immur'd. 
Our purpofe thwarted^ and our fame obfcur'd; 
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And now eleds (a thought that ftings me more tj 

Than all the pains I e'er endur'd before) 

To fill our ftation, man of abjcft birth, 

A creature faftiion'd of the dull of earth ! 

Nor this fuffic'd ; his only Son he gave 

(To opprefs us more) a vidtim to the grave; 

Who came, and burft th' infernal gates in twain. 

And boldly enter'd Pluto's fated reign j 

And thence released the fouls, by lot our due. 

And with his fpoils to heaven victorious flew : 

Triumphant there, our dire difgrace to tell. 

He fpreads the banners wide of conquer'd hell ! 

But wherefore fhould I thus renew our woe ? 

And who are thofe but muft our fufferings know? 

Was there a time that e'er our foe we faw 

The purpofe, which his wrath purfu'd, withdraw ? 

Then caft each thought of former wrongs behind. 

And let the prefent outrage fill the mind : 

See now what arts he praftifes to gain 

The nations round to worfhip in his fane ! 

And (hall we lie negleftful of our name. 

Nor juft revenge our kindling breafts inflame ? ' 

And tamely thus behold, in Afia's lands. 

New vigour added to his faithful bands ? 
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Beneath his yoke (hall Sion's city bend, joi 

And further ftill his envied fame extend ? 

Shall other tongues be taught to found his praife? 

For him (hall others tune their grateful lays ? 

Shall other monuments his laws proclaim ? 

New fculptur'd brafs and marble bear his name ? 

Our broken idols caft to earth, and fcorn'd ? 

Our altars to his hated worftiip turn'd ? 

To him Ihall gifts of myrrh and gold, be made? 

To him alone be vows and incenfe paid ? 

Where every temple once ador'd our power. 

Their gates be open to our arts no more ? 

Such numerous fouls no longer tribute pay, 

And Pluto here an empty kingdom fway ? 

Ah! no— our former courage ftill we boaft; 

That dauntlefs Ipirit which infpir'd our hoft,^ 

When, girt with flames and fteel, in dire alarms 

We durft oppofe the King of Heaven in arms! 

*Tis true we loft the day (fo fate ordain'd) 

But ftill the glory of th' attempt remained : 

To him was given the conqueft of the field ; 

To us, fuperior minds that fcorn'd to yield. — 

But wherefore thus your well-known zeal detain? 

Go, faithful peers and partners of my reign. 
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My pride and ftrength! our hated foes oppreisi 135 
And crufh their, empire ere its power increafe : 
Hafte (ere deftruftion end Judea's name) 
And quench the fury of this growing flame ; 
Mix in their councils, fraud and force employ^ 
With every art induftrious to deftroy: 
Let what I will be fate — let fbme be (lain. 
Some wander exiles from their ibcial train j 
Some, funk the flaves of love's lafcivious power. 
An amorous eye or dimpled fmile adore. 
Againft its mafter turn th' infenfate fteel. 
And teach difcordant legions to rebeL 
Perifti the camp, in final ruin loft. 
And perifh all remembrance of the hoft! 

Scarce had the tyrant ccas*d, when fudden rofe 
The raging band of Goo's rebellious foes ; 
And, eager to review the cheerful light. 
They rulh'd impatient from the (hades of night. 
Astounding tempefts with impetuous force 
Burft from their native caves, with furious courfe. 
To blot the luftre of the gladfomc day. 
And pour their vengeance on the land and fea : 
So thefe from realm to realm their pinions ipread. 
And o'er the world their baneful venom fhedj 
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And all their hcUifh arts and frauds applied^ 149 

In various ftiapes and fornns before untried. 

Say, Mufe! from whence, and how the fiends began 

To vent their fury on the Chriftian train; 

For well to thee each fecret work is known^ 

Which Fame to us tranfrtiits but faintly down. 

O'er wide Damafcus and the neighbouring land, 
A fam'd magician^^ Hidraotes, reign'd ; 
Who, from his youth, his early ftudies bent 
To explore the feeds of every dark event: 
But, fruitlefs (lill! not all his arts declare 
The fecret iffue of the dubious war : 
Nor fix'd nor wandering ftars by alpefts tell, 
Nor truth he finds from oracles of heH. 
And yet (O knowledge of prefuming man. 
Of thought fallacious and of judgment vain!) 
He deem'd that Heaven would fure deftrudlion fliowcr 
To crufh the Chriftians' ftill unconquer'd power ; 
His fancy view'd at length their army loft. 
And palms and laurels for th* Egyptian hoft : 
Hence fprung a wifh his fubjeft-bands might fharc, 
With thefe, the fpoils and glory of the war : 
But, fince the valour of the Franks was known. 
He fear'd the conqueft would be dearly won. 
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Now various plans his wily thoughts cmploy'd 17s 

To fow diflenfion, and their foircc divide : 

So might his troops, with Egypt's numbers join'd, 

An'eafier field againft the Chriftians find. 

While thus he thought, th' apoftate angel came^ 

And added fiiel to his impious flame; 

And fudden with infernal counfels fir*d 

His refUefs bofom, and his foul infpir'd^ 

A damfel for his niece the monarch own'd, 
Whofe matchlefs charms were thro' the Eaft renowned; 
To her was every art of magic known, 
And all the wiles of womankind her own. 
To her the king th' important tafk affign'd ; 
And thus revealed the purpofe of his mind. 

O! thouj my beft.belov'd! whofe youthfiil charms> 
(Sweet finiles and graces. Love's refiftlefs arms!) 
A manly mind and thoughts mature conceal s 
Whofe stfts in magic even my own excel; ^ 
Great fchemes I frame^ nor ihall thofe fchemes be vadn^ 
Aflift but thou the labours of my brain. 
Then heed my counfel, in the talk engage. 
And execute the plan of cautious age« 
Go, feek the hoftile camp : and there improve 
Each female artifice that kindles love : 

VOL. I. I 
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With fpeiiking forrows bathe thy powerful eyes; 19; 
And mix thy tender plaints with broken fighi : 
F» beauty^ by misfortune's hand opprefe'd. 
Can falhion to her will the hardeft brcaft. 
With bafhfal mien relate the plaufive tale ; 
With (how of truth the fecret falfehood vtil. 
Ufe every art of words and winning fniiles 
To allure the leader Godfrey to thy tolls : 
That thus, a flave to love and beauty won. 
His foul may loath his enterprize begun. 
But if the Fates this fnare Ihall render vain, 
Inflame the boldeft of the warrior trains 
And lead them diftant from the camp afer. 
Ne'er to return and mingle in the war. 
AH ways are juft to guard religion^s laws. 
All means aro Ja^ul in our country's caufe. 

The grestt attempt Armida's bofom warnfis, 
(Proud #f her bloom and more than mfortal charms): 
She thencA, at ievening's clafe, departs alone 
Through folitary paths and ways unknown ; 
And trufts in female vefts, and beauty bright, 
To conquer armies unfubdu'd in fight. 
But various Tumdurs of her flight, difiois'd 
With purposed art, the vulgar-crowd amus-d. 
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Few days were pafl^ when near the danoipl drtw^ 
To where the Chriftian cents appeared in vi^w, 1^2% 
Her matchlefs charms the wondering bands furprifCt 
Provoke their whiipers, and attraA their eyes. 
So mortals, through the midnight fields of air, 
Obferve the blaze of fome unufual ftar. 
Sudden they throng to view th' approaching dame^ 
Eager to learn her me0age and her name. 
Not Argos, Cyprus, or the Delian coaft 
Could e*er a form or mien fa loVely boaft. 
Now through her fnowy veil, half hid from fi^t, 
Her golden locks difibie a doubtful light; 
And now, unveil*d, in open view they flow'd : 
So Phoebus glimmers through a fleecy cloud. 
So from the cloud again redeems his ray. 
And flieds frefti glory on the face of day. 
In wavy ringlets falls her beauteous hair^ 
That catch new graces from the Iportive air : 
Declined on earth, her modeft look denies 
To Ihow the ftarry luftre of her eyes : 
O'er her fair fece a roly bloom is Ipread, 
And ftains her ivory fkin with lovely red: 
Sofr-breathing fweets her opening lips difclofe; 
The native odours of the budding rofe! 

I 2 
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Her bofom bare dilplays its fnowy charms, 245 

Where Cupid frames and points his fiery arms : 
.Hecfniooth and fwelling breafts are part reveal'd, 
And part beneath her envious veft conceal'd j 
Her robes oppofe the curious fight in vain. 
No robes oppos'd can amorous thoughts reftrain: 
The gazer, fir'd with charms already fliown. 
Explores the wonders of the charms unknown. 
As through the limpid ftream, or cryftal bright. 
The rays of Phoebus dart their piercing light : 
So through her veft can daring fancy glide. 
And view what modefty attempts to hide ; 
Thence paints a thoufand loves and fofc defires, 
And adds frefti fiiel to the lover's fires f 

Thus pafs'd Armida through th' admiring crowd, 
(With fecret joy her heart exulting glowed) 
She read their thoughts, and various wiles defign'd, 
And fchemes of future conqueft filPd her mind* 
While in fufpenfe her cautious eyes explored 
Some guide to lead her to the Chriftian lord. 
Before her fight the young Euftatius fl:ands. 
Great Godfrey's brother, who the hoft commands : 
Her^beauty's blaze the warrior's breaft alarms. 
He ftays, and, wondering, gazes xmhcr charms : 



> 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BOOK IV. DELIVERED. 117 

At once the flames of love his foul inipire ; 26^ 

As o*er the ftubbic runs the blazing fire. 
Then bold through youth, by amorous paflion prels*d» 
He thus, with courtly words^ the dame addrefs*d. 

Say, damfel ! (if thou bear'ft a mortal name. 
For fure thou leem'ft not of terreftrial frame! 
Since Heaven ne'er gave to one of Adam's race 
So large a portion of celeftial grace!) 
What fortune bids thee to our camp repair ? 
What fortune fends to us a form fo fair ? 
What art thou ? If of heavenly lineage (ay. 
So let me, proftrate, rightful homage pay. 

Too far thy praife extends, (Ihe made reply) 
My merits ne'er attained a flight fo high : 
Thy eyes, O chief! a mortal wretch furvcy. 
To pleafure dead, to grief a living prey I 
Unhappy fate my footfticps hither led, 
A fugitive forlorn, a wandering maid! 
Godfrey I-feek, on him my hopes depend, 
OppreflSon's fcourge, and injur'd virtue's friend ! 
Then, generous as thou feem'ft, indulge my griei^ 
And grant me audience of thy godlike chi^f. 

Then he : A brother fure may gain his ear, 
' May lead thee to hixp, and thy fuit pi;efer ; 
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Thou haft not chofen ill, O lovely dame! 2ga 

Some intereft in die leader's breaft I claim : 
Ufe as thou wilt (nor deem in vain my word) 
His powerful fceptre and his brother's fword. 

He ceas'd, and brought her where, rctir'd in flate. 
Encircled by his chie&, the Hero fate. 
With awful reverence at his fight flie bow'd. 
Then feem*d abalh'd with (hame, and filait ftood. 
With gentle words the leader ftrove to cheer 
Her drooping* fpirits, and difpel her fear : 
Till thus flie fi:am*d her tale with fraudful art. 
In accents fweet, that won the yielding heart. 

Unconquer*d prince ! whofe far-refounding name 
With every virtue fills the mouth of fame! 
Whom kings themfelves, fobdu'd, with pride obey, 
While vanquifliM nations glory in thy fway! 
Known is thy valour, and thy ivorth approved. 
By all efteem'd, and by thy foes belov'd! 
Even thofe confide m him diey fear*d before. 
And, when diftrcfsM, thy faving hand implore. 
I, who a different feith from thine profefs ; 
A faith obnoxious, which thy amis of^refs; 
Yet hope, by thee, to afcend my ri^tfiil thtooc<r 
Where once my fires, ki regal loftre, Ihone. 
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Ifj from their kindred, others aid demandj $\f 

To oppofe the fury of a foreign band ; 

I, fince my friends no ties of pity feelj 

Againft my bipod invoke the hollile fteeL 

On thee I call s in thee my hopes I place ; 

'Tis thine alone my abjedt ftate to raiie. 

No lefs a glory fhall thy labours crown^ 

To exalt the low> than pull the mighty down ; 

An equal praife the name of mercy yields 

With routed fquadrons in triumphaQt itelds. 

ft Haft thou fn^tch'd from kings the ibvereign power : 

in now a like renown^ and minfe reftore. 

! mgy thy pitying grace my caule fufUin, 
Nor let me on thy hejp rely in vain ! 
Wimefe that Power, to all an equal God! 
Thy aid wpis ne'er in jufter caufe beftow'd. 
But hear me firft my haplels fortune (how^ 
And fpeak the tr^afhery of a kindrpd-i9C. 

In me t^ cbil4 pf ArbUan f^rvey, 
Who o*er Daxnaicus once maintained the fway; 
He, fprung pf bqmbler race, in marrijige ggin'd 
Fair Chariclea, ^ the crown obtained : 
But fhe, who nds'd him to the fovereign ftate^ 
Ere I was born, rccciv'd the ftroke of fa£e« 
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One fatal day my mother fnatch'd from earth -, 341 

The fame, alas ! beheld my haplefs birth! 

Five annual funs had fcarce their influence (hed, 

Since from the world my deareft parent fled, 

Whtn, yielding to the fate, of all mankind. 

My fire in Heaven his faithful confort join d 

The monarch, to a brother's guardian care, 

Confign'd his fceptre and his infant-heir : 

In whom he deem*d he juftly might confide. 

If ever virtue'did in man rcfide. 

The kingdom's rule he feiz*d, but ftill he (how'd 

A zeal for me, and for my country's good 5 

While all his aftions feem'd th' cfFefts to prove 

Of faith untainted and paternal love. 

But thus, perchance, with Ihows of anxious zeal, 

He fought his traiterous purpofe to conceal ; 

Or elfc, fincere, to efifeft his deep defign, 

My hand in marriage with his fon to join. 

I grew in years, and with me grew his fon 5 

In whom no knightly virtues ever flione : 

Rude was his aipe£k, ruder was his foul. 

Rapacious, proud, impatient of control : 

Such was the man my guardian had decreed 

Tq ihare my kingdom and my nuptial hecJU 
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In vain to win ntic to his will he try'd ; 36s 

I heard in filence, or his luit dcny'd. 
One day he left me, when his looks confefs'd 
Some fatal treafon lurking in his breaft ; 
Alas! methought I then could clearly trace 
My future fortune in the tyrant's face : 
From thence what vifions did my foul affright, 
Diftraft my flcep, and Ikim before my fight I 
O'er all my ipirits hung a mournful gloom, 
A fure prefage of every woe to come I 
Oft to my view appeared my mother*s ghoftj 
A bloodlefs form, in tears and forrows loft! 
Ah me! far diftant from hsc fornier look! 
Fly, fly, my daughter! (thus the phantom ipcA:e) 
For thee the murderous fteel the tyrant bears : 
For thee his rage th' envenom'd bowl prepares! 
But what avaiVd thefe bodings of my mind ? 
Why was I warned to fliun the ills defign'd ? 
Could I, an helplefi maid^ reiblve to roam, 
A willing exile from my native home ? 
A milder choice it feeni*d to clofc my fight 
In that dear place where firft I faw the light; 
Yet death I fear'd, and fear'd from death to flyi 
Nor knew on whom for counfel to rely. 
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To none I durft my fecret thoughts jelate, sag 

But liv'd in dread fufpcnfc, uncertain of my fatCi! 
Like one, who, every moment, thinks to feel 
On his defcncelcfs head th' impending fteel. 
But (whether fortune now was kinder grown. 
Or Heaven referv'd me yet for woes unknown) 
A. faithful courtier, who^ with anxious cares^ 
Had bred my father from his infant ye^s, 
Touch'd with compaflion for my death decreed, 
Reveal'd the tyrant's meditated deedj 
And own'd himfelf th' defted minifter 
That day the poifon to my hand to bear. 
He bade mefty, if ftiU I wifh'd to live. 
And proffer'd every aid his power could give : 
With foQtJhtog words againft myfoars he wrought; 
And foon eonfirm'd my undetermiii'ti thought ; 
With him I then rcfolv'd, at parting lights 
To fly, and truft myfafety to my flight. 

*Twas now the hoiir diat filence reign'd arpund^ 
And welcome darkods brooded on the ground s 
When, unperceiv'd, I pa6*d the palace-gate; 
(Two faithfel naaids copipani^iis i&f my fate) 
Yet, with. a tearful ^ye, ^nd heavy mind, 
I left my dear paternal fetf behind j 
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While, as my tardy feet their courfe purfu*d, 418 
With longing looks, my lov'd, loft home I vicw'd 
So fcems a Ihip by fudden tempefts toft. 
And torn, unwilling, from its friendly coafl:. 
All night, and all th' enfuing day, we pafs'd 
Through pathlefs deierts, and a dreary wafte : 
Till, feated on the borders of the land, 
A cattle's fafe retreat at length we gained. 
Here dwelt Arontcs, who, with pious truth, 
Preferv'd my life, the guardian of my youth. 
But when the traitor faw his treafon vain. 
And found me thus efcap'd his deathful train, 
He, with inveterate rage and fraudful mind. 
Accused us of a crime himfclf dcfign'd. 
My bribes (he faid) had falfe Arontes wrought 
To mingle deadly poifon in his draught ; 
That, when he could no more my will reftrain. 
To loofe defires my foul might give the rein. 
Ah! firft let lightning on my head defcend. 
Ere, facred virtue ! I thy laws offend! 
With grief the tyrant on my throne I view*d. 
And faw him thirfting ftill to flied my blood ; 
But, more than all, I mournM my virgin-name 
Traduc'd, difhonour'd, made die iport of fame! 
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The wretch, who fcar'd the vulgar herd cnrag'd, 437 
With plaulivc tales the public car cngag'd ; 
That, dubious of the truth, in deep fulpenfc^ 
The city rofc not in their queen's defence. 
Thus, while he feigns a zeal to efface the Ihamc 
My crimes have brought upon the regal name. 
He feeks my ruin, which he knows alone 
Can fix the bafis of his tottering throne. 
And, ah! the wretch too fure fuccefs will find 
In the dire purpofe of his ruthlefs mind ! 
Since tears arc vain, my blood muft quench his rage, 
Unlefs thy mercy in my caufe engage. 
To thee, O mighty chief! I fly for aid. 
An ill-ftarr'd orphan, and a helplefs maid ! 
O ! let thefe tears, that have thy feet bedewed. 
Prevent th' effufion of my guiltlefs blood! 
O! by thofe feet that tread the proud in dufti 
By that right-fcand that ever helps the juft! 
' By all the laurels that thy arms have won I 
By every temple in yon hallow*d town ! , 
In pity grant what thou alone canft give ; 
Bellore my crown, in fafety bid me live ! — 
But wh« from pity can I hope to prove^ 
If piety and jufticc fail to mgvc I 
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Thou, to whom Heaven and fate decreed to will 46% 
Whate'er is juft, and what thou will'ft, frJfiU 
O ! ftretch thy hand, my threatened life retrieve. 
And, in return, my kingdom's crown receive. 
Among the numbers that thy arms attend. 
Let ten fclefted chiefs my caufe befriend ; 
Thcfe, with my people and paternal train. 
May well fuffice my ancient feat to gain : 
For he, to whom is given the portars care. 
Will, at my word, by night the gates unbar j 
By his advice to implore thy aid I came : ] 
Thy leaft of fuccours will his hopes inflame : 
So much his foul reveres thy arms and name. ,' 

She faid ; and ceafing, waited his reply 
With filent eloquence and downcaft eye. 
But various thoughts revolv'd in Godfrey's mind. 
Now here, now there, his dubious heart inclined : 
He fear'd the hoftile guiles ; for well he knew 
How little truft to Pagan faith was due : 
But tender pity ftill his foul confefs'd. 
Pity, that fleeps not in a noble breaft : 
Nor this alone within his bofom wrought ; 
The common good employed his careful thought : 
He faw th' advantage that his arms might gain. 
Should fair Armida o'er Damafcus reign : 
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^Who thence, her ftate dependent on his hands, i 436 
Might furaifli every aid the time demands, / 
Agsdnft th* Egyptians and auxiliar bands. ] 

While thus he paused, the dame attentive ilood, 
Dwelt on his face, and every gefture view'd -, 
But when (he found his fpeech fo long delay 'd, 
Her frequent fighs her doubts and fears betray 'd. 
At length the leader her requeft denies ; 
Yet thus with mild and gracious words replies. 
If God, whofe holy fervice arms our band, 
Did not, even now, our pious fwords demand : 
Well mi^t thy hopes cxpeft the wifli'd fucccfs, 
Nor find our pity only, but redr^Is. 
But, while yon city walls and chofen flock 
We feek to free from proud oppreffion's yoke; 
It ill befits to turn afide our force, 
And flop our conquefls in the middle courfe. 
Yet here to thee ray folemn faith I give. 
And in that pledge do thou iecurely live ; 
If e*er, indulgent to our arms, 'tis given 
To free thofe holy walls, belov*d of Heaven! 
Then will we place thee in thy native lands. 
As juilice bids, and piety commands : 
But piety, like this, muft impious fliow. 
If fiirft we pay not what to God we owe. 
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' At this unwekome fpeech the damfel tum'd sn 
Her eyes awhile to eftrth, and filent mourn'd; 
Then rais'd them flow, with pearly drops bedew'd. 
And thus, with pleading looks, her plaint renewed. 

Ah, wretch ! did ever Heaven on one beftow 
A life {i^ fixM in never-ending woe ; 
That others even their nature fliall forget. 
Ere I fubdue the rigour of my fete! 
Why Ihould I weep, fince hopes no more rennain. 
And prayers aflail the human breaft in vain ? 
Or will my favage foe his ears incline 
To griefs, that fail to move a mind like thine? 
Yet think not that my words thy heart accufc, 
Whofe firm refolves fo fmall an aid refufe : 
Heaven I accufe ; from thence my forrows flow : 
Heaven fteels thy heart againft a virgin's woe! 
Not thou, O chief! but Fate this aid denies,— 
Then let me view no more the hated flcies, — 
Sufficed it not (by unrelenting doom) 
Ta lofe my parents in their early bloom ! 
But, exird, muft I lead a wandering life. 
Or fall a vidlim to the murderer's knife ? 
Since the chaftre la'ws, by which our fex is tyM, 
Amidft your calnp forbid "me to refide* 
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Where Ihall I fly ? what friendly powers engage ? 533 
How favc my perfon from the tyrant*s rage ? 

No forts but open to his fury lie 

Then wherefore hefitates my foal to die ? 
And, fince 'tis vain with fortune to contend. 
This hand at once my life and wocsr (hall end. 

She ceas'd j and turn'd afide with regal grace; 
A generous anger kindling in her face : 
Difdain and forrow feem her bread to rend. 
While from her eyes the copious tears defccnd. 
And, trickling, down her lovely vifage run. 
Like lucid pearls tranfparent to the fun ! 
0*er her fair cheeks the cryftal moifture flows. 
Where lilies mingle with the neighbouring rofe. 
So, wet with dew, the flowers at dawning day, 
To balmy gales their opening fweets difplay : 
Aurora views, and gathers from the mead 
A vary'd garland for her radiant head. 

Thus fweet in woe appears the weeping dame. 
Her falling tears a thoufand hearts enflamc. 
O! wonderous force of Love's myfterious fire. 
That lights in tears the flames of foft dcfire! 
Almighty Love the world iji triumph leads. 
But liow, by her infpir'd, himfelf exceeds I 
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Her feeming grief bids real forrows flow^ f§g 

And melts the heart with iympathetic woe^ 
While each apart, with indignation, cries : 
" If Godfrey ftill his pitying ear denies^ 
^* His in&nt years fome hungry tigrefs fed, 
** Some horrid rock on Alpine mountains bred; 
'* Or waves produc'd him 'midft the howling main, 
** Who fees fuch beauty mourn, and mourn in vain !** 
But young Euftatius, by his zeal infpir'd. 
Whom moft the torch of love and pity fir'd, 
(When others murmur'd, or their words reprefs'd) 
Stood forth, and boldly thus the chief addrefi'd. 
O prince and brother! whofe unfliaken mind 
Too firmly holds its purpofe firil defign'd^ 
If ilill unpitying thou refufe to hear 
The fcnfe of all, their univerfal ^aycr, 
I aik not that the chiefs whofe care prefides 
O'er fubjeft kingdoms^ and their adions guides. 
Should from the hallow'd city's walls recede, 
Negleftful of their talk, by Heaven decreed ; 
But from our band, that independent came. 
Adventurous warriors to the field of fame. 
Ten champions yield, feleded from the reft. 
To cherifh virtue, and relieve th* opprcfs*d : 

VOL. I. K 
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Nor does the man fbifake the caufe of Heaven ^sa 
Whofe fuccour to a helplefs maid is given : 
For fure I deem a tyrant's death muft prove 
A grateful tribute to the powers above. 
And fliould I wave th* advantage here in ^ew. 
That muft undoubted to our caufe enfue^ 
Yet duty would akme my arms excite ; 
'By knighthood fwom to guard a virgin^s right. . 
Forbid it Heaven! that ever France (hoidd hear. 
Or any land where courteous a6b are dear; 
That dangers or fatigues our (bids dilmay*^d. 
When piety andjuftice ctaim'd our aid : 
No longer let me then diis helmet wtar^ ^ 
No longer wield the fword, or corfelet bear; 
No more in fteed> or glittering arms^ delight; 
No more ufurp the honoured name of knight! 
Thus ^ke die yomh^: kis brave companions, 
• mov'd 
To open naurmurs, all his words upprov'd; 

b Thusfpoh ih youtkt^l In this epHbde of Armida, Taifa 
feems to have had his eye upon a paifage ki the beginning of 
Boyardo's poem, where Angelica Is fent by her father iSKalaphron 
to the camp of Charlenain, on a Mke deSfo with Anaida, god 
captivates aU the Chrifiiaii commandeiB, 

See OuLArNOO iNNAMOaATO, B« I. c. u 
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Wkh earneft fuit around their leaders prcfs*d, (toi 
And urg*d the juftnels of the knight's requeft. 

Then Godfrey thus : Be what ye afk fiilfilPd : 
To ftich united prayers my will I yield : 
Her aid requefted let the dame receive; 
Whom not my cx)un(elsj but your own relieve* 
Yet, if my words can fuch defires control> 
Subdue thcfe warm emotions erf" the foul. 

No more he laid : nor needed more reply. 
All heard his grant, and heard with eager joy. 
What Cannot beauty, join'd with forrow, move. 

And tender accents from the lips of love ? 

Each rofy mouth fupplies a golden chain 

To bind the fancy, and the heart conftrain. 
Euftatius, then, the weeping fair addrefs'd : 

O lovely maid 1 be now thy grief fupprqfs'd : 

Soon (halt thou find the lliccour from our hands. 

Such as thy merit, or thy fear demands. 
At this Armida clears her clouded brow ; 

With riling joy her blooming features glow; 

While, with her veil, ihe wipes the tears away. 

And adds new luftre to the face of day. 

Then thus — For what your pitying grace bcftows, 

Accept the thanks a grateful vir^n owes -, 

X 2 
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The world due honour to your worth fliall give, G23, 
And in my heart your names Ihall ever live ! 

She faid j and what it feem*d her tongue deny'd. 
Her looks, with fofcer eloquence fupply'd ; 
While outward fmiles conceal'd, with fraudful art, 
, The mighty mifchief lurking in her heart. 
Soon as flie faw how far her power had won. 
And fortune favouring thus her wiles begun. 
She feiz'd th* occafion, and her fchemes revolv'd. 
To finiih all her impious thoughts refolv'd. 
With female beauty every breaft to quell. 
And Circe or Medea's charms excel 5 
And, like a Syren, with her foothing ftrain. 
To lull tlie firmed of the warrior-train. 
Each varied art to win the foul (he tries : 
To this, to that, a different mien applies -, 
Now fcarcely dares her modeft eyes advance. 
And now (he rolls them with a wanton glance : 
She thefe repels, and thole incites to love. 
As various palTions various bofoms move. 
And when fome youth appears, who doubts to name 
His hidden thoughts, or ftruggles with his flame -, - 
Soon on his face a cheering fmile (he bends. 
And from her eye a melting fweetneis fends; 
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Revives his hopes^^inflames his flow defire, 649 

And thaws the froft of fear with amorous fire 

From him, who, urg'd by fiercer paffion, roves 

Beyond the bound that modefty approves. 

The wily fair her gentle look withdraws, 

^nd with rebukes and frowns his raflinefi awes : 

Yet, 'midft the anger rifing in her face, 

A ray of pity blends the foftening grace : 

The lover, while he fears, purfues the dame. 

And in her pride finds fuel to his flame. 

With arts like thcfe a thoufand fouls flie gains. 
From every eye the tender tear conftrains : 
In pity's flame fiie tempers Cupid's dart. 
To pierce the warrior's unrefifl:ing heart. 

Ah! cruel love! thou bane of every joy, 
Whofe pains or fweets alike our peace deflroy: 
Still equal woes fi*om thee mankind endure. 
Fatal thy wounds, and fatal is the cure I 

While thus flie gives alternate frofl: and fire^s. 
And joy, and grief, and hope, and fear in(pires. 
With cruel pleafure Ihe thdr flrate furvqrs. 
Exulting in thoie ills her power could raife. 
Oft when fome lover trembling woos the fair. 
She fcems to lend an unexpericnc'd ear : 
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Or, while a crimfon biufti her vifagc dyes, 673 

With coyncfs fcign'd, flic downward bends hcf eyes; 
While fliame and wrath, with mingled grace, adorn 
Her glowing cheeks, lilf^c beams of early morn! 
But when ftie fees a youth prepare to tell 
The fccrct thoughts that in his bofom dwell; 
Now fudden from his fight the damfcl flies; 
Now gives an audience to his plaints and fighs 5 
Thus holds from morn till eve his heart in pky. 
Then flips, delufivc, from his hope away. 
And leaves him like a hunter in the chace. 
When night conceals the beafl:'s uncert^n trace. 

With arms like thefe flie made a thousand yield, 
A thoufand chiefs unconquerM in the field. 
What wonder, then, if love Achilles mov'di 
His power if Hercules or Thefeus prov'd 5 
When thofe, who drew the fword in Jesus' caufcj^ 
Submiflive bent beneath his in^uslawsE 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

GERSKViyo, afpiring to the command of the adventurers, U 
jealous left Ridaldo ihould fucceed to that honour. By his 
calumnies, he draws on himfelf the indignation of that hero, 
who kills him in the face of the whole army. Godfrey, in- 
cenfed at this adion of Rinaldo, refolves to bring him to a 
public trial : the latter, difdaining to fubmit to this, quits the 
camp, and goes into voluntary exile. Armida preifes Godfrey 
for the promifed fuccours: ten warriors are chofen by lot, with 
whom (he leaves the camp. In the night, many others depart 
by fiealth to accompany her. Godfrey receires ill advices 
from the fieet» 
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Vv HiLE.thus her fiiares the falfe Armida fpread. 
And in the guileful toils the warriors led; 
Nor hop'd alone the promised aid to gain. 
But other chiefs, by further arts^ obtain ; 
The careful Godfrey ponder'd in his mind, 
To whom the doubtful charge (hould be confign'd: 
The worth and number of th* adventurer-band. 
Their various hopes his wavering thoughts detained. 
At length, by caution urg*d, the chief decreed 
Thcmfclves fhould fix on one their band to lead, 
Whofe merit well might Dudon's lofs lupply; 
On whom th* eledion of the ten Ihould lie r 
Thus, while to them he left th' important choice. 
No knight^ di^as*d^ could blame his partial voice* 
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The warriors then he call'd, and thus addref&*d : 15 
Full well ye know the counfels of my bread : 
I would not fuccours to the dame deny; 
But at a fitter time our aid fupply. 
What once I (poke, I now propofe anew : 
Stin may your better thoughts th* advice purfue r 
For here, in this unliable world, we find 
We oft muft change our purpofe firft dcCgri^d. 
Yet if our fouls> with generous ardour prcfs*d, 
Difdain the judgment of a cooler breaft; 
I would not here unwilling arms deuin» 
Nor, what I gave fo lately, render vain^ 
Still let me mildly rule each faithful band^ 
And fway the fceptre with a gentle hand 
Then go, or flay; no longer I contend ; 
And on your pleafure let the choice depend* 
But firft eled, amid your martial train, 
A chief who may fucceed to Dudon flain : 
To name the damfers champions be his care : 
Ten warriors only fhall th* adventure Ihare : 
In this the fbvereign power I ftiU retain i 
In this alone his conduft I reflrain. . » 

Thus Godfrey fpokc: nor long Ivs brother &9fi, 
Bttt^ with his fn^id^* co^fiusf^ thk wlter mai^ 
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With chce, full well, O prudent chief! agrees 49 
The cooler thought that each event foreiees : 
But Itrength of band, and hearts of martial firej 
Are due from us, and what our years require : 
And that which bears in others wiidotn^s name. 
In us were bafenefs and reproachful (hame* 
Then fince fo light the riik we may fuftain. 
When juftly weighed againft th' expefted gain § 
TW elefted ten (hall go (by thee difmils'd) 
And in this righteous caufe a helplefs maid allift. 

He faid; and thus with Ihow of public zeal. 
His words th* emotions of his heart conceal i 
While all profefs in honour's name to move. 
And with that ipecious title veil their love* 

But young Euilatius, by his palfion fway*d^ 
With jealous eyes Sophia's fon furvey'dj 
His envious mind thofe virtues could not bear 
That Ihone more brighdy in a form fo &ir. 
He rear'd with him Rinaldo ihould bejoin'd» 
And 'gainft his fears a caudous fcheme de%a'd 
The rival warrior then afide he took> 
And plaufive dius, with wily words befpoke. 

O thou, ftill greater than thy glorious fire. 
Whom, yet a youth in arms, the world admirel 
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Say, who (hall now our valiant fquadron lead ? 63 
Who next to flaughter'd Dudon can fucceed ? 
I fcarcely could that hero's rule obey. 
And to his years alone rcfign'd the fway. 
Who now o'er Godfrey's brother fhall command ? 
Thou, thou alone of all our martial band : 
Thy glorious race can match the nobleft line ; 
Thy warlike deeds fuperior far to mine. 
Even Godfrey's felf would own inferior might. 
And yield to thee in arduous fields of fight: 
Thee, mighty warrior I thee our chief I claim, 
Whofe foul difdains to attend the Syrian^ damej 
And flights the trivial honour which proceeds 
From dark achievements and infidious deeds. 
Here will thy valour find an ampler field ; 
This camp to thee a nobler profpe<St yield. 
Accept, brave youth! to guide th' adventurer-band; 
Myfclf will frame their minds to thy command. 
Thou, in return, attend my fole requeft j 
(Since doubtful thoughts as yet divide my breaft) 
Whatever I purpofc, let my will be free. 
To affift Armida, or remdn with thee. 

He ceas'd; and as thefe artful words he fald, 
A fudden blufli his confqious cheeks o'erlpread, 

* AhM1P4. 
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Rinaldo, fmiling, faw, with heedful eyes, 87 

His fecret paffion through the thin difguife. 
But he, whom lefs the darts of lov^ had found, 
Whofe bofom fcarcely felt the gentle wound, 
With unconcern regards a rival's name. 
Nor frames a wifli to attend the Pagan dame. 
On Dudon's hapleis fate his thoughts were turn*d ; 
For Dudon's' death the generous hero mourn*d. 
He deem'd his former glories would be loft 
If long Argantcs liv'd the deed to boaft : 
With pleafure yet Euftatius' words he heard. 
That to the rank deferv'd his youth preferred : 
His confcious heart exulted in the praiie ', 
Pleas'd with the tribute truth to virtue pays. 

Far ratlier would I choofe (he thus replies) 
To merit honours, than to honours rife. 
Let virtuous aftions dignify my name, 
I envy not the great, nor fceptres claim. 
Yet if thou think'ft fo far my nrierits weigh, 
I (hall not then reject the profFer'd fway; 
But prize (with gratitude and pleafure mov'd) 
So fair a token of my worth approv'd. . 
I feek not, nor rcfufe, the chief command ; 
But Ihould the power be yielded to my hand. 
Thou Ihalt be one amongft th' elcdcd band 
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Thus he : Euftatius fpeeds his peers to find, 112 
And faftiion to his will each warrior*s mind* 
But that pre-eminence Gernando claims ; 
And though at him her darts Armida aims j 
Yet not the power of beauty can control 
The thirft of honour in his haughty fouL 
From Norway *s powerful kings this chief defcertds> 
Whbfe rule o'er many a province wide extends : 
The crowns and fceptres which his fathers held 
From ancient times, with pride his bofom fwetfd* 
Rinaldo in himfelf his glory plac'd. 
More than in diftant deeds of ages paft; 
Though long his fires with every fame were crown d, 
In war illuftrious, and in peace renown'd. 

The barbarous prince^, whofe pride no worth allows, 
Save what from riches or dominion flows j 
And every virtue deems an empty name, 
Unlefs ennobled by a regal claim; 
Indignant fees a private warrior dare 
With him in merit and in praife compare : 
No bound, no law, his fiery temper knows ; . 
With rage he kindles, and with Ihame he glows. 

The fiend of hell, who fees his tortur'd mind 
Expos'd to all his fubtle arts defign'd, 

* Gebnando, 
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Unfecn through all his troubled boibm glideSy 136 
There rules at wUl, o'er every thought prefides^ 
His hate increafeSj and enflames his ire^ 
And rouzes in his heart infernal fire ; 
While every moment, from within, he hears 
This hollow voice refounding in his cars. 

Shall thus, oppos'd to thee, Rinaldo dare 
His boafted anceftors with thine compare ? 
Firft let him count, Whofe pride thy equal ftands. 
His (ubje£t realms and tributary lands; 
His fceptres (how, and (whence his glory iprings) 
Mate his dead heroes with thy living kings. 
Shall fuch a chief exalt his worchlefs head^ 
A fervile warrior in Italia bred ? 
To him let fortune k>6 or gain decree. 
He gains a conqueft who contends with Aec ; 
The world (hall fay (and great the fame will prove) 
" Lo^ this is he, who with Gernando drove." 
The place that once experienced Dudon filled. 
New honours to thy former ftate may yield : 
But he no lefs with thee in glory vies. 
Who boldly dares demand ib vaft a prize. 
If human paflions touch the bleft above, 
What holy wrath muft aged Dudqn movc> 
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When, fr6m his heaven, he fees this haughty knight, 
(A ftripKng-warrior in the field of fight) i^i 

Afpjre fo high 5 while fome his counfcls join. 
And (fliame eternal !) fecond his defign. 
If Godfrey futh injuftice tamely view. 
And fufFer him to ufurp thy honours duei 
It refts on thee to affert thy rightful claim* 
Declare thy power, and vindicate thy name. 

Fir'd at thefe words, more fell his fury grows. 
Within his heart the torch of difcord glows : 
His raging paflion, now to madnefs ftung, 
Flames in his eye, and points his haughty tongue. 
Whatever his envious fpeech can turn to blame. 
He boldly charges on Rinaldo's fame : 
And every virtue that the youth adorns. 
To foul rcproacli, with artftil malice, turns ; -^'if^ 
He paints him proud and turbulent of mind, 1^ 

And calls his valour headftrong, rafli, and blind. 
He fcatters falfehood in the public ears. 
Till even the rival knight the rumour hears. 
But ftill th' infcnfate wretch purfues his hate. 
Nor eurbs the rage that hurries on his fate : 
While the dire demon all his foiil poffefs'd, 
Rav'd from his lips, and madden'd in his breafl*. 
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Amid the cajnp appeared a level fpacc \ 184 

And warriors oft reforted to the place. 
In tournaments, in wreftling, and the courfe. 
Their limbs to fupple, and improve their force. 
Here, midft the throng (for fo his doom required) 
He vented all his vengeful fpleen inipir'd ; 
And ^gainft Rinaldo turn'd his impious tongue^ 
On wjiich the venom of Avernus hung. 

His contumelious ipeech Rinaldo hears. 
And now no more his dreadful wrath forbears 2 
At once the bafe inllilter he defies^ 
Unfheaths his falchion^ and to vengeance flies : 
His voice like thunder echoes from a&r. 
His threatning fteel like lightning gleams in air« 
Gernando fees, nor hopes to 'fcape by flight, 
^N^^ftant deadi appears before his fight, 
^^eanwhile, to all the wondering army's vicw^ 
A fliow of valour o'er his fears he threw : 
He graips his fword, he waits his mighty foe; 
And fliands prepar'd to meet the coming blow. 

Now fodden, drawn from many warriors* thighs, 
A thoufand weapons flafh againft the flcies. 
In throngs around the gathering people prefsi 
The tumxilt thickens, and the crowds incrcafe : 
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Difcordant murmurs rife, and echo round, 208 

And mingled clamours to the cjouds rcfound. 
So^ near the ocean on the rocky fliore^ 
VfMh broken noife the wind and billows roar. 

But not their cries, nor murmurs coidd detain 
Th' offended warrior, or his wrath reftrain : 
He fcoms the force that dares his fury ftay; 
He whirls his fword with unrefifted fway : 
The throng divides j alone his arm prevails. 
And, midft a thbufand friends, the prince affaik 
Then from his haad, that weU hifr rage obeyed, 
A thoufand blows th' aftonifli'd foe invade* 
Now here, now there, the rapid weapon flies, 
Confounds his fenfes, and diftra£)^ his eyes : 
At length, the cruel ftt3el> with ftrength kpprefs'd, 
Rihaldo buries in his pantbg breaft* '.jBf.^ 

Prone fitU the wretch, and finking on the ground. 
His blood and fpirk iffii'd through the wound. 
The viftor o'er the dead no ^gcr fla/d. 
But in the fiieath returned the reeking blade : 
And, thence depaningi to his tent reur'd. 
His vengeance fated, and his wrath eaq>ir*dp 

Now near the tumult pious Godfrey drew. 
When the dire fcene was open to his view. 
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Gernando pale with lifelefs looks appeared, 232 

His hair and vcft with jfbrdid blood bcfmear'd. 
He faw the tears his friends in pity ihed^ 
And heard their plaints and forrows o'er the dead : 
Surpris'd, he afk'd what hand had wrought the deed» 
And whence could fuch deftruftivc rage proceed ? 

Arnaldo^ deareft to the flaughter'd prince^ 
The tale relates, and aggravates th' offence ; 
That, urg'd by flender caufe to impious ftrife, 
Rinaldo's hand had robb*d the chief of life j 
And turn'd that weapon, which for Christ he bore, 
Againft the champions of the Chriftian power; 
And Ihow'd how little he his leader priz'd. 
How much his mandates, and his fway defpis*d : 
That publ^uilice to th* offence was due. 
And de^ilfUbold offender ffiould purfue. 
Such afts mi9ifcateful be at every time ; ' 
But doubly here, the place enhanced the crime : 
That (hould he pais abfolv'd, the fatal deed 
A dire example through the hoft might fpread ; 
And all that own'd the murdered warrior's fide. 
Would take that vengeance which the law deny'd : 
From which might conteft fpring and mutual rage. 
As would the camp in civil broils engage. 

La 
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He call'd to mind the merits of the flain, 256 

All that could waken wrath, or pity gain. 

To acquit his friend the noble Tancred tries. 
And fearlefs for the knight accus'd replies : 
While Godfrey hears, and with a brow feverCj 
But little gives to hope, and much to fean 

Then Tancred thus : O prudent leader ! view 
What to Rinaldo and his worth is due : 
Think from himfelf what honours he may claim. 
What from his glorious race and Guelpho's name. 
Not thofe who rule exalted o'er mankind. 
Should equal puniftiment for errors find : 
In different ftadons crimes are different found. 
By vulgar laws the great can ne*er be bound. 

To him the leader thus ; In every fla^ 
The vulgar learn obedience from the^Wftn^ 
111, Tancred, dofl thou judge, and ill conceive. 
That we the mighty Ihould unpunifh'd leave : 
What is our empire and our vain command. 
If only niler o'er the ignoble band ? 
If fuch my fceptre and imperfedt reign, 
I here rcfign the worthlefs gift again. 
But freely, from your choice, the power I hold. 
Nor (hall the privilege be now controU'd : 
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And well I know to vary from my hand 390 

Rewards and punifhments, as times demand ^ 
And when, preferving all in equal ftatc» 
To include alike the vulgar and the great. 

Thus Godfrey faid; and Tancred nought replyM> 
But, (boick with awe, ftood filent at his tide. 

Raymond, a lover of the laws ievere 
Of ancient times, exults his fpeech to hear. 
While thus (he cries) a ruler holds the fway. 
With reverence due the fubjefts will obey. 
In government what difcipline is founds 
Where pardons more than puniihments abound ? 
£ven clemency deftruftive muft appear. 
And kingdoms fall, unlefs maintained by fear. 

Thus they; while Tancred every fentence wcigh'd. 
Then, S^ift departing, feiz'd his rapid ftccd. 
And with impatience to Rinaldo (led; 
Him in his tent he finds, and there relates 
The words of Godfrey^ and the paft debates ^ 
Then thus purfues : Though outward looks we find 
Uncertain tokens of the fecret mind. 
Since far too deep, concealed from prying eyes. 
Within the bre^ the thought of mortals liesi 
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Thus far methinks the chief's dcfign I fee j 303 

(In this his Ipeeches and his looks agree) 
Thou muft fubmit, and by the laws be try'd, 
When public juftice ihall thy caufe decide. 

At this a fcomful fmile Rinaldo ihow'd, 
"Where noble pride and indignation glow'd. 

Let thofe (he cry'd) in bonds their caufe maintain, 
By nature flaves^ and worthy of the chain : 
Free was I bom, in freedom will I live. 
And fooner die than Ihameful bonds receive. 
This hand is us*d the glorious fword to wield. 
To palms of conqucft, and difdains to yield * 
To bafe conftraint : if thus we meet regard^ 
If Godfrey thus our merits would reward i 
And thinks to drag me hence, a wretch confined 
To common prilbns, like th' ignoble kind : 
Then let him come— I here (hall firm abide. 
And arms and fate between us Ihall decide : 
Soon Ihall our ftrife in fanguine torrents flow, 
A prolpeft grateful'to the gazing foe ! 

This faid, he calPd for arms ; and foon around 
His manly limbs the tempcrM harnefs bound : 
Then to his arm the ponderous fliield apply'd. 
And hung die fatal £dchiojn at his fide : 
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Now fheath'd in poliih'd mail (a martial Gght) 327 
He fhone terrific in a blaze of light. 
He feem'd like Mars, defcending from his iphere. 
When Rage and Terror by his fide appear ! 

Xancred, meanwhile^ eflays each foothing art 
To calm the paflions in his fwefiing heart* 
UnconquerVl youth ! (he cries) thy worth is known, 
And vidtory in every field thy own : 
Secure from ill, thy godlike virtue goes 
Through toils and dangers midft embattled foes : 
Hut Heaven forbid that e'er thy fiiends iho\ild feel 
The cruel fury of thy vengeful fteel ! 
What would*ft thou do? Say, what thy rage demands ^^ 
In civil war to ftain thy glorious hands ? 
Thus, with the flaughter of d\e ChrBKan namej 
Transfixing Christ, in whom ^ pait I claim* 
Shall worldly glory (impotent and vsun. 
That fludtuates like the billows of the main!) 
Shall this with more refpeft thy bofom move 
Than zeal for crowns, that never fade above ? 
Avert it. Heaven ! be here thy r^e refigq^i^ 
Religion claims this conqueft o'er tjiy mind. 
If early youih,iike minp, may plead the right 
To bring exan^ples paft before thy fight 5 
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I once was injured, yet my wrath fupprcfs'd, 351 

Nor with the feithful would the caufc conteft. 
My arms a conqueft of Cilicia made % 
And there the banner'd fign of Christ difplay'd; 
When Baldwin came, and feiz'd, with covert wiles, 
My rightful prize, and triumphed in my fpoils : 
His feeming fricndfliip won my artlefs mind. 
Nor faw I what his greedy thoughts defign'd. 
Yet not with arms 1 ftrove my right to gain. 
Though haply arms had not been tpy'd in vain. 
But (hould thy foul difdain a prifoner's name. 
And fear th' ignoble breath of vulgar fame; 
Be mine'the friendly care thy caufe to plead: 
To Antioch thou, and ftraight to Boemond fpeed: 
Thou muft not now before the chief appear, 
An4 the firft inipulfe of his anger bfar. 
But fhould th' Egyptian arms our force oppofe. 
Or oth^r fijuadrons of the Pagan foes. 



« Jliy arms a conqueft of Cilicia maJe,^ Hiftory rdates, 
that Tancred with his forces made a conqueft of Cilida, to 
which BaI4wiD claimed a right} and that TaiKrred having 
likewife fix^ his ftandard at Tarfus, Baldwin claimed the 
viGtory In the fame manner 3 in both which inftanoes Tancred 
fi^bmitted* 
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Then will thy valour Ihinc with double fame> ac^ 
And abfence add new luftre to thy name: 
Th' united camp fliall mourn thy virtues loft, 
A mangled body and a lifelefs hoft! 

Here Guelpho came, and, joining his requeft. 
With Ipeed to leave the camp Rinaldo prcfs'A 
And ndw the noble youth his^ear inclined. 
And to their purpofe bent his lofty mind. 
A crowd of friends around the hero wait;' 
All feek alike to attend and (hare his fate : 
Their zeal he thanks ; and now his fteed he takes. 
And, with two faithful Iquires, the camp forfakes, 
A thirft of virtuous fame his foul bipires. 
That fills the noble heart with great defires : 
He mighty aftions in his mind revolves. 
And deeds, unheard before, in thought refolves : 
To ai&il the foc> and death or laurels gain. 
While ftill his arms the Chriftian &ith maintain g 
Egypt to o^er-run ; and bend his daring courfe 
To where the Nile forfakes his hidden fource. 

Rinaldo parting thence; without delay. 
To Godfrey's prefence Guelpho took his way; 
Him drawing near the pious chief ej5>y'd : 
Thou com'ft ifk happy time (aloud he cry'd) 
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Even now the heralds through the camp I fent, 393 
To feek, and bring dice, Guelpho, to our tent. 

Then having firft difmifs'd th' attending train. 
He thus, with low and awful words, began. 

Too far, O Guelpho ! does thy nephew fVray, 
As paflTion o'er his heart ufurps the fway : 
And ill, I deem, his reafon can fufEce. 
To clear the ftain that on his honour lies: 
Yet happy Ihall I prove if this befall. 
For Godfrey is an equal judge to all : 
The right he will defend, and guard the laws. 
And with inipartial voice award the caufe. 
But if, as fomc alledge, Rinaldo*s hand, 
Unwillii^, err*d againft our high command i 
Then let the fiery yourfi, fubmiflive, bend 
To our decifion, and the deed defend : 
Free let him come ; no chains he fhall receive j 
(Lo ! what I can I to his merits give) 
But if his lofty fpirit fcorn to bow, 
(As well his high onconquer'd pride we know) 
The care be thine to teach him to obey. 
Nor dai^ provoke too far our lenient fway; 
And force our hand, with rigour, to maintain 
Our flighted laws, and vkrfated reign. 
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Thus faid the chiefs and Guelpho made reply: 417 
A generous fouI> diidaining infamy, 
Can ne*cr endure, without a brave return, 
The lies of envy, and the taunts of Icom: 
And fhould th* offender in his wrath be flain, 
What man can juft revenge in bounds reftrain ? 
What mind fo goveraM, while refentment glows. 
To mcafure what th* oflFencc to juftice owes ? 
'Tis thy command the youth (hall humbly come» 
And yield himfelf beneath thy fovercign doom; 
But this (with grief I (peak) his flight denies: 
A willing exile from the camp he flies. 
Yet with this fword I oflTer to maintain, • 

'Gainft him who dares my nephew^s honour ftsun^ 
That ju(Uy punifh'd fierce Gernando dy'd, 
A viftim due to calumny and pride. 
In this alone (with forrow I agree) 
He ra(hly err'd, to break thy late decree. 

Thus he; when Godfrey— Let him wander far* 
And ftrife and rage to other regions bear; 
But vex not thou with new debates the peaces 
Here end contention^ here let anger cea(e. 

Meantime Armida, midft the warrior-train, 
ys*d all her power th^ expected aid to gun: 
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In tears and moving prayers the day eihplay'd, 441 
And every charm of wit and beauty try'd. 
But when the night had fprcad her fable vcft. 
And clos'd the finking day-light in the weft. 
Betwixt two knights and dames, from public view, 
The damfel to her lofiy tent withdrew. 

Though well the fair was vers'd in every art 
By words and looks to deal th* unguarded heart; 
Though in her form celeftial beauty fhin'd. 
And left the faircft of her fex behind j 
Though in her ftrong, yet pleafing, charms compell'd, 
The greateft heroes of the camp fhe held -, 
In vain fhe ftrove, with foft bewitching care. 
To lure the pious Godfrey to her fnare : 
In vain flie fought his zealous breaft to move 
With early pleafures, and delights of love : 
For, fated with the world, his thoughts defpife 
Thefe empty joys, and foar above the ikies. 
His ftedfaft foul> defendied from her charms. 
Contemns love's weak eflays, and all his feeble arms. 
No mortal bait can turn his fteps afide. 
His facred faith his guard, and God his guide. 
A thoufend forms the falfe Armida tries, 
And proves, like Proteus, every new difguife^ 
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Her looks and aftions every heart might move, 46s 
And warm the coldeft bofom to her love : 
But here, fo Heaven and grace divine ordain. 
Her fchemes, her labours, and her wiles were vain. 

Not lefs impervious to her fraudful art. 
The gallant Tancred kept his youthful heart : 
His earlier pafiion every thought poflcfs'd. 
Nor gave another entrance to his brcaft. 
As poifon oft the force of poifon quells. 
So former love the fecond love repels. 
Her charms thefc two alone beheld fecure ; 
While others^wn'd refiftlefi beauty's power. 
Sore was ihe trouble in her guileful mind, 
That all fucceeded not her wiles defign'd : 
Yet, 'midft her grief, the dame, exulting, view'd 
The numerous warriors whom her fmiles fubdu'd : 
Now, with her prey, (he purposed to depart. 
Ere chance difclos'd her deep-defigning art; 
Far from the camp her captives to detain. 
In otheir bonds than love*s too gentle chain. 

'Twas now the time appointed by the chief 
To give th' afflided damfel his relief: 
Him Ihe approach'd, and thus with lowly gface : 
The day prefixed, O prince ! has run its race ; 
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And fhould the tyrant learn (by doubtful fame, 489 

Or certain fpies) that to the camp I came 

To implore thy fuccour, his preventive care 

Would all his forces for defence prepare. 

But ere fuch tidings ihall his ears attain, 

O ! let my prayer fome friendly fuccours gain : 

If Heaven behold not with rcgardlcfs eyes 

The deeds of men, or hear the orphan's cries. 

My realms I fhali retrieve, whole fubjeft-fway 

To thee, in peace or war, fhall tribute pay. 

She faid •, the leader to her fuit agreed; 
(Nor could he from his former grant recede) 
Yet fince her fwift departure thence Ihe prefs'd. 
He faw th' election on himfelf would reft: 
While all, with emulative zeal, demand 
To fill the number of th* clefted band. 

Th* infidious damfel fans the rivals*" fires, 
And envious fear and jealous doubt infpireSj 
To roufe the foul ; for love, full well (he knows. 
Without thefe aids remifs and languid grows : 
So runs the courier with a flacken*d pace. 
When none contend, his partners in the race. 
Now this> now that, the foothing feir beginles 
With gentle ipeech, foft looks, and winning fmiles; 
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That each his fellow views with envious eyes* 613 
Till mingled paffions even to frenzy rife : 
Around their chief they prefs, unaw'd by Ihame, 
And Godfrey would in vain their rage reclaim. 

The leader gladly^ in his equal mind. 
Would all content, alike to all inclined 5 
(Yet oft was fiU'd with juft dildain, to view 
Th' ungovern'd ralhnefs of the headlong crew) 
At length his better thoughts the means fupply*d, 
To ftay contention, and the ftrife decide. 

To chance (he cry*d) your feveral names commend 5 
Let lots decide it, and the conteft end. 

Sudden the rival knights their pames disposed. 
And in a flender urn the lots enclosed : 
The vafe then (haken ; firft to view, the name 
Of Pembroke's earl, Artemidorus, came : 
Then Gerrard ; Vincilaiis next was found. 
An aged chief for cpunfel once renown'd, 
A hoary lover now, in beauty's fetters bound! 

Thefe happy three with fuddcn joy were fiird j 
The reft, by figns, thci^ anxious fears reveal'd. 
And hung upon his lips, with fix'd regard, 
Who, drawing forth the lots, the names declared. 
The fourth was Guafco ; then Ridolphus' name i 
And next Ridolphus, Olderico came. 
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RoufiUon then was read j and next appeat'd 538 

Henry the Frank -, Bavarian Eberard : 
Rambaldo laft, who left the Chriftian laws* ^ 
And girt his weapon in the Pagan caufe : v 
So far the tyrant love his vaffal draws ! 
: But thofc, excluded from the liftj exclaim 
On fickle fortune as a partial dame; 
Love they accufc, who fufFered her to guide . 
His facred empire^ and his laws decide ; 
Yet many purpos'd to purfue the maid, 
When parting light (hould yield to fable (hades 
In fortune's fpight, her perfon to attend. 
And, with their lives, from every chance defend. 
With gentle fighs and Ipeeches half difclos'd. 
Their willing minds to this (he more di(pos'd : 
To every knight alike (he fram'd her art. 
And (eem'd to leave him with dejefted heart 

Now, clad in (hining arms, th' allotted band 
Difmifiion from their prudent chief demand. 
The hero then admoni(h'd e^ch afidc. 
How ill they could in Pagan faith confide 5 

' BamhaUo laft^ nvho left the Chriftian latvs^ The hiAory makes 
mention of a foldier who abjured Chriflianity and went over to 
the Infidels, but his name was AainaIdo« not Rambaldo 5 he was 
a native of Holland. 
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So frail a pledge cnjoin'd *em to bewju-e, ^^g 

And guard their fouls from every hidden fhare. 
But all his words were loft in empty wind -, 
Love takes not counfel from a wholefome mind 

The knights difrnifs'd, the dame no longer ftay'd. 
Nor till th* cnfuing morn her courfe delay'd. 
Elate with conqueft, from the camp (he pafs'd. 
The rival knights, like flaves, her triumph grac*d^ 
While racked with jealoufy's tormenting pain. 
She left the remnant of the fuitor-train. 
But ibon as night with filent wings arofe. 
The minifter of dreams and foft: repofes 
In i)bcret many more her fteps purfue : 
Bi/t firft Euftatius from the tents withdrew : 
Scju-cc rofe the friendly (hade, when fwift he fled. 
Through darknefs blind, by blind afFe&ion led. 
He roves uncertain all the dewy night. 
But foon as morning ftreaks the ikies with light, ) 
Armida's camp falutes his eager fight. ^ 

Fir'd at the view, th' impatient lover flies ; 
Him, by his arms, Rambaldo knows, and cries— 
What feek'ft thou here, or whither doft thou bend ? 
I come (he (aid) Armida to defend : 
In me, no Icls than others, fliall flie And 
A Teady fuccour and a conftant mind. 
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Who dares (the knight replies) that choke approvt, 
And make fuch honour thine? He anfw€r*d— Love. 
From Fortune thou, from Love my right I claim: 596 
Sav, Whofethc greateft boaft and noWcft nanie? 
Rambaldo then— Thy empty titles foil. 
Such fond deliifive arts fliall ne'er prevail. 
Think not to join with us thy kwlefs aid. 
With us the champions of the royal ttuid. 
Who (hall oppofe my will ? (the youA repiy^d) 
In me behold the man! (Rambaldo cry'd) 
Swift at the vfOtA he rofti*d ; with equal rage 
Euftatius fprurig his rival to eiigage. 
But here the lovdy tyrant ^f their bneaft 
Advanced' between them, and their raige fuK>rc(9*d. 
Ah! ceafe, (to that ihe cryM) nor mioFC comphiu, 
'jfhat thou a partner, I a champion gain : 
Canft ihou my welfare or my^iafety prizct 
Yet thus deprive me of my new allies ? 
In happy time (to this began the dame) 
Thou oowi'ft,* defender of my life and fame : 
Reaifon ^bids, that e*er it fliall be iaid, 
Afttiida'fcornM fofair an cjffcrM aid. 

Thus (he; whik feme iiew ciiamiattc every how 
Purfu'd her ftandard, and IncreasVl her power. 
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Some wandering here, fome chere^ the datnfel join'd, ; 
Though each concealing what his thoughts dcfign*d» - 
Now fcowrd with jealous looks his rivals there to find J 
She leem'd on all to call a gracious ejc, 6u 

And every one rcqciv'd with equal joy. 

Scarce bad the day diipell'd the (hades of night, 
When heedful Godfrey knew his warriors* flight 1 
And while hi&mind revolv'd their fliameful doom. 
He feem*d to mourn fome threatened ills to come. 
As thus he mus'd, a mcflfcnger appearM^ 
Breathlefs ^uul pale, with duft and fweat befmearM. 
His brow was deep impreis*d with careful thought. 
And lecm*d to (peak th* unwelcome news he brought. 

Then thus— ^Q chief! th\£gyptians foon will hide 
Beneath their numerous fleet the briny tide : 
WiUiam, whole rule liguria*^ (hips obey. 
By me difpatch*d thefe tidings from the lea. 
To this he adds s that, lending from the Ihore 
The. due provilions for the laiided power. 
The fteeds and camels, bending with their load. 
Were intercepted in the midmeft road ; 
Aflail'd with dread&il rage on every hand, 
.Deep in a valley, by th' Arabian band : 
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Nor guards nor drivers could their pofts maintam, 031 
The (tores were pillaged, and the nnen were flaia 
To fuch a height was grown the Arabs' force. 
As a(k*d fome power to check their darbg courie; 
To guard the coafl:^ and keep the paflage fixe. 
Betwixt the Chriftian camp and Syrian iea. 

At once from man to man the rumour fled. 
And growing fears among the fbldiers fpread : 
The threatening evils iill'd them with affright. 
And ghaftly famine rofe before their fight. 
The chief, who faw the terrors of the hoft. 
Their former courage funk, their firmnefs loft; 
With looks ferene, and cheerful fpeeches ftrove 
To raife their ardour and their fear? remove.* 

O friends! with me in various regions thrown, 
Amidft a thoufand woes and dangers known; 
God's facred champions \ born to aflert his caufe. 
And cleanie from ftain the holy Chriftian laws! 
Who wintry climes and ftormy feas have view'd. 
And Perfian arms and Grecian frauds fubdu'd^; 

f ^"'ond Grecian frauds fubddd{\ Alexas, emperor of Con fUn- 
tinople, though in the firft book he appears to have fent a 
fquadron of horfe to the Chriftians, is faid to have ufed noanf 
Uratagems to fraftrate the expedition \ and had once made Hugo 
the Great prifoner, who was afterwards delivered by Godfipey. 
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Who could the rage of third and hunger bear — Qsi 
Will you refign your fouls to abjeft fear ? 
Shall not th' Eternal Power (our fovereign guide. 
And oft: in more difaftrous fortunes try*d) 
Revive our hopes?— deem not his favour loft. 
Or pit]nng ear averted from our hoft: 
A day will come with pleafure to difclofe 
Thefe ibrrows paft, and pay to Goo your vows. 
Endure and conquer then your prefent ftatei 
Live, and referve yourfelves for happier fate. 

He faidi but yet a thoufand cares, fupprefs'd. 
The hero bury*d in his thoughtful breaft: 
What means to nourifh fuch a numerous train. 
And midft defeat or famine to fuftain : 
How on the leas to oppofe th' Egyptian force ; 
And ftop the plundering Arabs in their courfe. 



END OF THE FIFTH BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT, 

AiOikNTss fends a challenge to the ChriiUani. Tancred is 
cholen to oppofe him 5 but while he is upon the point of 
entering the lift, is detained by the appearance of Clorinda. 
Otho, in the mean time* meets Argantes, is vanquiihedi 
and made prifoner. Tancred and Argantes then engage: 
they are parted by the heralds* Erminia, diilrefled with her 
fears for Tancred, refdyes to vifit that hero. She difguifes 
herfelf in Clorinda*s armoar, and leaves the city by night; 
but* falling in with an advanced guard of the Chriftians, is 
ailaultedi and flies. 
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BOOK VI. 

Ovr, in the town befieg*d^ the Pagan crew. 
With better thoughts their cheerful hopes renew: 
Befides provifions which their roofs contained, 
Supplies^ of various kind^ by night they gain'd: 
They raife new fences for the northern fide, . 
And warlike engines for the walls provide. 
With ftrength increas'd the lofty bulwarks (how. 
And feem to icorn the battering-rams below. 
Now here, now there, the king directs his powers. 
The walls to thicken, or to raife the towers : 
By day, or fable eve, the works they ply. 
Or when the moon enlightens all the iky. 
Th' artificers, with fweat and ceafelefs care. 
New arms and armour for the field prepare : 
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Meanwhile, impatient of inglorious reft^ 15 

Argantes came, and thus the king addrefs'd. 
How long, inaftive, muft we here remain 
Coop'd in thefe gates, a bafe and heartlefs train ? 
From anvils huge I bear the Ctcokes.reboiuidt 
I hear the helm, the fliield, the cuirafs found : 
Say, to what u(e, while yon rapacious bands 
0*er-run the plains, and ravage all the lands ? 
And not a chief (hall meet thefe haughty foes, 
And not a trumpet break their foft repofe ? 
In genial feafts the cheerful da.y$ they wafe^ 
And undifturb*d eii}oy c^ch. calm repaft ; 
By day at eafe^^ by night ac left tkey lie j( 
Alike fecurely all their nu>mesM:a Sy. 
But you at length, with p^iag want ^iftwfs'd^ 
Muil fink benead;i the vi£b»if*s, force opftr^fe'di 
Or baiely fall to deattb an eafy ]pr^y% 
If Egypt ihoukl hcur fuccQurs k)»g deby; 
For t»e, no fhame^l face tiall e;«d my 4»y$» 
And with obliviqa veil n^y former praife : 
Nor (hall the morning fua^ to %ht ^xpqs'd^ 
Behold me longer ini thefe walls. tncWd, 
I (land prepared my lot usduiowa to proye^ 
Decreed already by ibfi Fates above^. 
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Ne'er be it faid, the tFufty iWond' ufttry'd, $g 

Inglorious, unrevettg'd;, Argant^s dy'd. 

Yet if'che fecdis of valour, once confefs'd. 

Alts not extingui(h''d in ^ generous htea^ : 

Not oi^ hope ki fight to Ml with prmfe. 

But your high thoughts to- file and conqueft nnfe 

Then rufli we forth united from Ae gate. 

Attack the foe, and proTe our mmoft fate! 

Befet whh dangers, and with tc^ oppre&d. 

The bolddS counfelis^ oft are proved the bcft. 

But i# thf prudence now refufe ta yieW, 

To hazard aH thy force in open field ; 

At leaft procure two chaFnpion& ta decide 

Th' important ftrife, in fingle combat try'd : 

And that the leader of the Chriftian race 

With readier nuod our clialkngr tmy ^^nbrace, 

Th' advantage all be his the arms to name, 

Aiid at his will the full condstions firaoic; 

For wcFc tbe foe eado'd with twckfold might. 

With heart undauo&ed in the day of fight ; 

Think no misfortune can thy caufe attend. 

Which I have fwom U combat to defends 

This better hand can fate itfelf foppty; 

This hand can give thee amjde vii9:ory: 
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Behold I give it as a pledge fecure i ss 

In this confide, I here thy reign enfure. 

He ceas*d : Intrepid chief! (the king reply^d) 
Though creeping ag^ has dan^p'd my youthfiil pride; 
Deeni not this hand io flow the fword to wield^ ^ 
Nor deem this foul fo bafely fears the fields 
That rather would I tamely yield my breathy 
Than fall ennobled by a glorious death ; 
If aught I fear'd^ if aught my thoughts foretold 
Of want or famine which thy words unfold ^ 
Forbid it. Heaven! — Then hear me now reveal 
What from the reft, with caution, I conceal. 
Lol Solyman of Nice, whofe reftlefs mind 
Has vengeance for his former wrongs defign*d, . 
CoUedts, beneath his care, from different lands. 
The fcatter^d numbers of Arabians bands; 
Widi theie will foon by night the foes invade. 
And hopes to give the town fupplies and aid. 
Then grieve not thou to fee our realms o'er*runj 
Nor heed our plundered towns, and caftles won ; 
While here the fceptre-ftill remains my own 5 
While here I hold my ftate and regal throne. . 
But, thou, meantime, thy forward zeal afluag^y 
And calm awhile the heat of youthful rages 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BOOK VK DELIVERED. 173 

With patience yet attend the hour of fate, 87 

Due to thy glory^ and my injured ftatc. 

Now fweird with high dildain Ai^gantes* breaft, 
A rival long to Solyman profefs'd : 
Inly he griev*dj and (aw, with jealous eye« 
The king fo firnnly on his aid rely. 

'Tis thine, (he cried) O monarch] to declare 
(Thine is th* undoubted power) or peace or war ; 
I urge no more — ^here Solyman attend. 
Let him, who loft his own, thy realm defend! 
Let him, a welcome meflenger from Heaven, 
To free the Pagans from their fears be given : 
I fafety from myfelf alone require; 
And freedom only from this arm defire. 
Now, while thefe walls the reft in floth detsun. 
Let me defcend to combat on the plain: 
Give me to dare the Franks to fingle fight. 
Not as thy champion but a private knight 

The king rcplyM: Though future times demand 
Thy nobler courage, and more needful hand ; 
Yet to thy wifh I fliall not this deny: 
Then, at thy will, fome hoftile chief def^. 

Thus he, Th' impatient youth.no longer ftay'd. 
But, turning to the herald, thus he laid 
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Hafte to the Icadcr.of the Franks* and there, m 
Before th* united hofi:^ this meflage bear : 
Say, that a champton^ whoTe fuperior mind 
Scorns in thefe narrow walls to be confin'd, 
Dcfires to prove, in eithw ^^rtnfs Sights 
With fpear and fhield his utmoft force in fights 
And comes p^repar'd his challenge to maintain^ 
Betwixt the tents and^citjr, on the t^ain ; 
A gallant proof of amis ! and now defies 
The boldcft Frank that on his ffaength relief* 
Nor one akme amid the hoftile. band ; 
The boUeft five that dare his force withftaad^ 
Of noble lineage^ or of vulgar race, 
Unterrified he ftands in fidd to face : 
The vanqui&'d to the vi6fa>r*s power (hall yieI4j 
So wills the law of arms and ciiftom of die field* 

Argantss tbvs. The herald ftrai^ withdiewi 
His vary*d fiu:coatt>Vr his* Jhoiilders ducw. 
And dunoeto Godfrey's regal prefence^went^ 
By mighty chiefs furrounded in Us tent. 
O prince! (he cry'd) may here a herald dare. 
Without ofR^hce^ his embafly declare ? 
To bim d>e chief: Without coviftraint or^ficar^ 
In freedom fpeak^ what we as freely hear. 
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The herald then the chaUenge lierce difclos*d> 135 
In boaftful words iuid haughty terms composed. 
FirM at his ipcech the martial bands appear^d^ 
And with diidain the.fiern defiance heard 
Then thus in aiifwer pious Godfrey fpeaka : 
A mighty tdflc your warrior undertakes ; 
And wdl I truft, whatever his boafted mighty 
One diampion may fuffice his arms in fiight* 
But let him come $ I to his will agree ; 
I give him open fields and conduA fret; 
And fwear fome warrior, fixmi our Chriftian baiid^ 
On equal terms &all meet him hand to hand* 
He ceas*d $ the king <at arois without delay^ 
Impatient, meafur^d back his former way; 
From thence, with hafly (teps/ the city fought. 
And to the Pagan knight their anfwer broMght. 
Arm! vaUant chief ! (he cryM) for i^t prepare. 
The Chriftian powers accept thy proflfer'd war : 
Not only leaders fiun'd demand the ftght> 
The meaneft warriors bum to prove their might 
I faw a thoufand threatening looks appear, 
A thoufand hands prepar*d:the iwiord tor rear : 
The chief to thee a liftfecure will yield. 
He ended: When, impatient for the field. 
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Argantcs call'd for arms with furious hafte, 159 

And round his limbs the fteely burdien Caft* 

The wary king Clorinda then enjoin'd: 
While he departs^ remain not thou behind; 
But, with a thoufand arm'd^ attend the knight ; ] 
Tet forcmoft let him march to equal fight ; > 
The care be thine to keep thy troops in fight ^ . 

The monarch (poke; and now the martial tnun 
Forfbok the walls and iflu*d to the plain. 
Advanced before the band> Argantes prefs^d 
His foaming fteed, in radiant amiour drefsM, 

Between the city and the camp was found 
An ample ipace of level champaign ground; 
That fcem'd a lift felefted, by defign. 
For valiant chiefs in deeds of arms to join. 
To this the bold Argantes fingly goes» 
And there^ defcending^ ilands before the foes ; 
Proud in his mightj with giant-ftrength indu'd^ 
With threatening looks the diftiant camp he viewed: 
So fierce Enceladus in Phlegra (how*d -, 
So in the vale the huge Philiftine ftpod. 
Yet many» void of fear, the knight beheld. 
Nor knew how far his force in arms exceird. 

Still Godfi*ey doubted^ midft his valiant hofl. 
What knight fhould quell the Pagan's haughty boaf):. 
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To Tancred's arm (the braved of the brave) isi 
The great attempt the public favour gave. 
With looks, with whifpers, all declared their choice ; 
The chief, by figns, approvM the general voice. 
Each warrior now his rival claim withdrew, 
When each the will of mighty Godfrey knew. 
The field is thine! (to Tancred then he cried) 
Go! meet yon Pagan, and chaftife his pride. 
The glorious charge with joy the champion heard, 
A dauntlefs ardour in his looks appeared : 
His (hield and helmet from his fquire he took. 
And, followed by a crowd, the vale forfook. 
But ere he reached th' appointed lift of fight. 
The martial damiel ' met his eager fight : 
A flowing veft was o*er her armour fpread. 
White as the fnows that veil the mountain's head: - 
Her beaver reared, her lovely face difclos*d ; 
And on a hill (he ftood at full exposed. 

No longer Tancred now the foe efpies, 
(Who rears his haughty vifage to the Ikies) 
But (lowly moves his fteed, and bends his fight 
Where ftands the virgin on a neighbouring height: 
The lover to a lifclefs ftatue turns ; 
With cold he freezes^ and with heat he burns : 
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Fi^M in a ftapid gaze» unmov'd he ftands, ^los 

And now no nvore the promis'd fight demands! 

Meantime Arganles looks around in vain. 
No chief appears the combat to maintain. 
Behold I conrfe (he cried) to prove my might 1 
Who dares approach, and mieet my arms in fight? 

While Tancred loft in deepeft thought appcar'd. 
Nor faw the Pagan^ nor his chaUcnge heard. 
Impetuous Otho ipiirr*d his foaming horie. 
And cnter'd firft the lift with eager courfe. 
This koigbt, before, by thirft of glory fir^d. 
With other warriors to the fight aipir*d; 
But yieldii^ then to Tancred's nobler cl^m^ 
Mix'd with the throng that to attend him came: 
Yet when he thus th' enamoured youti^ beheld 
All mottonkis, negle^fol of the field. 
Eager he ftarts to attempt the glorious deed; 
Lefs fwift the tiger's or the panther's fpeed! 
Againit the mighty Saracen he prefs'd. 
Who fudden plac'd his ponderous Ipear in reft. 

But Tancred now, recovering fijom his trance, 
Saw learlefs Otho to the fight advance : 
Forbear! the field is RMne! (aloud he cries)— 
In vain he calls, the knight regardlefs ffies. 
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Th* indignant prince beheld^ with rage and ihamci > 
He blufhM another fliould defraud his name, a^ \ 
And reap th* eiqieded harveft of his £une. 

And now Argantes, from his valiant foe. 
Full on his helm received the mighty blow. 
With greater force the Pagan's javelin ftruck; 
The ]>oiAred fteel thro' fliiekl and corielet broke : 
Prone fell the Chriftian thundering on the land; 
Unnlov'd the. Saracen his ieat maintained ; 
And^ from oiv high, inflam'd with lofty pride, 
Thvs to the proftrate knight infulting cried: 
Yield to my arms! ibffice the glory thine 
To dare with me in equal combat joia 
Not fo (cried Otfao) are we framed to ykld. 
Nor is fo fooo the Chriftian courage queU*d: 
Let others with excuies hide my Ihttme^ 
'Tis miae to perkb, or avenge my femel 

Then like AkAo, terrible to view, ^ 

Or like Medufa, the Citcaffian grew, ^ ) 

While from his eyes the fiafliing jightning fliew! / 
Now prove our otmoft force (enrag*d he cries) 
Since thus thou dar'ft our offered grace defpife. 
This faid ; he fpufr'd his ileed» aor heeded more 
Th* eftabli&'d laws of arms, and kmgbdjr lofl*. 

N 2 
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The Frank, rctirbg, difappoints the foe, 236 

And, as Airgantes pafs'd, direfts a blow. 
That to the right defcending, pierc*d his fide ; 
The fmoking fteel returns with crimfon dyed : 
But what avails it, when the wound infpires 
New force and fury to the Pagan's fires ? 
Argante;s^ wheeling round with fudden fpeed, 
Direft on Otho urg'd his fiery fteed : 
Th* unguatded foe the dreadful fhbck received ; 
All pale he fell, at once of fenfe bereav'd : 
Stretched ort the earth his quivering limbs were fprcad, 
And clouds- of darkncfs hovcr*d o*er his head. 

With brutal wrath the haughty viftor glow'd. 
And o'er the proftrate knight in triumph rode. 
Thus every infolent (hall fall (he cries) 
As he who now beneath my courfer lies ! 

But Tancred, who wkh noWe wrath furvey'd 
Th' unknighcly ^ruel aft, no- longer ftay'^d ; 
Refolv'd to veil the yanquifli'd warrior's (hame, 
And with his arms retrieve the Chriftian name j 
He flew, and cried— O thou of impious kind 1 
In conqueft bafe, and infamous of mind { 
From deeds like thefe what glory *canft thou gain ? 
Whatpraifes from the CQurteous heart obtain? 
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Thy manners fure were fram'd in barbarous lands, 206' 
Among th* Arabian thieves, or favage bands I 
Hence! ihun the light; to woods and wilds conHn'd> 
Among thy brethren of the brutal kind ! : 

He ceas'd. Impatience fwell'd the Pagan's breaft. 
But eager rage his ftruggling words fupprefs'd : 
He foam*d like beads that haunt the gloomy wood ^ 
At length, released, his anger roar'd aloud> 
Like thunder burfting from a diftant cloud. 

Now for the field tjx* impetuous chiefs prepare^ 
And wheel around their couriers for the war, 
O iacred Mufe ! inflame my voice with fir?. 
And ardour equal to the fight inljpire: 
So may my verfe be worthy of th' alaroxs. 
And catch new vigour from the din of arms ! 

The warriors place their beamy Ipcars in reftj 
Each points his weapon at the adverfe creil. 
Lcfs fwifdy to the goal a racer flics i 
Lefs fwifi: a bird on pinions cleaves the (kies. 
No chiefs for fury could with thefe compare $ 
Here Tancred pour*d along, Argantcs there I 
The fpears againfl: the helms in fhivers broke ; ^ 
A thoufand fparks flew diverfe from the ftroke. 
The mighty conflift (hook the folid ground, 
The diftant hills re-echo'd to the found ; 
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But fira^y feaied, nxnrelcis as a rock, 905 

Each hardy champion bore the dreadful fiiock; 
While either courfer tumbled on the plaiii. 
Nor from the field with Ipeed arofe again. 
The warriors then unfheath*d their falchions bright^ 
And Irft their ftceds, on foot to wage the fight* 
Now every pafs with wary hands they prove j 
With watchful eyes and nimble feet they more. 
In every form their plissint limbs they (how 5 
Now wheel, now prefs, now feem to Ihun the foe : 
Now here, now there, the glancinjg ftccl they bemjj 
And where they threaten leaft, the ftrokcs defcend, 
Sometimes they offer fome defencelels part^ 
Attempting thus to baffle art with aft, 
Tancrcd, unguarded by his fword or (hiel4, 
FJis naked fide before the Pagan held : 
To fei?e th* advantage fwift Argantes clos'd, 
And left himfelf to Tancred^ fword exposed : 
The Chriftian dafh'd the hoftile ftecl afide, 
And deep in Pagan gore his weapon dyed j 
Then fudden on his guard collefted flood : 
The foe, who found his limbs bedew'd with blood, 
GroanM with unwonted rage, and rais*d on high 
His weighty falchion, with a dreadfi^l cry; 
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Bitt, eit he ftrikes, another wound alights 320 

Where to the fhoulder-bone the ami unites. 

As die wild boar that haunts the woods and hills. 

When in his fide the biting fpear he feeJsi 

To fury roused, againft the hunter flics, . • 

An9 evety peril icoms, and death defies s 

So fares the Saracen, with wrath on flanoe; 

Wound follows wound, and ihame fucceed^ to Ihames 

While, burning for revenge, without regard 

He fcorns his danger, and forgets to ward. 

He. raves, he rulbes headlong on the foe. 

With all his ftrength impelling every blow. 

Scarce has the Chriftian time his fivord to widd^ 

Or breathe awhile, or lift his fencing fhield ; 

And all his art can fcarce the knight iecure 

From the dire thunder of Argantes' power. 

Tancredy who waits to fee the tempeft ceafe. 
And the firft fury of his foe decreafe. 
Now wards the blows, now circles o*er the plain ; 
But when he fees the Pagan's fi)rcc remain 
Untir*d with toil, he gives his wrath the mm. 
He whirls his falchion » art and judgment yield. 
And now to rage ;done refign the field 
No flrokes, enlwc'd from either champion, fail s 
The weapons pierce or fever plate and mail. 
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With arms and blood die cardi is covered o'er, zu 
And flxeaauog fweat is mixt with purple gore : 
The fwords, like lightning, dart quick flaflies round; 
And fallf like thunderbolts^ with horrid found. 
On either hand the gazing people wait. 
And watch the dreadful fight's uncertain fate : 
No motion in th' attendve hoft appear 'd ; 
No voicej no whilper, from the troops was heard : 
'Twixt hope and fear they ftand, and nicely weigh 
The various turns and fortune of the day. 

Thus ftood the war : and now each weary knight 
Had undetermin'd left the chance of fight ^ 
When rifing eve her (able veil dilplay'd. 
And wrapt each objed: in iurrounding Qiade, 
From either fide a herald bent his way^ 
To part the warriors and fulpend the fray. 
The one a Frank, Arideus w^ his name -, "^^ 
Pindorus one, rever'd for wifdom's fame. 
Who with the challenge to the Chriftians came. 
Intrepid thefe before the chiefs appeared. 
And 'twixt the fwords their peaceful fceptres rear'di 
Secured by all the privilege they find 
From ancient rights and cuftoms of mankiad. 
Ye gallant warriors ! (thus Pindorus cried) 
Whofe deeds of valour equal praife divide i 
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Here ceafe, nor with untimely ftrife profane 37^ 

The facred laws of night's all-peaceful reign. 
The fun our labour claims; with toil oppreft. 
Each creature gives the night to needful reft; 
And generous fouls difdain the conquefts made 
In fullen filence, and nodbumal Ihade. 

To him Argantes : With regret I yield 
To quit th' unfinilh'd conteft of the field; 
Yet would I choofe the day our deeds might vicwr 
Then fwear my foe the combat to renew. 

To whom the Chriftian : Thou thy promife plight 
Here to return, and t|ring«^hy captive knight **; 
Elfe ihall no caule induce me to delay 
Our prefcnt conftift to a future day. 
This faid ; they fwore^ The heralds then decreed 
The day that (hould decide th' important deed ; 
And^ time allowed to heal each wounded knight^ 
Nam*d the fixth morning to renew the fight. 

The dreadful combat long remain'd impreft 
In every Saracen and Chriftian breaft : 
^ch tongue the (kill of either warrior tells; 
Each thought^ with wonder, on their valour dwells* 
Yet who the prize Ihould gain^ on either fide 
The vulgar vary, and in parts divide : 

* Otso. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ig5 JERUSALEM - booktu 

If fory (ball from virtue win the field, 40Z 

Or brutal rage to manly courage yield. 

But fair Erminia, mov'd above the reft. 
With growing fears torments her tender breaft •, 
She fees the deareft objeft of her care 
Expos'd to hazards of uncertain war. 
Of princely lineage came this haplefs maid, . 
From him who Antioch's powerful fceptre fway'd : 
But, when her ftate by chance of war was loft, 
She fell a captive to the CHriftian hoft. 
Then gallant Tancred gave her woes relief. 
And, 'midft her country's ruin, calm'd her grief: 
He gave her freedom, gave her all the ftore 
Of regal treafure (he poflcfs*d before, 
And claim'd no tribute of a victor's power. 
The grateful fair the hero's worth confeis'd ; 
Love found admittance in her gentle breaft : 
His early virtues rais'd her firft defire ; 
His manly beauty fann'd the blameleis fire. 
In vain her outward liberty (he gained. 
When, loft in fervitude, her foul remained! 
She quits her conqueror with a heavy mind, 
And with regret her prifon leaves behind. - 
But honour chides her ftay (for fpotlels faflnc 
Is ever dear to every virtuous dame), ^ 
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And with her aged mother thence conftrakiM 42t 

Her baniih'd'Tftcps to feck a friendly land 5 

Till at Jcrufalcm her courfe (he llay*d. 

Where Aladine receiv'd the wandering maid. 

Here, foon again by adverfe fortune croft. 

With tears the virgin mourn'd a mother loft. 

Yet not the forro w for her parentis fate. 

Nor all the troubles of her cxil'd ftate. 

Could from her heart her amorous pains remove. 

Or quench the fmalleft fpark of mighty love : 

She loves, and burns! — Alas, unhappy maid! 

No foothing hopes afford her fufierings aid : 

She bears within the flames of fond defire ; 

Vain fniitlefs wiflies all her thoughts inlpire; 

And, while Ihe ftrives to hide, Ihe feeds the ftifledfire. 

Now Tancred near the walls of Sion drew. 

And, by his prefence, raised her hopes anew. 

The reft with terror fee the numerous train 

Of foes unconquer'd on the dufty plain ; 

She clears her brow, her dewy forrow dries. 

And views the warlike bands with chcerfol eyes: 

From rank to rank her looks inceflant rove, 

Afid oft (he fedcs in vain her warrior love : 
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And oft, diftinguilh'd *midft the field of fight, '451 
She Angles Tancred to her eager fight. 

Join'd with the palace, to the ramparts nigh, 
A (lately cattle rifes in the fky, 
Whofe lofty head the profpeft wide commands. 
The plain, the mountain, and the Chrittian bands : 
There, fi-om the early beams of morning light. 
Till deepening Ihades obfcure the world in night. 
She fits, and fixing on the camp her eyes> 
She communes with her thoughts, and vents her fighs. 
'Twas thence (he vicw'd the fight with' beating hearty 
And faw exposed her foul's far dearer part ; 
Thence, fiU'd with terror and diftradting care, ' 
She watch'd the various progrefs of the war ; 
And, when the Pagan rais'd aloft his fteel, 
She feem*d herfelf the threatening ftroke to feel. 

When now the virgin heard fome future day 
Was deftin'd to decide th* unfinifh*d fray. 
Cold fear in all her veins congeal'd the blood, 
Sighs heav'd her breaft, her eyes with forrow flow*di 
And o'er her face a pallid hue was Ipread, 
While every fenfe was loft in anxious dread. 
A thoufand horrid thoughts her foul divin'd i . 
In deep a thoufand phantoms fiU'd her mind ; 
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Oft, in her dreams, the much-lov'd warrior lies 475 
All gafh'd and bleeding ; oft, with feeble cries. 
Invokes her aid 5 then, ftarting from her reft. 
Tears bathe her cheeks, and trickled down her breaft'. 
Nor fears alone of future evils fill 
Her carcfiil heart, fhe fears the prefent ill. 
The wounds her Tancred late received in fight 
Diftraft her mind with anguilh and affright. 
Fallacious rumours, that around are blown,' 
Increafe with added lies the truth unknown. 

Taught by her mother*s fkill, the virgin knew 
The fecret power of every herb that grew; 
She knew the force of every myftic ftrain. 
To clofe the wound, and eafe the throbbing pain •, 
(In fuch repute the healing arts were held, 
In thefe the daughters of the kings excell'd.) 
Fain would Ihe now her cares to Tancred Ihow ; 
But fate condemns her to relieve his foe. 
Now was fhe tempted noxious plants to choofe. 
And poifon in Argantes* wounds infufe ; 
But foon her pious dioughts the deed difclaim. 
And fcom with treachery to pollute her fame. 
Yet oft (he wifli'd that every herb applied 
Might lofe its wonted power, and virtue tried. , 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



190 JERUSALEM soo&vr. 

She iear*d not (by fuch various troubles toft) ^ 

Alone to travel through the adverfe hoft j 

Accuftom'd wars and flaughter to funrey^ 

And all the perils of the wanderer's way: 

Thus ufe to daring had inur'd her mind^ 

Beyond the nature of the ibfter kind ; 

But mighty love, fuperior to the reft. 

Had queird each female terror in her breaft : 

Thus arm'd, Ihe durft the fands of Afric trace^ 

Amidft the fury of the favage race. 

Though danger ftill and death her ibul defpis*dj 

Her viraie> and her better fame> (he priz'd. 

And now her heart confliding palTions rend ; 
There love and honour (powerful foes!) contend. 
Thus honour fecm'd to fay: O thou, whofe mind 
Has ftill been pure, within my laws confined; 
Whom, when a captive 'midft yon hoftile train, 
I kept in thought and perfon clear from ftaini 
Wilt thou, now freed, the virgin boaft forego^ 
So well preferv*d when prifoner to the foe ? 
Ah! what can raife fuch fancies in thy breaft? 
Say what thy purpofe, what thy hopes fuggefl^ 
Alone to wander *midft a foreign race. 
And with nodurnal love thy fex diigrace ? 
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Juftly the y'lStor fliali reproach thy name, ^23 

And deem thee loft to virtue^ as to ihame -, 
With fcorn (hall bid thee from his fight remove. 
And bear to vulgar fouls thy proffer'd love.. 

But gentler counfels, on a different part. 
Thus feem*d to whilper to her wavering heart. 

Thou wert not furely of a favage born. 
Nor from a mountain's frozen entrails torn ; 
No adamant and fteel compofe thy frame ; 
Delpife not theii love's pleafing dart and flame. 
And blulh riot to confefs a lover's name. 
Go, and obey the didates of thy mind — 
But wherefore fhouldft thou feign thy knight unkind? 
Like thine his fighs may heave, his ttsLvs may Sow; 
And wilt not thou thy tender aid beftow ? 
Lo! Tancred's life (ungrateful!) runs to wafte. 
While, on another all thy cares are plac'd! 
To cure Argantcs then thy fkill apply. 
So by his arm may thy deliverer die! 
Is this the fcrvice to his merits due ? 
And canft thou fuch a hateful taflc purfue ? 
O think what tranlports niuft thy bofom feel, 
Thy Tancred's wounds, with lenient hand, to heaL 
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Think, when thy pious care his health retrieves^ 5^ 
Life's welcome gift from thee the youth receives! 
Thou fhalt with him in every virtue (hare, 
With him divide his future fame in war ; 
Then Ihall he clalp thee to his grateful breaft. 
And nuptial ties (hall make thee ever bleft : 
Thou Ihalt be fhown to all, and happy nam'd, 
Among the Latian wives and matrons fam'd i 
In that fair land where martial valour reigns. 
And where religion pure her feat maintains4 

With hopes like thefe allur d, th* unthinking maid 
A flattering fcene of future blifs had laid : 
But ftill a thoufand doubts perplexing rife. 
What meajis for her departure to devife. 
The guards, inceflant, near the palace ftand. 
And watch the portals, and the walls command; 
Nor dare, amid the hazards of the war. 
Without fome weighty caufc the gates unban 

Full oft Erminia, to beguile her cares, 
The time in converfe with Clorinda (hares : 
With her each weftern fun beheld the maid, 
Each rifing morn the friendly pair furvey'd ; 
And when in gloomy (hade the day was clos'd, 
Both in one bed their weary limbs repos'd. 
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Ojie fccrct only, treafur'd in her breaft, 570 

The fond Erminia from her friend fupprcfs*d; 

"With cautious fear hw love fhe ftUl conceard; 

But when her plaints her inward pains reveat'd. 

She to a dif&ccot cauie affign'd her woe. 

And for her ruin'd Sbaxt her iortows foem'd to £ov. 
Through every chamber of the martial moid. 

By friendihip privileged. Erminia firay'd. 

One day it cfaanc'd, intent on many a though 

The royal fair her frieiid's apartment fought ; 

Clorinda abfent, there her anxious mind 
Revolv'd the means to efFeft her fli^ defignU 
While varipus doubts, by tt^ns, the dame diftrefs'd^ 
Aloft fhe marked Oorinda's arms and veft: 
Then to her&lf^ widb heavy fighs, fhe faid: 
How bleft above her 4ex die warrior mai4 ! 
How does her ftate, ai^s ! my ewy raifel 
Yet not for female bo^, or beauty's praife. 
No length of fwceping veft her ftcp reftralns ; 
No envious cell her daundefi foul detains : 
But, dothM in Ihining fteel, at will fhe roves; 
Nor fear with-holds, nor confcious fhame reproves. 
Why did nof Heaven with equal vigour frame 
My fofter limbs, and fire my heart to feme ? 

IPOL. I, o 
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So might I turn the female robe and veil 59^ 

To the bright helmet and the jointed mail : 

My love would change of heat and cold deipiie. 

And all the (eafons of inclement fkies^ 

In arms alone, or with my martial train> 

By day or night to range on yonder plain. 

Thy will, Argantes, then thou hadft not gain'd. 

And with my lard the combat firft maintained: 

This hand had met, and ah ! that happy hour 

Perchance had made him prifoner to my power: 

So from his loving foe he fhould fuftain 

A gentle Icrvitude and cafy chain : 

So might my foul awhile forget to grieve, 

And Tancred's bonds Erminia's bonds relieve. 

£lfe had hiis hand this panting bofom gor'd. 

And through my heart impell*d the ruthlcfs fword; 

Thus had my dearcft foe my peace rcftor'd ! 

Then had thefe eyes in lafting fleep been laid. 

While the dear vidtor o'er the fenfelefs dead. 

Perchance, with pitying tears, had moutn'd my doom» 

And given thefe limbs the honours of a tomb!^— 

But ah! I wander, loft in fond defire, 

And fruitkfs wifiies fruitlefs thoughts infpirei' 

Then fliall I ftill refide with anguifh here. 

In abjeft ftate, the flave gf female fear ? • 
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no ! — confide, my foul, rcfolve and dare : 619 
Can I not once the warrior's armour bear ? 

Yes — Love Ihall give the ftrcngth th' attempt i-equir^ i 
Love, that the Weakeft with his force iiifpires j 
That even to dare impels the timorous hind— 
But 'tis no martial thought that fills my nnind : 

1 feek, beneath Clorinda's ai-iiis toncfeard. 
To pafs the gates unqueftion'd to the field. 
O love! the fraud, thyfelf infpir*d, attend! 
And fortune with propitious fmiles befriend! 

'Tis now the hour for flight — (what then detains?) 
While with the king Clorinda (till remains. 

. Thus fix'd in heir refolves, th* impatient maid. 
By amorous paifion led, no longer ftay'd 1 
But to her near apartment thence repairs. 
And with her all the ihining armour bears. 
No prying eyes were there her deeds to view; 
For when (he came the menial train withdrew; 
While night, that theft and love alike befriends. 
To affift the deed her fable veil extends. 

Soon as the virgin faw the ftars arile. 
That faintly glimmered through the duiky (kies. 
She callM, m fecret, her defign to aid, 
A fquire of faith approved, and favour'd maid* 

o 2 
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To thcfe in part her purpofe fhe revcaFd, 6J3 

But, with feigned talcs, the caufc of flight conccal'd, 
The trufly fquire prcpar'd, with ready care. 
Whatever was needful for the wandering fair. 
Meantime Erminia had her robes unbound. 
That, to her feet defccnding, fwept the ground. 
Now, in her veil, the lovely damfd Ihin'd 
With charois fuperior to the femaje kind. 
In ftubborn ftecl her tender limbs flic drefs'd, 
The maffy helm her golden ringlets prefs'd : 
Next in her feeble hand flic gralp'd the fliicld, 
A weight too mighty for licr flxength to wield. 
Thus, cUd in arms, flie darts a radiant ligh^ 
With all the dire magnificence of light! 
Love prefent laygh'd, as when be viewed of old 
The female weeds Alcides' bulk enfold. 
Ilcavy and flow, flie moves along with pain^ 
And fcarce her fee$ th' unwonted load fuftain. 
The faith&l damfel by her fide attends. 
And with aflifting arm her fljcp befriends. 
But love her fpirixs and l>cf hopes renews. 
And every tPcmblLag iixxib with fl:rength induos : 
Till, having reached the fqijiFC, without 4elay 
They mount their re^dy: ftfee^, and trtkt thw way* 
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Difguis'd they pafs'd amid the gteomy night, 9^ 

And fought the fileirt paths obfcur*d from fight; 

Yet fcatter*d foldicrs here and there they Ipy'd, 

And faw the gleam of arms on every fide. 

But none attennpt the virgin to itioleft ; 

All know her armour, even by night confefs'd^ 

The fnow-\riiite mantle and the dreadfui cr^ft. 

Erminia, though her doubts were partly eas'd. 
Yet found not all her troubled thoughts appeas*d; 
She fear'd difcovery, but hei* fears fupprefs^'d. 
And reached the gates, and thus ehe guirda<ldi*6**d: 
Set wide the porta?, nor my fteps detain, 
Commi(fion-d by the kmg, I feek the |>lain. 
Her marfial garb deceived- the' foldiers* eye^j 
Her femaflc accetkts favour'd the di^ife. 
The gnaards obc/d; and, through the gate, in halfe; 
The princefs, with her two attendants, pafs'd; 
Thende from the' city-walfej with- cautiori, went 
Obliqpdy winding down &e hill's dcfftent. 

Now fafe at diftance in a lonely place, 
Erminia check'd awhile her courfer's pace, 
Efcap'd the fomie^ pefdb of the night, 
No guards, no' f»mparts now to ofaftruft her flight j 
With thou^ mature fee ran her pufpbfe 6*cr, 
And weigh'd the dangers lightly weighed before. 
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More arduous far flic iaw th' attempt would prove 6^ 

Than firft appear'd to her dcfiring love : 

Too rsiShi it fcem'd, amidft a warlike foe. 

In fearch of peace, with hoftile arms to go: 

For ftill flie purposed to conceal her namCj 

Till to th^ prcfence of her knight flie came. 

To him ftie wifb'd to ftand rcveal'd alone, 

A fecfet; lover, and ^ friend unknown ! 

Then ftopp'd the fair, and now, more heedful made. 

Thus to her fquire, with better counfe], faid. 

•Tis thou, my friend ! who muft,,with fpeed and care, 
To yonder terits my deflin'd way prqjare. 
Go— let forpe gi4ide dircd thy doubtful eyes. 
And bring thee where the wounded Tancred lies- 
To him dcckre, there comes a friendly maid, 
Wlp peace demands, and brings him healing aid ; 
Peace— ^for the war of love now fills my mind) 
Whenc^ he may health, and I may coflifort find. 
Say, that, with him fecure from fcorn or Ihame, 
A virgin to his ^ith commits her fame- 
|n fecret this — If more the knight require^^ 
Relate no further, but witj^ fpee^ retire. 
Here yfill I fafely wajt,— Sp fpoke the maid; 
Her meflci^r at once the charge obeyed i 
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He ipurr'd his courier, and the trenches gain*dj 716 
And friendly entrance from the guard obtained: 
Cooduded then^ the wounded chief he fought^ 
Who heard^ with joy^ the pleafing meflage brought. 

The fquire now leaves the knight to doubts refign*d» 
(A thoufand thoughts revolving in his mind) 
To bring the welcome tidings to the fair. 
That (he, concealed, may to the camp repair. 

Meanwhile the dame, impatient of his ftay, 
Whofe eager wilhcs fear the leaft delay. 
Counts every ftep, and meafures oft in vain 
The fancied diftance 'twuct th^ camp and plain : 
And oft her thoughts the meflenger reprove^ 
Too flow for the defires of ardent love! 
At length, advancing to a neighbouring height. 
The foremofl: tents falutc her longing fight 

Now was the night in ftarry luftre fccHj 
And not a cloud obfcur'd the blue fercne : 
The rifing moon her filver beams dilplay'd, 
And dcck'd with pearly deW the duiky glade. 
With anxious foul, th' enamour'd virgin ftrays 
From thought to thought, in love's perplexing mazci 
And vents hex tender plaints, and breathes her figh& . 
7g ^1 the filent fields and CQnfciqus flcie^ 
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Thcfa,. fondly gazing on the camp, fee laid : 740 
Ye Latian tents, by me with joy funrey'd ! 
From you, nrtethinks^ the gales more gently blow, 
Aftd fecm* already to relieve my woe I 
So may kind Heaven afford a milder ftate 
To this unhappy life, the Iport of fai;e! 
As 'tis from you I feek to aflTuage my care. 
And hope done for peace in fcenes of war! 
Receive rtie then !— and may my wlfees find 
That blifs, which love has promis'd to my mind j 
Which ev4*rt my worft of fortune could afibtd, 
Wheri made the captive of my dearelt teid j 
I feek not now, ixtf^it^d with fancies vain. 
By you my regdl hofnours to regain-: 
Ah nol^— Be this ntf happinefe and pride^. 
Within yoiir iHelter humbly to refidcl 

So fpoke the h^^lds f^ir, who little knew 
How near Hei" Aidd^li changa of fortune drew^; 
For, penfive while flic Itood, the clbudlefe mokm 
Full on tfa* unheedflil niaid with fplendoF flione;i 
Her fnew-whitie veftuns caught die filver beam; 
H6f |3io)ifii'd airms retom'd atrembfing gjleam j 
A^d oif her Its&y dreft^ the tignefs rais'd> 
With all the terrot^bf Ciorinda blaz'd^ 
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When lo ! (fo wiird her fate) a numerous band ^§4 
Of Chriftian fcouts were ambulh'd near ^ hand ; 
Difpatch'd. to innpede the paffage, o'e^ the pkia. 
Of flieep and oxen to the Pagan train. 
Thefe Polyphcrncs artd Alcandcr guide^ 
Two Latian brethren^ who the taik divide; 

Young Polyphernes, who had ieen his fire' 
Beneath Clorinda's thuhdering arm e:spire^ 
Soon as his eyes the dazaUng rt& fiiw^y'd^ 
Confefs'd the f<9fmblance of the martial maid^; 
He fir'd his crew i ^d^ heedlifs ofcoAtMli 
Gave loofe tio ail the fiirjrof his< foulj 
Take this I and pieriih^ by my weapon Qbm^ 
He faid i .and hurl'd his lanc^ but bui4^J in naxu 
As wheis a hind, opprefsM with; toil stud hetty 
To fora^ clear ^rhfg dirt<St« her weary feetj 
If, as Ihe thiAks td eafe her f^ntlng linlbsf 
In the coKd i&ade, and drink the cr^ftal: ftreain^ 
The &taV hd%md& afrivej ^'mknsheriighry 
And all her thirft is lo^ in wdkl' affright 

Thus Itei who hopM fbme kind relief to prove. 
And fought ta alldy the borniiig thirft of love. 
Soon aa Ate inwricds, clad in fteel> appear. 
Forgets het" former tfaou^ in foddca fear ; 
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She Bicsy nor dares di' approaching danger meet 9 ;6s 
The plain re-echoes with her courier's feet. 
With. her th* attendant flies; the raging knight; 
Firft of the band, purfues the virgin's flight. 

Now from the tents the faithful fquire repairs. 
And to the dame his tardy tidings bears; 
Struck with like fear^ he gives his fteed the rein, 
And all are fcatter*d divcrfe o'er the |daia 
Alcander fliUj by cooler prudence fway*d, 
Fix'd at. his flation, all the field furvey'd: 
A meflage lo the camp he fent with fpeed^. 
That not the lowing ox, nor woolly breed. 
Nor prey like thefe was fecn ; but, fmit with fcarj 
That, fierce Clorinda fled his brother's fpear. 
Nor gouli^ h? think that fhe, no private knight> 
But one who bore die chief command in flght> 
At fuch a time would ifliie fijom the gate. 
Without fome public weighty caufc of (late : 
But Godfrey's, wifdom muft th* adyentwe weighj 
And what he bade Alcander (hould obey. 

Soon to the camp the flybg tidings came,^ . 
But firft, the Latian tents received the fame, 
Tancrcd, whole foul the former meflage mov'c^ 
Now felt new terrors for the maid he lay*d. 
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To me (he cry'd) Ihe came, with pious car^, 6i» 
Alas! for mc this danger threats the fairl 
Then of his heavy arms a part he takes. 
He mounts his courfer, and the tent fbrfakes 
With filent hade ; and, where the track he 'fpics, 
Witl> furipps courie along the champai^ flies. 
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THE ARGUJVTENT* 

Erminia^ flyiog ^rom the ChrifliaQ guard, is received by a 
ihepherd. Tancred, who purfued her, fuppofing her to be 
Clorinda, falls into Armidas fnare, and is made prifoDcr ia 
her caftle. In the mean time Argantes, on the appointed day, 
enters the liH to finifh the combat with Tancred. Taacred 
being abfent, none of the warriors hare the courage to fupply 
his place. Godfrey reproaches their pufiUanimity, and refolves 
himfelf to meet Argantes. Haymond diOfuades him. Many 
others then, filled with emulation, are defirous to engage. 
They caft lots j and the lot falls on Raymond. He enters the 
lift, and, affifted by his guardian angel, has the advantage of 
Argantes; when Beelzebub incites Oradine to wound Raymond, 
and thus breaks off the combat. A general battle enfaes. The 
Pagans are almoft defeated ) but the infernal powers railing a 
lbnn> the fortune of the^day is changed. Godfrey, with his 
zsmy, retires to his entrenchments^ 
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Meanwhile the courfer with Erminla ftfajr'd* • 
Through the thick covert of a woodland fhade: 
Her trembling hand the rein no longer guides. 
And through her veins a chilling terror glides. 
By winding paths her fteed purfu'd his flight, 
And bore at length the virgin far from fight. 

* Meamvhile the courfer ivU?i Ernnnia ftra^ d^ In my ootM to 
Ariofto> Book i. I have pointed oat that this flight of Erminia 
is clofely copied from the flight of Angelica/ and that both 
the Italian poets were afterwards followed by Spenfer in his 
account of Florimel. The beginning of this book exhibits 
one of the moft beautiful pa^ral fcenes in any language. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



!2o8 JERUSALEM bookvii. 

As, after long and toilfome chace in vain, ; 

The panting dogs unwilling quit the plain. 
If chance the game their eager fearch elude. 
Concealed in (helter of the favouring wood: 
So to the camp the Chriftian knights return. 
While rage and fliame in every vifagc burn. 
Still flies the damfel, to her fears refign'd. 
Nor dares to caft a tranfient look behind. 



Milton was not infenlibk to fuch poetr5r^ and^ in the foUowinjj; 
verfes^ may be thought to transfufe fome ideas from the 
Italian. 

tiov morn her rofy ileps in th' eaRern clime 
AdFancing^ fow*d the earth with orient pearly 
When Adam wak'd : fo cuftom'd, for his fleep 
Was airy lights from pure digeftion bred, 
An4 itempetitjte vapoqrs blapd* whijch iV fiviy fo^wi 
Of leaves and fu^ung rillsy Aucora'9 fan. 
Lightly difpers'd^ and the fhrill matin fong 
Of birds on every bough——- 

Farad. Lostj Book v. ver. 1. 

Non fi defto fin die garrir gU augelli 
Non fentl lieti e falutar gli albori, 
£ mormorar il fiume, e gli arbofcelli, 
E cond ronda fcherzar raura e co i fiori ; 
Apre i languidi ocdbi— 

Stanza v. ver. 29 of the Tranflatioo. 
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All night (he Rtd, and all th' enfuing day, 15 

Her tears and ^fighs companions of her way : 
But when bright Phoebus from his golden wain 
Had loos*d his fteeds, and funk beneath the mainy 
To facred Jordan's cryftal flood Ihe came j 
Th^re ftay'd her courfej and refted near his flream. 
No nourifliment her Minting ftrength renewed. 
Her woes and tears fupply'd the place of food. 
But fleep, who with oblivious hand can clofe 
Unhappy mortals* eyes in foft repole^ 
To eafe her grief^ his gentle tribute brings, 
And o'er the virgin ipreads his downy wings : 
Yet love ftill breaks her peace with moOrnfuF themes. 
And haunts her flumbers with diftrafting dreams. 
She fleeps, till, joyful at the day's return. 
The feathered choirs falute the break of morn; 
Till riling zephyrs whiiper through the bowers. 
Sport with the ruffled ftream and painted flowers; 
Then opes her languid eyes, and views around 
The fliepherds' cots amid the fylvan ground : 
When, 'twixt the river and the wood, (he hears 
A found, that calls again her fighs and tears. 
But foon her plaints are ftopp*d by vocal flrains, 
Mix'd with the rural pipes of village fwains : 

VOL. I. p 
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She rofc, and law, beneath the Ihady grove, 39 

An aged fire that ozier bafkcts wove : 
His flocks around him graz'd the meads along. 
Three bo]rs befide him tun'd their ruftic fong. 

Scar'd at th* unufual gleam of armour bright^ 
The harmleis band were felz*d with fudden fright. 
But fair Erminia foon difpels their fears ; 
From her bright face the fhining helm ihe rears sv. 
And undifguis'd her golden hair appears. i 

Purfue your gentle talks with dread unmov'd, 
O happy race! (flic cry*d) of Heaven belov'd! 
Not to difturfe your peace theie arms I bear. 
Or dieck your tuneful notes with founds of war. 
Then thus— •O father! 'midft thefe rude alarms, 
When all the country burns with horrid arms. 
What power can here your blifsful feats eniuie. 
And keep you from the foldiers' rage fecure i 

To whom the fwain; No dangers here, my fon, 
As yet my kindred or my flock have known: 
And thefe abodes, removed to diftance far. 
Have ne'er been ftartled with the din of war. 
Or whether Heaven, with more peculiar grace. 
Defends the fliepherds* inoffenfive race : 
Or, as the thunder fcorns the vale below. 
And fpends its fury on the mountain's brow; 
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So falls alone the rage of foreign fwords ^ 

On Iccptrcd princes and on mighty lords. 

No greedy foldiers here for plundcir wait, 

Lur'd by oiir poverty and abjeft ftate : 

To others abjeft; but to nneTo dear. 

Nor regal power, nor wealth is worth my care. 

No vain ambitious dioughts my foul moltft. 

No avarice harbours m my quiet brcaft. 

From limpid ftreams my draught is well fupply'd 5 , 

I fear no poifon in the wholefotiie tide. 

My little garden and my flock afford 
Salubrious viands for my homely board. 
How little, juftly weigh'd, our life requires! 
For fimple nature owns but few dcfires. 
Lo! there my fons (no menial flaves I keep) 
The faithful guardians of their father's fheep. 
Thus in the groves I pafs my hours away. 
And fee the goats and flags around me play; 
The fifhes through the ciyftal waters glide. 
And birds with wings the yielding air divide. 
There was a time (when early youth inlpires 
The mind of erring man with vain defires) 
I fcorn'd in lowly vales my flock to feed, 
Aad from my native foil and country fled. 

p 2 
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At Memphis once I liv'd ; and, highly graced, gs 
Among the monarch's houfehold train was plac'd: 
And, though the gardens claim'd my cares alone. 
To me the wicked arts of courts were known. 
There long I ftay'd, and irkfome life endured. 
Still by ambition's empty hopes allur'd : 
But when, with flowery prime, thofe hopes were fled, 
And reftlefs paffions with my youth were dead j 
Once more I wifh'd to live an humble fwain. 
And figh'd for my forfaken peace again 5 
Then bade adieu to courts j and, free from ftrifc, 
Have fince in woods enjoy*d a blifsful life. 

While thus he fpoke, Erminia filent hung 
In fix*d attention on his pleafing tongue : 
His fage difcourfes, on her heart imprefsM, 
Afluag*d the tempeft of her troubled breaft: 
Till, after various thoughts, the princely maid 
Refolv*d to dwell beneath the lonely Ihade ; 
At Icaft, lb long fequefter'd to refide. 
Till fortune fliould for her return provide. 

Then to the hoary fwain her fpeech Ihe mov'd: 
O happy man ! in fortune's frowns approved : 
If Heaven unenvying view thy peaceful ftate. 
Let pity touch thee for my haplefs fate : 
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Ah! deign to take me to your pleafing featj 112 

To me how grateful were this kind retreat! . 
Perhaps thefe lonely groves may eafe in part 
The mournful burthen of my fwelling heart. 
If gold or jewels can allure thy mind, 
(ThoTe idols fo ador'd by human kind!) . 
From me thy fi>ul may all its wiflies find. . 

Then, while her lovely eyes with forrows flow. 
She half reveals the ftory of her woe : 
The gentle fwain her talc with pity hears. 
Sighs back her grief, and anfwers tears with tears: 
With kindly words confoles th* afflided fair. 
At once receives her with a father's care. 
And thence condu6ts her to his ancient wife. 
The faithful partner of his humble life. 

And now (her mail unbrac'd) the royal maid 
In ruftic weeds her graceful limbs array'd ; 
But, in her courtly looks and beauteous mien. 
Appeared no tenant of the fylvan fcene. 
No drefs could veil the luflre of her eyes. 
No outward form her princely air difguife ; 
A fecret charm, and dignity innate 
Each aft exalted of her lowly ftate* 
She drives the flock to paftnre on the plain, 
Andj with her crook, condufts to fold again ; . . 
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From the rough teat'* flic drew the milky ftream^ 13; 
And prefs'd in circling vats the curdled cream. 
Oft, when beneath fomc fliady gfove's retreat 
The flocks are fhelter'd from meridian heat. 
On the fmooth beechen rind the penfive dame 
Carves in a thoufand forms her Tancred's name^ 
Oft on a thoufand plants infcribes her ftate. 
Her dire diftrefs, and love's difaftrous hxc ; 
And, while her eyes her own fed lines pcrufc, 
A Ihower of tears her .lovely face bedews« 
Then thus (he cries — Ye friendly trees! retaia 
My ftoried forrows, and declare my pain : 
Should e'er, beneath your grateful ihade, refide 
Some love-fick youth in true aflfe&ion tried; 
His heart may learn with friendly grief to glow» 
Touched 1^ nfiy fad variety of woe ; 
So may he Love and Fortune's rigour blame^ 
That thus reward a virgin's coliflant flame. 
If e'er indulgent Heaven vouchfefc to hear 
The tender wiftcs of a lover's prayer; 

fc From tie rough ieat-r^ The Italian eommeiitotorr juftly ob- 
{exveHf that the poet has veiy happily exprefled the firople em* 
ployment of making cheefes. 

—da rirfote mamme il latte prerae, 
So giio a^Uo poi lo vfiriipge infieise* 
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Even he may haply to thefe dwellings rove, xsf 

Who heeds not aow forlorn Erminia's love ; 
And^ calling on the ground his pitying eyc$» 
Where clos'd in earth this breathlefs body lies ; 
May to aiy fuSerings yield a late return. 
And with a pious tear my fortune moisra. 
Thus, if my life was never doom'd to reft. 
At leaft in death my fpirit fliall be bleft^ 
And my cold a(hes fhall the blifs receive^ 
Which here rclentlefs Fate refus*d to give I 

Thus to the fenfelefs trunks her pains (he told^ 
While down her cheek the copious forrows roWd. 

TaiKred, meantime, the damfel's flight puriu*d. 
And, guided by the track, had reach'd the wood : 
But therq the trees fo thick a gloom d](play*d> 
He roy*d uncertain through the dufky fhade. 
And now. he Uftens with attentive car. 
The noife of fteeds or found of arms to hear. 
Each bird or bcaft that ruAles in the brakes. 
Each whifpering breeze his amorous h<^e awakes. 
At length he leaves the wood : the favouring moon 
Direfts iiis wandering fbeps through paths unknown^ 
A fudden noife at diftance fcems to rife, 
And thither ftraight th* impatient warrior flies. 
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And now he comes where, from a rpck diftills m 
A plenteous llream diat falls in lucid rills -, 
Then down a fteep disunited waters flow. 
And murmur in the verdant banks below. 
Here Tancred call'd aloud : in yain he cried ^ 
No found, (ave echo, to his voice reply^. 
Meanwhile- he faw the gay Aurora rife, 
And rofy blufhes kindling in the ikies : 
Inly he groan'd, accufing Heaven, that held 
The flying damfcl from his fearch conceal'd; 
And vow*d his vengeance on the head to bend 
Whofe raftinefs ihould the much-lov'd maid offend. 
At length the knight, though doubtful of the wajj 
Refolv'd to feek the camp without delay; 
For near at hand the dcftin'd morning drew. 
That with Argantes mufl: his fight renew. 
When, iflluing from a narrow vale, he fpyM ^ 
A meflenger, that feem'd on fpeed to ride, | 
His crooked horn depending at his fide. 
Tancred from him demands the ready^ way 
To where encamp'd the Ghriftian army lay^ 
Then he-~Thou ipcm from me the path may% know, 
Difpatch*d by Bcemond to the camp I go. 
Th* unwary knight the guileful words belicv'd, 
J^xid followed, by hi^ uncle's name deceiy'd. 
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And naw they came to where, amidft a flood 20O 
Obfccne with filth, a ftately cattle ftood*; 
What time the fun withdrew his cheerful light, 
And fought the fable caverns of the night. 
At once the courier blew a founding blaft. 
And fudden o'er the moat the bridge was caft. 
Here, if a Latian (faid the wily guide) 
Thou may'ft at eafe till morning dawn relide : 
Three days are paft fince from die Pagan band 
Coienza's valiant earl this cattle gain'd. 

He ceasM : The warrior all the fort furvcy'd. 
Impregnable by art and nature made i 
Awhile he paus'd, fufpefting in his mimi 
|n fuch a place fome fecret fraud to find : 
But, long to dangers and to toils inur'd. 
He ftood undaunted, in himielf fecur'd; 
Refolv'd, whatever or choice or chance procure^ 
His own right arm his fafety Ihould enfure : 
But now another tafk his fword demands. 
And from each new attempt rettrains his hands. 

Before the cattle, clofe befide the flood. 
In deep fufpenfe awhile the hero ftood j 

c — a ftately cqftle ftood (\ The following paffage beaiK a nearc^ 
refemblance to the romances of chivalry than any part of the 
poem, and is much in the fpirit pf Ariofto. 
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Nor o'er the ilream the dpubtful paflage tried^ 223 
Though oft invited by his treacherous guide : 
When fudden on the bridge a knight was fe^n 
All flieath'd in arois^ of fierce and haughty mien; 
His naked falchion, held aloft^ he Ihook, 
And thus in loud and threatenmg accents fpoke. 

O thou I who thus haft reach'd Arinida's land. 
Or led by choice, or by thy fate conftcain'dj 
Hope not to fly— be here thy fword refign'd. 
And let thy hands ignobk fetters bind; 
This Okftle enter, and the laws receive. 
The laws our foyercign miftrefs deigns to give: 
And ne'er expcd, for length of rolling years^ 
To view t&e light of heaven or goldeB ftars, 
Unlefs thou fwcar, with hw aflbciate-train^ 
.To war on all that Jesus' faith maintain. 

He faid -, and, while his voice betray'd the knight^ 
On the known armour Tancred fix'd his fight* 
Rambaldo this, who with Armida came, 
Who,,ft)r her like, cmbrac'd the Pagan nannei 
And now w^$ fetfn in arms to aiRrt her cauie^ 
The bold defender of her impious laws. 
With holy zeal th' indignant warrior burn'd. 
And to the foe this anfwcr foon returned. 
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Lo 1 impious wretch ! that Tancrcd now appears. 
Who itill for Christ his faithful weapon wears i 253 
His champion! taught by him the foes to qiiell^ 
That dare againll his facred word rebel. 
Soon fhalt thou find in me thy fcourge is given. 
And own this hand the miniftec of Heaven. 

Confounded at bis name th* apoftate ftood ; 
Swift vanifli'd from his cheek the frighted blood: 
Yet thus, with courage feigned, he made reply: 
Why com'ft thou, wretch I predcftin'd here to die ? 
Here fhall thy lifelefs limbs on earth be fpread. 
And, fever'd from the trunk, thy worthlcfs head 
Sooxl to the leader of the Franks FU fend. 
If fortune, as of old, my arms befriend. 

While thus he (poke, the day its beams withdrew, 
And deeper (hades obfcurM the doubtful view : 
When ftrait a thoufand lamps refplendent bUze, 
And all the caftle (hines with (tarry rays. 
Armida plac'd aloft (herfelf concealed) 
Heard all the conteft, and the knights beheld. 
Th' undaunted hero for the fight prepares. 
Collects his courage and his falchion bares ; 
Nor kept his fteed, but leaping from his feat, 
Approa€h*d on equal terms the foe to meet. 
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The foe advanced on foot, and held before. \ 276 
His fencing fhield -, his head the helnnet wore V 
In adfc to Arike the naked fteel he bore. _^ 
To hirfi with dauntlefs pace the prince drew nigh, 
Rage mhis voice, and lightning in his eye. 
The wary Pagan wheels his fteps afar, 
Now feems to ftrike, and now to fhun the war. 
Tancred, though weak with many "a former wound, 
Though lately fpent with toil, maintain'dhis ground j 
And, where Rambaldo fhrunk, his fteps he prefe'd, 
And oft the. fword before his face addrefsM 
With threatening pointy but chiefly bent his art. 
To aim the wounds at every vital part. 
His dreadful voice he raised at every blow. 
And pour*d a furious tempeft on the foe: 
Now here, now there, the foe deceives his. eyes,l 
With fword and ihield to ward the danger tricSjl 
And from th^ impending fteel elufive flies. 
Yet not fo fwift the Pagan can defend. 
But fwifter far the Chriftian*s ftrokes defcend. 
Rambaldo's arms were now with blood bedewVJ> 
His fhield was broken, and his helmet hfew*d : 
While in his heart contending paflions ftrove> 
Remorfe, and fear, and fhame, revenge and levei^ , 
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At fcngth, impell'd by fury and defpair, 300 

To prove the utrpoft fortune of the war. 
His buckler c^ft afide, with either hand 
He grafp'd his falchion, yet with blood uriftain'd ; 
Then, inftant clofingi urg'd the vengeful fteel: 
On Tancred's thigh the furious weapon fell. 
And through the mail infixed a ghaftly wound ; ^ 
J^is helniet next the Pagan's falchion found •, "^^ 
The helmet, ftruck, return'd a ringing found. ^ ) 
The cafque fuftain'd the ftroke, with temper fteel'd. 
Beneath the force the daggering warrior reel'dj 
But, foon recovering, gnafli'd his teeth with ire. 
While from his eye-balls flafti'd avenging fire ! 

And now Rambaldo durft no longer wage 
The doubtful fight with Tancred's rifing rage : 
His ftartled ear the hiffing fword confefs'd; 
He deem'd the point already in his breaft : 
He fees, he flies the blow : th* impetuous fteeJ 
With erring force againfl: a column fell 
Befide the flood i beneath the furious ftroke 
The marble in a thoufand fliivers broke. 
Swift to the bridge tli' affrighted traitor flics ; 
In fwiftnefs. all his hope of fafety lies : 
Him Tancred ehac'd, and ftep by ftep jmpell'd; . , 
Now o'er his back the threatening fword he held : 
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When lo I (the trembling Pagan's flight to (hield) 325 

A fudden darknefi cover'd all the field : 

At once the lamps were vanilh'd fi-om the fight; 

At once the moon and ftars withdrew their light 

No more the viftor could his foe purfije, 

In gloom of fi-iendly night concealed From view. 

His eyes in vain explor'd the magic (hade. 

While unfecure with doubtfijl feet he ftray^d. 

Unconfcious where he pafs*d, with lucklefs tread 

He entered at a gate, as fortune led ; 

But fudden heard the portal clos'd behind^ 

And found himfelf in prifon drear confin'd. 

So the mute race from troubled waves retreat, 

To feck in peaceful bays a milder feat. 

And heedlefs enter in the fatal fnare. 

Where filhcrs place their nets with guilefol care. 

The gallant Tancred prifoner thus remain*d, 
By ftrange enchantment in the fort detained ; 
In vain to force the gate his flrrength he tried. 
The fl:ronger gate his utmoft pains defy'd : 
And fodn a voice was heard — ^** Attempt no more, 
*^ Armida's captive now, to cfcape her pow*r ! 
" Here live; nor fear that death ihould prove thy doomj 
" Here living fentenc'd to a doleful tomb!" 
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Th* indignant knight his rifing grief fupprefs*d# 349 
Yet groan*d full dceply-from his inmofl: brcaft 5 
Accufing love, from whence his errors rofe, 
Himfelf^ his fortune, and his treacherous foes. 
Thus oft in whifpers to himfelf he mourns: 
To me no more the cheerful fun returns ! 
Yet that were little— thefc unhappy eyes 
Muft view no more the fun of beauty rife! 
No more behold Clorinda's charms again, 
Whofe power alone can eafc a lover's pain! 
The deftin'd combat then his mind aflaird; 
Too much (he cry'd) my honour here has fdiVd : 
Well may Argantes now delpifc my name ; 
O ftain to glory! O eternal fliame! 

While thoughts like thefe diftraftcd Tancred*s bread, 
Argantes fcomM the downy plumes of reft: 
Difcord and ftrife his cruel foul employ; 
Fame -all his wilh, and flaughter all his joy: 
And ere his wounds are heal'd, he burns to vit^ 
Th* appointed day, the combat to renew. 
The ni^t before the mom for fight defign'd, 
The Pagan fcarcc to Qeep his eyes inclined : 
While yet the ikies their fable mantle fpread, 
Efe yet a beam difclosM the mountain's head. 
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Herofe, andcairdforarms; his Tquirc prepares, 37s 
And to his lord the radiant armour bears 5 
Not that he wont to wear; a nobler loadj 
A coftly gift, the monarch this beftow'd^ 
Eager he fciz'd, nor gaz'd the prefent o'er, 
His limbs, with eafe, the mafly burthen bore. 
He girt the trufty falchion to his fide; 
Full well in many a dangerous combat tried. ' 
As fhaking terrors from his blazing hair, 
A fanguine comet gleams through duiky air. 
To ruin ftates, and dire difeafes fpread. 
And baleful light on purple tyrants ihed : 
So flam'd the chief in arms, and iparkling ire. 
He roird his eyes fufFus'd with blood and fire : 
His dreadful threats the firmed hearts controU'd, 
And witti a look he wither'd all the bold : 
With horrid fhout he fliook his naked bliade. 
And fmotc th* impreflive air and empty fliadCi^ 
Soon (hall the-Chriftian chief (aloud he cries) 
Who dares with me in fight difpute the priae, 
Vanquifh'd and bleeding, prefs the hoftile land, 
And foil his flowing treffes in the fand ! 
Spite of his God, he living (hall furvey 
This hand, unpitying, rend his fpoils away. 
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Then (hall his prayers in rain a graVe implore^ 397 
The dogs his mangled (iarcafe (hall devour t 

So fares a bull whom jealous iires engagCj 
Loudly he roars, and calls up all his rage } 
Againft a tree his fhafpen'd horAs he crie^i 
To battle vain the pafling wind defies j 
He (pufns the yellow fands, and from afaf 
His mortal rival dares to deadly wan 
Thefe paffions fwelling in Argantes* breaft, 
The herald ftraight he call'd, and thus addrefs*d : 
Ha(te to the camp* and there the fight proclaim 
With yonder champion of the Chrifkian name. 

This laid, he feit^d his fteed, nor longer ftayM^ 
feut from the walk the captive knight '^ conveyed. 
He left tlie city, tod impetuous wtnt 
With eager fpeed along the hilPs dcfccnt 
Impatient then his founding horn he ble\^, 
And wide aroUnd the horrid echo flew j 
The noife, like thunder, ftruck th' aftoni/h'd cafs^ 
And every heart was fill'd with fudden fears. 

The Chriftian princes, now convcn'd, enclose 
Their prudent chief i to thefe the herald goei. 
And Tancred firft to combat due demands. 
Then dares each kader of the faithful bands. 



^ Ottto. 
Vol. u O, 
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Now Godfrey cafts around his heedful fight> 421 
Ko champion offers equal to the fight. 
The flower of all his Warlike train is lofl;; 
Ko news of Tancred yet has reach'd the hoft : 
Boemond afar; and exiFd from the field 
Th* unconquer'd youth* who proud Gernando killU 
Befide the ten, by lot of fortune nam*d, 
The heroes of the camp, for. valour fam'd, 
Purfu'd the falfc Armida s guileful fli^t, 
Conceal'd in covert of the friendly night. 
The reft, lefs firm of foul or brave of hand. 
Around their chief unmov'd and filent ftand ; 
Not one. in fuch a rifk would feek for fame -, 
In f^ar of ill was loft the lenfe of fliame. 

Well, by their filence and their looks diiplay'd. 
Their fecret fears the general ibon furvey'd. 
And, fiird with noble warmth and high difdain. 
He ftarted from his feat, and thus^ began. 

Ah ! how unworthy is this breaft of life. 
If now I fhun to attempt the glorious ftrife v 
Or let yon Pagan foe our name difgrace. 
And tread in duft the glory of our race. 
Here let ipy camp fecure, inaftivc, lie. 
And view my danger with a diftant eye ; 
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Hafte, bring my arms !— Then, fwift as winged chough^ 
His ponderous armour to the ehief was broughc 446 
But Raymofad (in experienced wifdom known. 
Whole courage with the firft in peril Ihonci 
Whofe vigorous age the fire of youth confeis'd) 
Tum'd fo the leader, and thefc words addreis'di 

Forbid it, Heavtn! that e'er the Chriftian ftatc. 
Thus in their ehief (hould hazard all their &te ! 
On thee our empire and our faith deptndi 
By thee muft BabeFs impious kingdom bend. 
^Tis thine to rule debates^ the f<ieptre wield 1 
Let others boldly prove the fword in field 
Even li though bending with the wdght of ag^r^ 
Refuie not here the danger to engage. 
Let others fliun the foite of yonder knighc> 
No thoughts (hall keep me from fd brave a fight, 
O! could I boaft an equal ftreiigth df years 
As you who (land difmay*d widi hdartlefe fearsi 
(Whom neither (hame nor Indignation moves^ 
While yondier foe your daftard train reproves) 
Such as I was> when all Germania view'd 
Stern Leopold beneath my antis fubdu*dl 
At mighty Conrade*s cot^rt my leaped cam 
I'he warrior's breiU^ and drank has Vital ^oat* 
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.Such was the deed!, more noble far to bear 46g 

The fpoils of fuch a chief renoMrn'd in war. 

Than fingly here, unarm'd, in flight to chace 

A numerous band of this inglorious race. 

Had I the vigour now I then poffefs'd. 

This arm had foon the Pagan's pride fupprcf&'d. 

But, as I am, this heart undaunted glows^ 

No coward fear this aged bofom knows s 

And, fhould I breathlefe prels the hoftile plain. 

No eafy conqueft ihall the fot obtain. 

Behold, I arm !-^ this day, with added praife. 

Shall crown the iuftre of my former days. 

Sofpoke the hoary chief; his wonfe inlpir'd 
Each kindling foul, and fleeping ^rtue fir'd : 
And thofe whofe filcnce firft their fear cottfefs'd. 
With voice emboldened to the combat prefs'd. 
No more a knight. ii fought; a generous band. 
By emulation urg*d^ che fijght demand : 
That tafk Rogero, Guelpho> Baldwin fam'd^ 
Stephen>' Gernier, and either Guido daim'd : 
Pyrrhus, whcxfe art the walls of Antioch won. 
And gave to Bo^nmnd's hmd the ednquer'd tovrtk 
3rave Ebcrard the ^orious trial .warms j 
Ridolphw and Rx^fmondo^ knowd in arms : 
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And, -with IiIk thirft to gain a deathlefs nan^e, 49s 

The conflift Edward and Gildippe claim. 

But firft the venerable warrior ftands^ 

And with fuperior zeal the Bght demands. 

Already arm*d he darts refplendent fires^ 

And now his burnifli'd helm ai<me requires : 

Him Godfrey thus befpoke — O glorious iagc ! 

Thou lively mirror of a warlike age ! 

From thee our leaders catch the godlike flame, ^ 

Thine is the art of war and martial fame ! 

O! could I now in youthful prowefs find ' 

Ten champions more to match thy dauntlefs mind. 

Soon fhould I conquer Babel's haughty towers. 

And fpread the Crols from Ind to Thule's fhores. 

But here forbear : referve for counfcl fage 

The nobler glory of thy virtuous age : 

And let the reft their rival names enclofe 

Within a vafe, and chance che lots dilpofc -, 

Or rather God dilpofe, whofe fovereign will. 

Fortune and Fate, his minifters, fulfil. 

He faid ; but Raymond ftill afferts his claim. 
And fearlefs with the reft includes his name. 
Then pious Godfrey in hk helmet threw \ % 

The lots, and, Ihafcing round, the firft he drew, 
Thouloufe's valiant earl appeared in view. 
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With cheerful fhouts the Chriftians hail the name^ 
Nor dares a ,t;oQgue the lot of F^rtiioe Hm^^% ^19 
The hero's looks a fudden vigour waring, 
^d a new youth his ftifienM limbs informa. 
So the fierce fnake, with Ipoils renewed, app^arSj, 
And to the fun hi^ goklen circle rears. 
But Godfrey moft extoll'd the hoary knight. 
And proniis'd fame and conqueft in the fig[ht{ 
Then frpm his fic^e his trufty falchion took> 
To Raymond this he gave, ^qd thg^ he fpoke. 

See here the fword which, drawn in many a field, 
Th? rebel S^on ' once was wont to wjeld ; 
This from his haqd I won in glorious ftrif^, 
And fore -d a paffage for his hated life : 
This fword, that ever did aiy arm befriend. 
Receive, and equal fortune thi|ie attend! 

Thus they: The haughty foe impatient ftay'cj, 
And with loud threats provoked the ftriff<ielay*d, 

Unconquer*d nations! Europe's martial bands! 
Behold a fingle chief the war demands ! 
Why comes not Tancred, once fo fam'd in fightj^ 
If ftill he dare to truft his boafted might ? 

' Tik rdel Saxon^ The Saxons rebelled in Germany, and 
xpade Count Ridolphus thipir king, who was afterwards oycrcgmc 
Und ilain'by GcKifrey. 
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Or, does he choofe, in downy flumber laid» s40 

To wait again die night's auxiliar ihade ? 
If thus he fears, let others prove their force; 
Gome all, united powers of foot and horfe ! 
Since not your thoufands can a warrior yield 
Who dares oppofe my might in iingle field. 
Lo ! there the fepulchre of Mary's fon — 
Approach, and pay your offering at the done. 
Beholdi the way ! what caufe detains your band ? 
Or does fome greater deed your (words demand? 

Thefe bitter uunts each Chriftian's rage provoke, 
But chiefly Raymond kindled as he (poke : 
Indignant fhame his fwelling breaft infpires. 
And noble wrath his dauntlefs courage fires. 
He vaults on Aquiline, of matchlefs ipeed ; 
The banks of Tagus br^d this generous deed : 
There the fair mother of the warrior-brood 
(Soon as the kindly fpring had fir'd her blood) 
With open mouth, againft the breezes held. 
Received the gales with warmth prolific fill'd : 
And (ftrange to tell!) infpir'd with genial feed» 
Her fwelling womb produced this wondrous ftced# 
Along the fand with rapid feet he flies. 
No eye his traces in the duft defcrie? j 
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To right, to left, obedient to die rein, 5G4 

He winds the nu^es of th' embattled pidin. 
On this die valiant earl to eombat prefs'd. 
And thus to Heaven his pious prayer addrefsM \ 

O thou! that*gainft Goliah's impious head ! 

The youthful arms in Terebinthtis fped, I 

When the proud foe, who feoff 'd at Ifrael's band. 
Fell by the weapon of a ftripling's -hand 1 
With like example now thy caufe maintain. 
And ftretch yon Pagan breathlefe on the plain 5 
Let feeble age fubdue the mighty's pride. 
Which feeble childhood once fo well de<y*d ! 

So pray'd the earl ; and ftraight his zealous prayers 
Flew, wing*d with faith, to reach the heavenly fpheres. 
As flames afcend. Th' Eternal Father heard. 
And call'd an angel from th' ethereal guard, 
Whofe watchful- aid the aged chief might flikM, 
And fafe return hkn from the glorious field, 
Th* angelic power, to whom, decreed by Heaven, 
The care of Raymond from his birth was given. 
Soon as he heard anew his lord's command, 
Obey'd Ac charge entrufted to his hand : 
He mounts die facred tower, where, ranged oh Wgh, 
The arms of all W immortal legions lie. 
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There fliines the fpear, by which the ferpent driven 
Lies piercM with wounds; the fiery bolts of heaven 1 
The viewlefs arrows that in tainted air 590 

Difeafc and plagues to frighted mortals bear. 
There, hung aloft, the trident huge is fcen. 
The deadlieft terror to the race of men; 
What time the folid earth's foundations move. 
And tottering cities tremble from above! 
But o*er the reft, on piles of armour, flam*d 
A fliield immenfe, of blazing di'mond framed, 
Whofe orb could aH the realms and lands contain 
That reach, from Caucallrs,th* Atlantic tnatn! 
This buckler guards the righteous prince's head; 
O'er holy kingdoms this defence is Ipread : 
With this the angel from his feat defcends, 
And near his Raymond, unperceiVd, attends. 

Meantime the wtfk with vafrioqs throngs were filPdj 
And now Clorinda (fo the tyrant wili'd) 
Led from the city's gate an armed band. 
And halted on the ^hill ; the Chriftians ftand 
In rank of battle on a dUS^nnt hand. 
Before the camp, in either vnr^y's fight. 
An ample lift lay ppen for Che fight. 
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Argantes feeks his foe, buc feeks in vain $ en 

A knight unknown appears upon the plain. 
Then Raymond thus— The chief thine eyes would find, 
Thy better fate has from our hoft disjoin'd: 
Yet let not this thy empty pride excite. 
Behold me here prepared to prove thy might. 
For him 1 dare with thee the war maintain : 
New think me meaneft of the Chriftian train. 

The Pagan fmil'd, and fcornful thus reply 'd: 
Say, in what part does Tancred then refide ? 
He firft with boaftful threats all Heaven defies. 
Then trembling on his coward feet relies 1 
But let him fly, and veil his fears in vain 
Beneath the central earthy or boundlefs main : 
Not earth profound, nor ocean's whelming wave. 
Shall from my hand the recreant warrior fave! 

Falfefy thou fay'ft (the Chriftian thus replies) 
That he, thy better far, the combat flies. 

To whom the foe inccns'd — Then fwift prepare, 
I ihall not here refiife thy profier'd war : 
Soon muft we prove, on this contended plain. 
How well thy deeds thy fenfelefs boaft maintain. 

This laid, the champions to the combat prefs*4, 
And 'gainft the helm their threatening fpears addrefsU 
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True tD his aim, good Raymqpd reacb'd the fbe, 035 
Who,. in his feat mimov'd, firflain'd the blow* 
No Jtfs in vain was fierce Argantes' might 5 
The heayenjy guardian, watchful o'er the Bght, 
The ftrpke averted from the Chrifti^n knight. 
The Pagan gnaw'd his lips, with rage he fliook^ 
And 'gainft the pfein his lance, blafpheming, broke; 
Then dfew his fword, and fwift at Raymond flew. 
On clofer terms the combat to renew. 
Againft h^m full he drove his furious Heed i 
3o butting raips encounter head to head: 
But Raympnd to the right eludes the ifcock j 
And on his front the pafling Pagan fbiic^ 
J^^n the il^rn Circaflian feeks the foe: 
Again the Chrifti^n difappoints the blow; 
And every turn pbferves with heedful eyc$ ; 
He fe^s Argjintes' ftrength and giani fize; 
?y fits hp feejm'd $Q fight, by fits to yieU, 
And round tlie lift in flying circles whe^l'd. 
As when fpme chief a tower beleaguers round. 
With fens cnclos'd), or on a hilly ground j 
A thoufand ways^ a thoufand arts l^e proves : 
Thus o*er the field the wary Chriftian move$. 
In vain he ftrives the Pagan's fcales to rend, 
Th^t well his ampl^ bres^ft and head d^fendi 
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But where the jointed plates an entrance (how^d^ | dso 
Thrice with his fword he drew the purple floods \ 
And ftain'd the hoftile arms with ftreanriing blood. ' 
His own, fecure, the adverie weapon braved ; 
Untouched the pliuna^ o*er his helmet wav*d. 
At length, amidfl- a thouiand vainly fpentj 
A weil-aim'd ftroke the- raging Pagan fent : , 
Then, Aquiline! thy fpced had prov'd in vain. 
That fatal blow bad aged Raymond flain ; 
But here he faiFd not heavenly aid to prove ; 
The guard invifible, from realms above, 
To meet the fteel th' ethereal buckler held, 
Whofe blazing orb the powerful ftroke repelled 
The fword broke ihort, nor could the force witMandi 
(No earthly temper of a mortal hand 
Could arms divine, infrangible, Aiftain) 
The brittle weapon Ihivcr'd on the plain. 
The Pagan fcarce believes ; with wandering eye. 
He fees on -earth the glittering /ragoients lie: 
And ftill he dcem'd againft the Chriftian-s Ihicld 
His falchion broken;ftrew*d the dufty field: 
Good Raymond deem'd no lefs; nor knew, from heaven 
^ What powerful guardian to his life was -given. 
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But when difarm'd the hoftile band he view'd» 683 

Awhile fufpended in himfelf he flood ; 

He fear'd fuch palms would litde fame beftow, 

With fuch advantage ravilh*d from the foe. 

Go^ feek a fword !-**the chief begins to iay. 

But different thoughts his generous purpofe ftay. 

He fears alike to win the fhield with ihame; 

He fears alike to riik the general fame. 

While doubtful thus he ilands, with rage anew 

The hilt Argantes at his helmet threw $ 

Then fpurr'd his ftced tx) grapple with his foe ; 

The earl, unniov'd, receives the Pagan's blow. 

And wounds his arm, that came with threatening fway. 

Fierce as a vulture rufhing on its prey ! 

At every turn his fword Argantes found. 

And pierc'd his limbs with many a ghaftly wound. 

Whate'er his 4rt or vigour could confpire. 

His former wrath, his now redoubled ire, 

At once againil the proud Circaffian join, 

And Heaven and fortune in the caufe combine. 

But fkill the foe, with daundefs foul fecure, 

Refifts, untcrrified, the Chriflian's power* ' 

So "istms a ftateiy ihip, in billows toft. 

Her tackk tom, her ma^s and canvais loft ; 
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With ftrong ribb'd fides the rufliingftorm (he braves^ 
Nor yet deipairs amidft the roaring Waves* 708 

Even {achy Argaiites, was thy dangerous ftafc^ 
When Beelzebub prepar'd So ward thy fate f 
From hollow clouds he framM an empty fliadcy 
(Wondrous to fpcak!) in human fbrni array'd: 
To this CIoriada*s warlike looks he jorn*d; 
like her the form in radiant arnioor lhin*d : 
He gave it fpeech and accents like the damei 
The fame the motion, and the mien the fame* 
To Oradine its courfe the.phafttom took; 
And him> renown'd for archery, befpoke : 
O Oradine ! whofe never-failing art 
To every mark directs the diftant darf, 
Think what a lofs Judea mull: fuftain^ 
Should thus the guardian of her walls be flain j 
Should his rich fpoils the haughty foe adorn^ 
And he in fafety to his train return. 
On yonder robber let thy (kill be tried, * 
Deep in his blood be now thy arrows dy'd. 
What endlefs praife were thine ! nor praife alone^ 
The king with vaft rewards the deed Ihall crown* 

The fpeclre ceas'd ; not long the warrior ftay'd} 
The hopes of gain his greedy foul perfuade : 
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From the full quiver, dcftin'd for the deed, 731 

To the tough yew he fits the fcather'd reed : 

He bends the bow, loud twangs the trembling ftring. 

The (haft impatient hifles on the wing; 

Swift to the mark the airy pafi&ge finds, 

Jufl where the belt the golden buckle binds; 

The corfelet piercing, through the (kin it goes; 

But fcarte the wound with purple moifture flows ; 

The guard celcftial ftops its further courfe. 

And robs the arrow of its threatening force. 

The earl the weapon from* his corfelet drew. 

And faw the fprinkling drops of fanguine hue; 

Then on the Pagan turn 'd, with fury mov'd. 

And, with loud threats, his breach of faith reprQV*d. 

The pious Godfrey now, whofe careful look 
Was fix'd on Raymond, found the truce was broke; 
With fears he faw his lov'd aflbciate bleed, . 
And urg'd his troops to avenge the treacherous deed. 
Then might you fee their ready beavers clos*d. 
Their couriers rein'd, their Ipears in reft difpos*d. 
At once the fquadrons, plac'd on either hand. 
Move in their ranks, iand thicken o'er the land : 
The field is vaniih'd ; clouds of duft arifc. 
And roll in fable volumes to the fkies« 
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They meet, thty Ihock; the clamours echo round; 75s 
And helms and AieWs and fliivcr'd fpears refound* 
Here lies a deed, and there (his rider flain) 
Anodicr runs at random o'er the plain* 
Here lies a warrior dead ; in pangs of death> 
There one, with groans, relu<5kant yields his breath* 
Dire is the conflift 5 deep the tumult grows 5 
And now with all its rage the battle glows ; 
Argantes midft them flew with eager pace. 
And from a foldier fnatch*d an iron mace^ 
This whixl'd around, with unreiifted fway. 
Through the thick prefs he forc'd an ample way^ 
Raymond he feeks, on him his arms he turns. 
On him-alone his dreadful fury burns: 
And, like a wolf, with favage wrath indu*dj 
He thirds infatiate for the Chriftian's bloods 
But now, on every fide, the numbers clos'd, 
And thronging warriors his attempts oppos'd' 
Ormano and Rogero (names renown'dl) 
Guidoi with either Gcrrard, there he found. 
Yet more impetuous ftill his anger fweird, 
The more thcfe gallant chiefs his force repetfi* 
So, pent in narrow (pace, more dreadful grow* 
The blazing fire, and round deftnt&ion 6hro#s» 
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Guido he wounded 5 brave Ormano flew ; 779 

And midft the flain to earth Rogero threw, 
Stunn'd with the fall While here the n^artial train 
On either hand an equal fight maintain ; 
Thus to his brother Godfrey gave command : 
Now to the fight conduft thy warlike band j 
And where the battle rages in its fofcei 
There to the left direft thy fpecdy courfe. 
He faid ; the warrior at his word obey'd. 
And on their flank a fudden onfet made. 
Languid and fpent the Afian troops appear, 
Kor can the Franks' impetuous vigour bear : 
Their ranks are brokc> their ftandards fcattcr'd roiind. 
And men and fteeds lie mingled on the ground. 
The fquadrons> on the right, now fled the plain; 
Alone Argantes dares the flxock fufl:ain ; 
Alone he turns, alone the torrent ftands : 
Not he who brandifli'd in his hundred hands 
His fifty fwords and fifty Ihields in fight. 
Could have furpafs'd the fierce Argantes* might! 
The nriace's, fweepy way, the clafliing ipears, 
iTh' impetiK>Us fliock of charging fl:eeds he bears. 
Alone.he feems for all an equal force : 
Now here, now there, by turns he fliifts his courfe : 
vol. I; ^ 
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His limbs arc bruis'd, his fhattcr'd arms refotindj 30^ 

The blood and fweat in mingled ftreams abound, 

Tct whole he fccms, and fcarlcfe of a wound. 

But now fo clofely prcfe'd the fiying erew. 

That in their flight th'imwiUing chief they cfrew: 

Conftrain'd he turn'd, nor longer could abide 

Th' overbearing fiiry of the rapid tidc^ 

Tet feems he not to fiy, his looks declare 

His dauntle& ibul^ and ftill maintain die W£ur^ 

Still in his eyes the glancing terrors glow $ 

And ftill with threatening voice he dares the foe* 

With every art he tries, but tries in vdin^ 

To ftop the panic of the routed train : 

Naart, no rein, can rule the vulgar fear; 

Kor earncft prayers^ nor loud commands diejr hcaf^ 

The pious Godfrey, who, with zesd infpir^d, 
^W fortune favouring all his Ibul defir'd, 
Purfu'd with jjoy the battle's g^orioBS courfcy 
And to the viOiors fent auxiliar force. 
And, but the fat^ hour not yet was come, 
!ft-efix'd by Goo m hi» eternal doom^ 
This day, perchance, their arms facccft had fbun<|. 
This day had k\\ their facred labours crown'd. 
But hell's dire crew, who faw the conquering. boSt, 
And in^ the combat fear*d their empire loft^ 
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(% Etes^eti pcmikted) ffiread the d^^ 838 

With clouds condensed, and gave the winds to iife« 

Infernal horrors darken all the air. 

Pale livid lightnings thro* the ether glare i 

The thunder roars } the nriingled hail and rain 

With rattling vortent& deluge all the plain : 

The tre^ are rent -, nor yield the trees alone. 

The rocks and nu>uncatns to the tempcft groan. 

The wind and rain with force united ftrove, 

And on the Chriftians* face impetuous drove : 

The Ibdden ftorm their eager coujrfe reprefs*d. 

And fatal terrors daunted iMxiy a hreaft : 

While, round their banners, fooie maintaia'd the field. 

Nor yet die fortune of the day beheki 

But this Clorindai, from afer, dcferies. 

And fwift to foisc the wifli^d occafion ffies* 

. She jpurs hes fieed, and thus her iiquadioa waim^ : 

See! Heaxen, my friends I aififts our righteous amit: 

His tempell ligjits not on our fkvour*d hands^ 

But leaves to. a6Uoii foee onr vsdaiit handst; 

Againft th'aftomflifdjfcK hisiwadi he hovdos 

Full in dMPir &ce his vengefol ftomt ^efbonds: 

They lofe die ufeof amos and light ofrda^: 

Hafte^ 1» us go where fortune poin&s th^ imm|(I 
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Shc^faid, and rouz'd her ardent troops to vtlur^ est 
And while behind th* infernal ftorm they bear. 
With dreadful fury on the Franks they turn. 
And mock their vigour, and their weapons fcorn: 
Meanwhile Argantes on their forces flew, 
(So lately vi6tors) and with rage o'crthrew: 
Thefe, fwift retreating from the field, oppofe 
Their backs ag^nft the ftorm and hoftile blows. 
Fierce on the rear the Pagan- weapons pour: 
Fierce on the rear their wrath the furies fhower* 
The mingled blood in ftreamtng torrems fwcD'd> 
And purple rivers delug'd all the field. 
There, midft the dying and the vulgar flain,. 
Pyrrhus and good Ridolphus prefs*d the plain : 
The fierce CircaCTian this of life depriv'd; 
From that Clorinda noble palms derived. 

Thus fled the Franks ; while ftill th' infernal ctcw 
And Syrian bands their eager flight purfue* 
Godfrey alone the hoftile arms defies. 
The roaring ftorm and thtmder of tlie ikies ; 
With dauntle& front amid the tumult moves. 
And loud each leader^s coward fear reproves. 
Againft Argantes twice he urg'd his horie. 
And bravely twice rcpeird the Pagan's courfc : 
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As oft on high his naked fword he reared ^ 876 
Where, thickcft join'd, the hoftilc troops appeared: 
Till, ^vidl the reft conftrain'd the day to yield. 
He gain'd the trenches, and forfook the field. 
Back to the walls returned the Pagan band ; 
The weary Chriftians in the vale remained i 
Nor then could fcarce th* increafing tempeft bear. 
And the wild ragp of elemental war. 
Now here, now there, the fires more faiutly fliow; 
Loud roar the winds; the rufhing waters flow : 
The tents are (hatter'd, ftakcs in pieces torn i 
And whole pavillions (zr to diftance borne. 
The thunder, rain, and wind, and human cries. 
With deafening clamours rend the vaulted Ikies ! 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

A Df HE mrrives at the Cbxiftiao camp^ and inibrms Go4frey ^bat 
the bandy conduced by Sweno^ was attacked in the nighty 
near Paleiline, by a numerous army of Arabs commanded hj 
3olymanj tb^t the Danes were cut in pieces, and Swen<^ 
Idlled; and that himfelf only efcaped the general flaughter: 
to this he adds> that* he bad *ceceived an injundtion to prefen^ 
Sweno's (word to Rinaldo. The Chrifdan army» deceived by 
appearances, fufped: Rinaldo to have been alTaffinated. Argil- 
Ian, infiigated in a dream by Aledo, incites the Italians to 
revolt ; and throws the odium pf Rinaldo*s fuppofed murder 
upon Godfrey. The difaffedion fpreads through the troop^. 
Godfrey goei himfelf to quell the tumult 3 he qaufes Aigill^il 
to be arrefled, and reftores tranquillity to the camp. 
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BOOK VJII. 

jN^ow ceas*d the thunder*s noife, the ftonn was o'cTt 
And every bluftering wind forgot to roar 5 
When the fair morning, from her radiant feat, 
Appeared lyith rpfy front and golden feet : 
But thoie^ whofe power the raging temped brew'd, 
3till with new wiles their ruthlels hate purfu'd -, 
While one ( Aftagoras the fiend was nam'd) 
Her partner, dire Aledo, thus inflam'd : 

Behold yon knight^ AleAo ! on his way, 
(Nor csin our arts his deftin'd purpofe ftay) 
Who Tcap'd with life, on yonder fatal plain, 
f he great defender* of th* infernal reign, 

» Sdlyman. 
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lie to the Franks his comrades' fate {hall tell^ |$ 

And how in fight their daring leader fell. 

This great event anriong the Chriftians known. 

May to the camp recall Bertoldo's fon. 

Thou know'ft too well if this our care may claim. 

And ehallcpge every fchj^ne our powjpr can frame^ 

Thjen mingle with the Franks to work their woes. 

And each ^Vicnture to their harms diipofe : 

Qo — ihed thy vencun in their veins, inflame 

The Lapan, BritUh, and Helvetian name ; 

Pe every means^ be every fraud applied. 

And all the camp in civil brotis tKyidr : 

Th* attempt were worthy thcc, would crown thy word. 

So nol^ plated to ow Ibvereign lord^ 

She fpokc- nor needed more her Speech employ; 
The fiend edfibrac'd xkft talk wkH horrid joy. 

Meantime the knight, whofe prefence thiis diey fear^. 
Arriving, in the Chriftian c«np Qppear*4 : 
Conduced, foon the leader's tent U^ ^ght; 
(All thronging round to hear the news he brmigiit) 
Lowly he bow'd, and kifs'd the giofrious band 
That fhook the lofty towers of Babers land. 

O phief (he cried) whofe wide-extended fimae 
^Ipne the ocean bounds and ft^rry frame ;. 
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Would Heaven I htrc yn^h happier tidiiigs ftoodl*^ 
T}>is (ad^^ hjp ^sh'd> and dius iifs fpeeph pi|ri<t*d. 09 

Svp«ao» the paniOi qKMiarc^h's only fca\, 
(Pride of his ajB^, and glory of his throne) 
Ifppatient ,gl<ywVi his i^ame wUI^ theirs to join, 
Who^ led by tha:, in Jesus' cauie conndHae : 
Nor toils i^or dangers could his thought reftrain^ 
l^or a)l (h' ^Mrenients of his {\xc^fp reigo; 
Not filial dQty to his agcxi fire 
Could in his jiofofn (^[u^enph flie g^noiis fire. 
Py thy examjde, apd Ixqeath d^y care. 
He burnM to ieani d^ labours of tfa|! war. 
Alrpacfy l^d he h^d Rjiialdo^s i)aqfic> 
|n bloom of youth, irfifiiad wi|h deeds of fknc; 
But, far above an earthly fniil reoowo. 
His foul alpir'd to H^v^'; eternal ^r&wn. 
Refoly*d tQ tneet in 4n1f)s the Pitgan foe3> 
The prince 1^ f^itbfiiil daring IquadTon tphefe ; 
Pired for Thrace, Mfiih thefe, his w^y purfu'd» 
Till now the Greeks' inaperud ieat he viewed. 
The Grechm icing the gallant youth carefs^d» 
And in his court detain'd the royal gue(t. 
Theie fiom the camp tby trufty envoy canrie, 
^liQ told the irhmtphs of the Chn&iaa iiame ; 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



25a JERUSALEM bookvui. 

How firft you conquered Antioch's ftately town, 61 
Then 'gainft the foe maintained the conqucft won, 
When Perfia brought her numerous fons from fer, 
And feem'd to exhauft her fpacious realms for war. 
On thine, on every leader's praife he dwells, 
And laft the deeds of brave Rinaldo tells : 
How the bold youth forfook his native land; 
What early glory fince his arms had gain'd. 
To this he adds, that now the Chriftian powers 
Had laid the fiege to Ston*s lofty towers ; 
And urg'd the prince with thee at leaft to (hare 
The laft great conqueft of the fecred wan ' 
Thefe fpeeches gave new force to Sweno's zeal ; 
He thirfts in Pagan blood to drench his fteel. 
Each warrior's trophy feems his floth to blame s 
Each valiant deed upbraids his tardy fame. 
One thought alone his dauntlefs foul alarms ; 
He fears to join too late the viftor's arms. 
Impeird by fate, he fcarcely deigns to ftay 
Till the firft blufh of dawn renewed the day. 
We march'd, intrepid, o'er a length of land 
Befet with various foes on every band : 
Now rugged ways we prove j now famine bear; 
To ambufh.now exposed, or open war : 
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But every labour, fearlefs, we fuftain; H5 

Our foes were vanqui{h*d, or. in battle flain. 

Succefs in danger every doubt fupprefs'd, 
Prefumptuous hope each fwelling heart pofTcfii'd. 
At length we pitched our tents one fatal day. 
As near the bounds of Paleftine we lay: 
Our fcouts were there furpris'd with loud alarms 
Of favage clamours and the din of arms ; 
And countlefs banners they defcry'd from far. 
The dreaming fignals of approaching war. 

Our matchlefs chief unmov'd the tidings heard; 
Firm was his voice, unchang'd his looks appeared j 
Though the dire peril ftarded many a breaft. 
And many a changing cheek its fears confcfsV^ 
Then thus he cry*d : Prepare for fure renown. 
The vidlor's laurel, or the martyr's crown! 
The firft I hope, nor lefs the laft I prize. 
Whence greater merits, equal glories rife } 
This field, O friends ! fhall future honours claim, 
A temple facrcd to immortal fame ; 
Where diftant ages (hall our trophies tell. 
Or fhow the fpot on which we greatly fell ! 

Thus faid the chief, and ftraight the guard prepares, 
Divides the talks, and every labour Iharcs* 
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He wUls the troops in arms to psMs the tligHti jog 
Nor from his breaft removes his corfelet brighf-i 
But iheathM in mait expe6h tKe threatened fights 

When now the filcnt night her vt'ii extends^ 
The peaceful holir that balrtiy fleep befriends i 
The fky with drcadfiil howling ecfhocs roundi 
And every cave returns the barbarous (bund? 
To arms! to arms! (each ftarded ibldier cries) 
Before the reft impetuous Sweno flies. 
He darts his eyes that gbw wid) martial Bame^ 
Bis looka the ardour of his foul proclaim. 
And foon th* invading troops our camp enck>fe s 
Thick and more thick the fteely circle grows i 
Javelins and fwords around us form a wood^ 
And. o'er our heads defcends an iron cleud 

In this unequal field the war we wag'd, 
Where every Chriftian twenty foes engaged / 
Of thefe were many wounded midft the gloom i 
By random ihafts full many met their dooma 
But none, amidft the dufky fhades, could tell 
The wounded warriors, or What numbers fell« 
Night o*er our lofs her i^le mantle threw. 
And, with our lofs, concealed our deeds from view* 
Yet fierce in arms, and towering o'er the reft. 
The gallant Sweno ftood to all confefs^dj 
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Even through the dufk they mark his daring couffe. 
And count the aftions of his matchlefe force. 13^ 
Histhirfty fword the purple (laughter Ipread, 
And round him rais'd a bulwark of the dead : 
Where'er he turns he fcatters, through the band. 
Fear from his looks and flaughier from his hand^ 

Thus ftood the fight : but when th' ethereal ray 
With ruddy ftreaks proclaim'd the da:wning day. 
The mom revcard the fatal fcenes of ntght. 
And dcath'^s dire horrors opened to our fight : 
We faw a fi«ld with mangled bodies drown. 
And in one combat all our force overthrown ! 
A thousand firft composed our martial band. 
And icarce an tumdred now alive remain'd! 
But when the chief beheld the drtadful plain, 
The mafigied troops, the dying and the (lain, 
"^Twas doubtfbl how his foid iuftainM his pare. 
Or what emotions touched his mighty heatt ^ 
Yet thus albiad he fir'd bis fain^ng ifrew : 
Hafte, let us now our flai^b^r^d friends purfivr. 
Who, far from Snyx and fadack Avvrnufi'' flood. 
Have marked our happy paths to haiven in blood. . 

He faid; and, fix'd his ^orious fate to clo&i 
Undaunted ro(Vd amidft the thickeft toes : 
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He rives the helmet, and he ^lews the ihield t las 

The ftrongeft arms before his falchion yield : 

With ftreams of hoftile gore he dies the ground. 

While all his form is one continued wound. 

His life decays, his courage ftill remains : 

Th' unconqucr'd foul its noble pride retains : 

With equal force his martial ardour burns i 

He wounds for blows, and death for wounds returns: 

When thundering near a dreadful warrior came, 

Of ftern demeanour and gigantic frame ; 

Who, join'd by many, on the hero flew. 

And, after long and painful batde, flew. 

Prone fell the generous youth, (ah! haplefs death!) 

Nor one had power to avenge his parting breath* 

Be witnefs yet, and bear me juft record, 

Ye laft dear relicks of my much-lov'd lord! 

i fought not then to fave my worthlefs life. 

Nor fliunn'd a weapon in the dreadful fl:rife. 

Had Heaven vouchfafd to clofe my mortal date^ 

I fure by adions well deferv'd my fate! 

Alive I fell, and fenfelefs prefs'd the plain, . 

Alone prcferv'd amidfl: my comrades flaini 

Nor can I further of the Pagans tell. 

So deep a trance o'er all my fenfcs fell^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BOOK vin. . D E LI VE RE D. 257 

But when again I rais'd my feebk fight, is% 

The (kics were cover'd o'er with (hades of nighty 
And fronn afar I faw a glimmering light. 
I faw like one who half in flumber lies. 
And opes and ihuts by fits his languid eyes. 
But now my limbs a deeper anguilh found. 
The pains increas'd in every gaping wound ; 
While on the earth I lay, exposed and bare 
To damps unwholefome and no6burnal air. 
Meanwhile advancing nearer drew the lights 
By flow degrees, and gained upon my fight. 
Low whifpers then and human founds I heard; 
Again^ with pain, my feeble eyes I reared ; 
And faw two ihapes in facred robes array'd; 
Each in his hand a lighted torch diiplay'd. 
And thus an awful voice diftinftly faid : 

fon! confide in him whofe mercy (pares; 
Whofe pitying grace prevents our pious prayers. 
Then, with uplifted hands, my wounds he blefs'd. 
And many a holy vow to Heaven addrefs'd 

He bade me rife-— and fudden from the ground 

1 ro(e ; my limbs their former yigour found ; 
Fled were my pains, and cloi'd was every wound! 
Stupid I ftood, all fpeechlefs and amaz'd. 

And doubtfijl on the reycrend ftranger gaz'd. 

^^^* ^* ^ Digitized by Google 
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O thou oflitde feidi! (the hermit cried) 207 

What diought has led thy troubled fenfe afide? 

Thou fecft two bodies of terr^rial frame. 

Two fcrvants dedicate to Jesus' name. 

From the vain worid and all its follies fled. 

In wilds and deferts here our liret arc led. 

Lo ! I am fent thy fafcty to eitfure. 

By him who rules o'er ail with forereign poweri 

Who ne'er difdains by humble means Co ihow 

His wonderous works of providence below; 

Nor here will fuflfer on the naked plams 

To lie expos'd thofc honoured lov'd remains^ 

That muft again di* exalted mind receiTe^ 

And, joined above, in blifs eternal live. 

To Sweno's corfe he wills a tomb to raifc, 

A tomb as lading as his deatUefi praife ; 

Which future times with wonder (hall furvey. 

Where futm-e times (hall every honour pay. 

But lift thine eyes, yon friendly moon behold 

Through fleecy clouds her filvcr (ace unfold. 

To guide thy devious footfteps 6?er the plain. 

To find the body of thy leader flain. 

Then from the peaceftil regent of the night 
I faw defcend a ray of (lanting light : 
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Where on the field the breathlefs corfe was laid 2S1 

There full the. lunar beam refplendent played $ 

And ihow*d each limb deformed with many a wound» 

Midft all the mingled fcene (^carnage round* 

He lay not prone, but, as his zealous mind 

Still fbar*d beyond the views of human kind^ 

In death he fought above the world to rife. 

And claimed, with upward looks, his kindred ikies. 

One hand was closed, and feem*d the fword to reari 

One prefs'd his bofom with a fuppliant air^ 

As if to Heaven he breath'd his humble prayer. 

While o'er his wounds the copious tears I Ihed, 
And, loft in fruitleis grief^ deplored the dead. 
His lifeleis hand the holy hermit feiz*d. 
And from his graip the fatal fted released ; 
To me then turning : View this fword, (he laid) 
Whofe edge to*day fuch copious ftreams has flied, 
Still dy*d in gore ; thou know*ft its virtue well. 
No tempered weapon can its force excel ! 
But (ince its lord, in glorious conflidt AaiAt 
]^o more ihall graip the mortal fwwd agam. 
It muft not here be loftj decreed by Heave/i, 
To noble hands the mighty prize is given $ 
To hands that longer ihall the weapon wield 
With equal valour in a happier field : 
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From thofe the world expe£bs the vengeance due 256 
On him whole fury gallant Sweno flew. 
By Solyman has Sweno prefs'd the plain ; 
By Sweho's fword muft Solyman be flain, 
Go^ then, with this, and feek the tented ground 
Where Chriftian powers the hallow'd walls furround; 
Nor fear, left wandering o'er a foreign land,. 
The foe again thy purposed courfe withftand. 
That Power, who fends thee, Ihall thy toils furvey. 
His hand fhall guide thee on the dangerous way: . 
He wills that thou (from every peril freed) 
Should'ft tell the virtues of the hero dead : 
So, fir'd by him, may others learn to dare. 
And on their arms the Crofs triumphant bear: 
That every breaft may pant for righteous fiune^ 
And diftant ages catch the glorious flame. 
It now remains the champion's name to hear, 
Whofc arm muft next the fatal weapon rear : 
Rinaldo he, a youth approved in fight. 
In valour firft of every Chriftian knight: 
Prefent him this; inflame his generous ire; 
Say, heaven and earth (let this his foul infpire) 
From him alone the great revenge require. 

While thus intent the fage's words I heard» 
Where Sweno lay a fepulchre ;ippcar*d. 
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That, rifing flow, by miracle difpos'd, 281 

Withia its marble womb the corfe enclos'd: 
Grav'd on the monumental ftone were read 
The name and niierits of the warrior dead. 
Struck with the fight, I ftood, with looks amazed. 
And on the words and tomb alternate gaz'd. 

Then thus the fage : Befide his followers flain 
Thy leader's corfe (ball here inlhrin'd remain i 
While, in the manfions of the bleft above. 
Their happy fouls enjoy celcftial love. 
But thou enough haft mourn'd the noble dead^ 
To nature now her dues of reft be paidi 
With me refide, till, in the eaftern ikies. 
Propitious to thy courie, the morn arife. 

He ceas'd ; and led me thence through rugged way^, 
iNow high, now low, in many a winding maze; 
Till.undcrneath the mountain's pendant fhade, 
Befide a hollow cave, our fteps we (lay*d. 
Here dwelt die fage, amidft the favage brood 
Of wolves and bears (the terrors of the wood!) 
Here, with his pupil, liv'd fecure from harms : 
More ftrong than (hield or corfelet, virtue arms 
And guards the naked breafl: in all alarms. 
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My hunger firft fufficM widi (ylvan food, 304 

A homely couch my ftrength with flccp renewed. 
But when> rekindled with the rifing day. 
The radiant morn reveal'd her golden ray; • 
-Each wakeful hermit to his prayers arofe. 
And, rouz'd widi them, I left my foft repofes 
Then to the holy fage I bade adieu. 
And turn'd the courfe direded to purfbe. 

Here ceas'd the Dane ^. Then thus the fHOUS chief: 
Thou com*ft a mournful meiTenger of grief: 
Thy words, O knight! with pain our camp {ball know. 
Thy tale (ball fadden every breaft with woe. 
Such gallant friends, by hoftile fury croft. 
From all our hopes, alas ! fo fudden loft! 
Where thy dear leader^ like a flaflung light. 
But juft appeared, and vani&'d from the fight ; 

^ Bep^ e00£dtA$ JDam'i This admiraUe and affeding qsifodle 
is fbnnded on hiftorical fad* though enlarged and beautified bj 
the poet with many poetical and intevelKng circumfbincei. 
y^olo EmiliOf tbe writer of the hiffery, giTes the following 
aeeoant of this Sweno : " Lstas triilibus (ut res hmnanae funt) 
iBifcebantav: Soeno Dani regis fiHus cnm raille qaingentis 
equitibus erilce infignitis* traofmiffo ad CooftantinqKiliiB BoA 
phoro inter Antiochiam ad reliquos Latinos iter fadebat 5 infidiis 
Torcorum ad owmd omnes cwn legio jnrene €»£.* 
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Yet bleft a death like this^ and nobler far 820 

Than conquer'd towns and ample fpoils of war : 

Nor can the capitol examples yield 

Of wreaths fo glorious^ or fo brave a field. 

In heaven's high temple now, with honours crowned. 

Immortal laurels every brow furround; 

Each hero there with conicious tranipOrt glows, 

And every happy wound exulting (hows. 

But thou, efcap^d from peril, ftiU to know 

The toil and warfare of the world below; 

This gloom of forrow from thy brow remove^ 

And liearn to triumph in their blifs above. 

Seek'fl thou Bertoldo*s fbn ? in exile loft. 

Unknown he wanders from th' abandcMi'd hoft: 

Nor think to trace his flight witli doubtful feet. 

Till certain tidings teli the youth's retreat. 

Thefe fpeedies heard, and yoilng Rinaldo's nam^. 
With firmer ky/e each kindling mind inflame* 
" Alas! (they cry) amid the Pagan bands 
** The blooming warrior roycs in diftant lands !" 
Each tongue with pleafufe on his g^ory dwdls ; 
Each to the wondering Dane his vaTour tdk. 
And all his battles, all his deeds reveals^ 

While tboMghts, Uke thefe, in every bofbm railfir 
The dear remembrance of their hero's prai&; 
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A band of foldiers, fent to fcour the plain> 34J 

With plenteous pillage feek the camp again i 
With lowing oxen, and the woolly breed, 
And generous corn to cheer the hungry fteed : 
And, jo'm'd with the{e» a mournful load they bore. 
The good Rinaldo's arms, the veil he wore. 
The arnciour picrc'd, the vefture ftain'd with gore^ 
The doubtful chance the vulgar herd alarms. 
With grief they throng to view the warrior's arms. 
They fee and know too well the drizzling fight. 
The ponderous cuirafs, with its beamy light -, 
The creft, where high the towering eajglc fhone» 
That proves his offspring in the mid-day fun. 
Oft were they wont, amid th' embattled fray. 
To fee them foremoft rule the bloody day; 
And now with mingled grief and rage beheld 
Thoie glorious trophies broken on the fields 

Whilfl whiipers fill the camp, and every br«athi 
Relates by various means the hero's death. 
The pious Godfrey bade the chief be fought 
Who led the fquadron that the pillage brought; 
Brave Aliprando was the leader nam'd. 
For truth of fpeech and noble franknefs fam*4# 
Declare (cry'd Godfi-ey) whence theft arms ye bear^ 
Nor hide a lecret from your general's ear^ 
I 
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As far removM from hence (he thus replied) 37a 
As in two days a trufty fcout may ride. 
Near Gaza^s waDs a little plain is found. 
From public ways wich hills encompafsM rounds 
A liv'let murmurs down the mountain's fides, 
And through the fhade with gentle current glides $ 
Thick wood and brambles form a horrid Ihade ; 
(A plac^ by nature well for ambufli made) 
Here, while we fought for flocks and herds that came 
To crop the mead befide the cryftal ftream, 
Surpris'd we &w the grafs dillain'd with blood. 
And on the banks a murder'd warrior vicw\l ; 
The arms and veft we knew (oft feen before) 
Though now defbrm'd with duft, and foul with goic 
Then near I drew, the features to furvey. 
But found the fword had lopt the head away; 
The right hand fevcrMj and the body round 
From back to breaft was pierc'd with many a wound. 
Nor far from thence the empty hdm was laid. 
Where the white eagle flood with wings dilplay'd. 
While fome we fought from whom the truth to hear. 
We law a village fwain approaching near; 
Who, having fpy'd us, fled with fudden fcan 
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Him following foon wc fcizc; he trcmWing ftands. 
And gives a full reply to our demands, 3^ 

Tlxat he, the former day, concealed, had vicw'd 
A band of warriors iffue from the wood, 
Whofe mien and arms the Chriftians* likcncfe (howM. 
One by the golden locks fuftain'd a head. 
That newly fcver'4 fe^m'd, and fre(hly bled : 
The face appeared a youth's of femblancc fair* 
The checks unconfciom of a manly hair. 
Soon o'er the head hisfcarf the foldier fitmg. 
And at the faddle4)QW the trophy bung. 
This heard, J ftripp'd the corfc with pityii^ tears. 
My anxious mind pcjplcx*d with fecret fears> 
And bkher brought thefe arms, and orders g^ve 
To yield the limbs the honours erf" a grave : 
But if this trunk is what my thoughts declare. 
It claims far other pomp, far other care. 

Here Aliprando ceas'd ; the leader heard 
His tale with fighs i he doubted and he fcar'd ^ 
By certain figns he wi(h'd the corfc to know. 
And learn the hand that gave the murderous blow. 

Meantime the night, with fable jMnions fpread, 

0*er fields of air her brooding darkncfs fliedj 

Acd fleep, the foul's relief, the balm of woes, 

LuU'd every mortal fenfc in fweet repofc. 
3 
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Thau^ Ai^Uan! alone with cares oppreft^ 439 

Revolv'il dire Suicies in thy troubled breaft! 
No quiet power can dofe thy wakeful eyes. 
But from thy couch the downy flumber fiies. 
This man was bold/ of licence unconfin'd. 
Haughty of fpeech, and turbulent of mind : 
Born on the baqks of Trent, his early years 
Were nursM in troubles and domeftic jars : 
Till exil'd thence, he filfd the hills and ftrand 
With blood, and ravaged all the neighbouring land j 
When ,now to war on Afia'^s plains he came. 
And there in battle gain'd a nobler feme. 
At length, when mormng*s dawn began to peep. 
He closed his eyes, but not in peaceful flecp; . 
Ale£to o'er him fheds her venom'd breath. 
And chains his ienfes like the hand of death : 
In horrid Ihapes (be chills bim with affi-i^t. 
And brings dire vifions to his fiartkd fight t 
A headlefs trunk before him fcenfd to ftand. 
All pierc'd with wounds, and l<^t the better band : 
The left the pale diflcver*d viftge bore> 
The features grim in deadi, and foil'd with gore j 
The lips yet feem*d to breathe, and breathing ^ke, 
Whence, nux'4 with fobs, tbefe^read&l accents brdce, 
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^Fly, Argilhtn! behold the morning nigh — 442 
Fly thefc dire tents, the impious leader fly ! 
Who Ihall my friends from Godfrey's rage defend. 
And all the frauds that wrought my haplefs end? 
Even now thy tyrant burns with canker'd hate. 
And plans, alas ! lil(:e mine, thy threatened fate t 
Yet if thy foul afpires to fame fo high. 
And dares fo firmly on its (Irength rely. 
Then fly not hence j but let thy reeking blade 
Glut with his ftreaming blood my mournful (hade: 
Lo ! I will prefent rife your force to arm. 
To ftring each nerve, and every bofom warm. 

The vifion faidj with hellifti rage inipir'd. 
His furious breaft a fudden madnefs fir'd : 
He ftarts from fleep j he gazes wild with fear 5 
With wrath and venom fiird his eyes appear ; 
Already arm'd, with eager hafte he flew. 
And round him fooii.th' Italian warriors drew : 
High o'er the brave Rinaldo's arms he ftood^ 
And with thefe words inflamM the liflening crowd. 

Shall then a favage race, whofe barbarous mind 
No reafon governs and no laws can bind. 
Shall thefe, infatiate (till of wealth and blood. 
Lay on our willing neclw. the fervile Ipad ? 
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Such arc the lulFerings and thVinfulting fcofn, 466 
Which icven long years our paflive train has bome^ 
That diftant Rome may blufli to hear our fhame^ 
And future time reproach th' Italian name : 
Why ftiould I here of generous Tancred tell. 
When by his gallant arms Cilicia fell -, 
How the bafe Frank by treafon feizM the land. 
And fraud ufurp'd the prize which valour gain'd ? 
Nor need I tell, when dangerous deeds require 
The boldeft hands and claim the warrior's fire, 
Firft in the field the flames and fvord we bear. 
And midft a thoufand deaths provoke the war : : 
The battle o'er, when bloody tumults ceafe. 
And fpoils and laurels crown the foldiers' peace i 
In vain our merits equal fliare may clainxi 
Their's are the lands, the triumphs, wealth, and far^* 
Thefe infults once might well our thoughts eng^e^ 
Thefe fufFerings juftly might demand our rage : 
But now I name thoie lighter wrongs no more, 
This lad dire a6t furpafles all before. 
In vain divine and human laws withftand, 
Behold Rinaldo murdered by their hand! 
But Heaven s dread thunders feal not yet their doom. 
Nor earth receives them in her opening womb! 
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Rinaldo have t&ey flam, the foldiers' boaft» 490 

Guard of our faidi> and buckler of our boft! 
And lies he unreveng*d?-*tD changing fldes 
All pale, neglefted^ unreveng'd he liest 
Alk ye whofe barbarous Iword the deed has wrought? 
The deed mufk open He to every thought. 
All know, that, jealous of our growmg fame^ 
Godfrey and Baldwin hate the Latian name* 
But wherefore this?— Be Heaven my witneis herti 
(That Heaven who hears with wrath the perjured fwcar) 
What time this morn her early beams difplay'd, 
I faw confefs'd his wretched wandering (hade. 
Ah me! too plain his warning voice reveal 'd 
The ihares for us in Godfrey's breaft: conceal'd. 
I faw — *twas not a dream— ^before my eyes^ 
Where'er I turn, the phantom feems to rife I 
What courfe for us remains? Shall he, whofe hand 
Is flain'd with murder, rule our noble band? 
Or fhall we hence conduct our focial train 
Where, diftant fiir, Euphrates laves the plain ? 
Where, midit a harmlefs race, in fields of peace. 
He ^ads fuch numerous towns with large increafe* 
There maj we dwells and happier £ite betide. 
Nor ftadll the Franks with us thofe realms divide. 
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Then let us lcav«, if fuch the general mind, sia 

Thefe honoured relicks unrevengM behind !«-> 
But ah 1 if virtue dill may claim a pait» 
(That frozen feems in every Larian heart) 
This hateful peft, vfhok poifonous rage devours 
The grace and glory of th* Italian powers. 
Cut off from life, Ihould pay the forfeit due, ' 
A great example to the tyrant-crew! 
Then thus I fwear, be now your force difplay'd. 
Let each that hears me lend his glorious aid. 
This arm to-day (hall drive th* avenging fword 
In that fell breaft with every treafon ftor'd 

In words like thefe his fiery foul exprefs*d. 
With dread commotion fill'd each hearer's breaft. 
To arms, to arms! (th' infenfate warrior cried) 
To arms, to arms! each fiirious youth replied. 
Ale£to 'round the torch of difcord whirled. 
And o'er the field her flames infernal hurl'd ; 
Difdain and madneis rag'd without control. 
And thirft of flaughter fiU'd each vengeful foul. 
The growing mifchief flew from place to place. 
And foon was (pread beyond th' Italian race: 
Among th' Helvetians then it rais'd a flame. 
And next diflflis'd among the Eng^lh name. 
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Nor pubfic ibrrow for Rinaldo flain 53a 

Alone to frenzy fir'd the warrior-train s. . 
But former quarrels^ now reviv*d^ con^ir^^ 
And add new fuel to their prelcnt iire;^ 
Againft the Franks they vent their threats aloud ; 
No more can reafon rule the madding crowdL 
So in a hraien vafe the boiling flream 
Impetuous foams and bubbles to the brim; 
Tillj fweUing o'er the brinks^ the frothy tide 
Now pours with fury down the veflel's fide. 
Nor can thofe few, who ftiU their fenie retain. 
The folly of the vulgar herd reftrain : 
Camillus^ Tancred> WHliam, thence removed. 
And every otficr in command approv d» 
Confus'd and wild th' unthinking ibldiers fwarm; 
Through all the camp they run, they hafte to arm. 
Already warlike clangors echo rounds 
Seditious trumpets give the warning found* 
And now a thoufand tongues the tidings bear^^ 
And bid the pious chief fc>r arms.prepare. 
Then Baldwin firlk in fhming ftcel appeared. 
And ftood by Godfrey's fide, a faithful guard. 
The chiefi accus*dj to Heaven direds his eyes. 
And on his GoDj with wonted fsuth relies* 
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O Thou, who know'ft my foul with zealous care 
Shuns the dire horrors of a civil war; 563 

From thefe the veil that dims their fight remove j 
Reprefs their errors, and their rage reprove : 
To thee reveal'd my innocence is known, 
O let it now before the world be fhown! 

He ceas'dj and felt his foul new firmnefe prove, 
With warmth unufual kindled from above; 
A fud4en confidence infpir'd his mind. 
While on his vifagc hope embolden*d (hin'd. 
Then, with his friends, he went, in awful ftate, 
'Gainft thofe who fought to avenge Rinaldo's fate, 
Not loudeft clalh of arms his coqrfe delayed, 
Nor impious threats his fteps intrepid ftay'd. 
His back the cuirafs arm'd, 9, coftly veft 
The hero wore, iii pomp unufual drcft ; 
Bare were his hands, his face reveal'd to fight. 
His form majeftic beam*d celeftial light; 
The golden fceptre (enfign of command) 
He (hook, to ftill the loud rebellious band : 
Such wer? his arm§: while thus the chief appear'd. 
Sounds more than mortj^l from his lips were heard. 

What ftrange tumultuous clamours fill my ears ? 
Who dares difturb the peaceful camp with fears J 
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Thw am I grac'd ? Is thus your kacfcr known, 996 

After fuch various toils and laboon fhown? 

Is there whd now -with trcafon Wots my name ? 

Or Ml fufpicion fully Godfrey's feimc ? 

Yc hope, percham:e, to fee me humbly bend. 

And with bafe prayers your fcrvile doom attend : 

Shall then that earth, which witncfe'd my renown. 

Behold fuch infults on my glory thrown ? 

This fceptre be my guard, fair truth my fliidd. 

And all my Aaeds in council and m field 1 

But juftice ihall her car to mefcy lca4 

Nor on th' offender's head the ftroke defcend. 

Lx>! for your merits I your crime forgive. 

And bid you for your lov'd Rinalclo live. 

Let Argillan alone the vi6tim lall, 

And with his blood atone th* offence of all. 

Who, urg'd by light fufpicion, rais'd th* alarms, 

And fir'd your erring bands to rebel arms. 

While thus he fpoke, his looks with glory beanii'd, 
And from his eye the flafhing lightning ftrcam'di 
Even Argillan himfelf, furpris*d and quell'd, 
'With awe the terrors of his face ^beheld. 
The vulgar throng, fo late by madne& fed. 
Who pour'd their threats and curfcs on his head ; 
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Who gtafp^d, as rage fupply^d^ wkh reader handj do 
The fword, the javelin^ or the flaming brand ; 
Soon as they heard his voice with fear Wiere finicky 
Nor longer durft {uftain their fovereign's look ; 
But tamely^ whik their arms begirt hinn round. 
Saw Argillan in fudden letters bound. 

So when his ihaggy mane a lion (hakes. 
And with loud roar his flumbering fury wakes 5 
If chance he view the man, whofe foothing art 
Firft tam'd the fiercenefs of his lofty heart. 
His pride confents th* ignoble yoke to wear j . 
He fears the well-known voice arid rule fevere : 
Vain are his claws, his dreadful teeth are vain> , 
He yields fubmiflive to his keeper's chain. 

'Tis faid, that; darting from the Ikies, was feen. 
With lowering afpeft and terrific mien, 
A winged warrior with his guardian Ihield, 
Which foil before the pious chief he held ; 
While, gleaming lightning, in his dreadfol hand 
He (hook a fword with gory crimfon ftain'd : 
Perchance the blood of towns and kingdoms, given 
By frequent crimes to feel the wrath of Heaven. 

The tumult thus appeas'd, and peace reftor'd. 
Each warrior (heaths again the wrathful fword. 

T a 
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Now, various fchemes revolving in his thought, 634 
His tent again the careful Godfrey fought : 
Rcfolv*d by fix)mi to affail the city's wall. 
Ere thrice the fable (hades of evening fall; 
And thence he went the timbers hewn to view. 
Where towering high to huge machines they grew. 



END OF THB EIGHTH BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

SoLTMAN; incited by Aledo^ attacks^ with his Arabs^ the Cbrif- 
tian camp by Dight> and makes a great (laughter; till Godfrey, 
CDCouraging his troops^ oppofes the Cudldefi incurfioD. In the 
mean time Argantes and Clorinda march with their forces 
from the city» and join the Arabs. God fends the angel 
Michael to drive away the demons that aflifted the Pagans. 
The battle is continued with great fury, Clorinda particularly 
diilinguiihes herfelf. ArgQlan, at day-break, e(caping from 
his prifon, rulhes amongfi the enemy^ and kills many, till he 
himfelf falls by the hand of Solyman : the fortune of the day 
^1 remains doubtful : at length the Christians, receiving an 
unexpeded aid, the vidory declares in their favour: the 
Pagans are defeated^ and Solymap bimfetf is obliged to 
retreat. 
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fiuT hell^s dire fiend, who faw the tumuks ceaie^ 
And every vengeful bofom calm'd to peace. 
Still tinreftrain'4» bf Stygian rancour driven, 
Oppos'd die laws of faiac and iriil of Heaven: 
She flics, and where (he takes her loadifonoe flight 
The fields are parch'd, die fun withdraws his li^t : 
For new attempts fhe p£es her rapid wings. 
And other plagues and other furies brings! 
She knew her comrades, with induflrioxis care. 
Had driven the bravefl^ champions from the war; 
That Tancred and Bertoldo's greater Ton, 
Remov'd afar, no more in batde ihone. 
Then wherefore this delay? (the fury cries) 
Let Solyman tiC unguarded foes furprifc ; 
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Fierce on their camp with dread incurfion pour, 15 
And crufli their forces in the midnight hour. 

This faid, Ihe flew where Solyman commands 
The roving numbers of Arabia's bands ; 
That Solyman, than whom none fiercer rofe 
Among the race of Heaven's rebellious foes : 
Nor could a greater rife, though teeming earth. 
Again provoked, had given her giants birth. ' 
O'er Turkey's kingdom late the monarch reign'd. 
And then at Nice th' imperial feat maintained. 
Oppos'd to Greece, the nations own'd his fway, 
That^twixt Meander's flood and Sangar lay; 
Where Myfians once, and Phrygians held their place. 
With Lydia, Pontus, and Bithynia's race. 
But, 'gainfl: the Turks and every faithkfs crew. 
Since foreign flites their arms to Afia drew. 
His lands were wafted, and he twice beheld 
His martial fquadrons routed in the field ; 
Till, every chance of war cflTay'd in vam, 
Expell'd a wanderer from his native reign^ 
To Egypt's court he fled ; nor feil'd to meet 
A royal welcome, and fecure retreat 
With joy the king his valiant gueft furvey'd^ 
With greater joy receiv'd his profFerM aid; 
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Refolv'd in thought to guard the Syrian lands, 39 
And flop the progrefs of the Chriftian bands. 
^ But ere the king would open war declare. 
He gives to Solyman th* important care. 
With fums of gold to raife th* Arabian bands, 
And teach them to obey a chief's commands. 
Thus while from Afia and the Moorifli reign,' 
Th* Egyptian monarch calls his numerous train. 
To Solyman the greedy Arabs throng, 
The lawlefs fons of violence and wrong. 
Eledted now their chief, Judea's plains 
He fcours around, and various plunder gains : 
The country wide he waflres, and blocks the way 
Between the Latian army and the iea : 
And, not forgetful of his anticnt hatte 
And the vaft ruins of his fallmg ftatc. 
He mighty vengeance in his breaft revolves. 
And greater fchetnes, as. yet unfbrm'd, refolvcs. 

To him Aledo comes, but firft Ihe wears 
A warrior's femblance bent with weight of years ; 
All wrinkled feem'd her face; her chin was barci 
Her upper lip difplay'd a tuft of hair; 
Thick linen folds her hoary. head cnclofej 
Beneath her knees a length of vefture flows j 
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The fabrc at her fidc; and fiooping low» ® 

Her back the quiver bears^ her hand die bow. 
Then thus (he fpoke : Whik here our wandering bands 
Rove o*er the defert f^ins and barren lands; 
Where nothing worthy can reward our toils. 
Where conqueft yields us but ignoble fpoils ; 
See! Godfrey on th* imperial city falls. 
He (hakes the towers, he faps the lofty waBs ! 
And yet we linger (O eternal fliame!) 
Till there he brings his arms and vengeful flame. 
Are cots deftroy'd, or Iheep and oxen gain'd. 
The boafted trophies of the foldan's hand ? 
Will diis thy realm rcftore, retrieve thy name. 
And on the Franks avenge thy injured fame i 
Then rouze thy foul! againft the Chriftian go. 
Now funk in ileep, and crufli the hated foe : 
Thy old Arafpes fpeaks, his counfel hear," 
In peace or exile faithful to thy ear. 
No fear the unfufpefting chief alarms. 
He fcorns the Arabs and their feeble arms ; 
Nor deems their timorous bands fo far can dare. 
In flight and plunder bred, to ntix in war: 
Hafte, with thy courage rouze thy kmdfing hoft. 
And triumph o*er their camp, in (lumber loft. 
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Thus faid the fiend ; and, breathing in his naiad sy 
Her venonn'd rage, diiTolvcs to, empty wind. 
The warrior lifts his hands, and loud exclaims^ 
O thou! whofc fury thus my heart inflames! 
Whoft hidden power a human form bcly'd j 
Behold I follow thee, my potent guide : 
A mound ihall rife, where now appears a plain, 
A dreadful mound of Chriftian heroes flain : 
The field fhall float with blood : O grant thy ^d. 
And lead my fquadron through die duiky fliadc. 

He faid ; and infl:ant bids the troops appears 
The weak he heartens, and difpels their fear: 
His warlike tranlports every breaft excite; 
Eager they i>urn, and hope the promisM fig^ 
Aledo founds t^ trump ; her hand unbinds 
The mighty flandard to the ^jortive winds : 
Swift march the bands like rapid floods of flamCp 
And leave behind the, tardy wings of fame. 

The fury then rcfunaes her airy flight. 
And feems a hafty m^0enger to fight ; 
And when the world a dubious light invades. 
Between the fetting day and rifing Ihades, 
She feeks Jerufalem, and, midft a ring 
Of timid citizens, accolb the king ; 
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piiplays the purpofc of th* Arabian power, m 

The fignal for th' attack^ and fatal hour^ 

Now had the night her fable curtain fpread^ 
And o*er the. earth unwholefome vapours flied : 
The ground no cool refrefliing moifture knew. 
But horrid drops of warm and fanguine dew : 
Monfters and prodigies in heaven were feen i 
Dire fpeftres, ihrieking, (kim'd along the green: 
A deeper gloom exuldng Pluto made. 
With added terrors from th* infernal (hade. 

Through this dread darknefs towards the tented foes, 
Secure from fear, the fiery foldan goes : 
And, when the night had gain'd her middle throne. 
From whence with rapid fpted (he courles down s 
He came, where near the Chriftian army lay. 
Forgetful of the cares and toils of day^ 
Here firft the chief refi^fh'd his troops with food. 
Then thus inflam'd their cruel thirft of blood. 

Survey yon camp, an impious band of thieves, 
That more from fortune than defert receives j 
That, like a fea, within its ample breafl 
Abforbs the fhining riches, of the eafl : 
The fates for you thefe glorious fpoils ordain j 
(How fmall the peril, and how vaft the gain !) 
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Your uncontcfted plunder there behold; 13$ 

Their glittering arms, and courfers deck'd with gold! 
Not this the force that could the Pcrfians quell. 
By whom the powers of Nice in battle fell: 
What numbers from their native country far. 
Have fall'n the viftims of a tedious war ! 
Were now their ftrpngth the fame they once could boafl. 
Thus funk in deep, an unrefifting hod. 
With eafe they muft refign their forfeit breath j 
For fhort the path that leads from fleep to death! 
On then, niy friends ! this falchion firft ihall gain 
Your entrance to the oamp o'er piles of flain. 
From mine each fword Ihall learn to aim the blow: 
From mine the ftern demands of vengeance know! 
This happy day the reign of Christ fl^all end. 
And liberty o'er Afia's climes extend! 

He faidi and rou2*d their fouls tq niarti^l deeds; 
Then flow and filcnt on his march proceeds. 

Now through the mifty (hades a gleanri of light 
Difplays the heedful centry to his fight : 
By this his hopes are loft, to fcize fecure 
The cautious leader of the Chriftian powen 
Soon as the watch their numerous foes efpy. 
They take their flight, and raifc a fearful cry: 
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Tke neareft guards awake; they catch th' alarais, 139 
And, rouzing at the tumult, fb^tch their arms. 

Th*^ Arabian troops no longer filent pafi. 
But barbarous clangors pour through breathing brafs: 
To heaven's hi^ arch the mingled noi(e proceeds 
Of Ihouting foldiers and of neighing fteeds: 
The ftcepy hills, the hollow vales around^ 
The winding caverns echo to the found. 
AIe£lo fkakes on high th^ infernal brand. 
And gives the fignal from her lofty ftand. 

Firft flies the Ibldan, and attacks the guard. 
As yet confus'd, and ill for fight prepared. 
Rapid he moves ; far lefs impetuous raves 
A tcmpeft burfting from the mountain caves : 
A foaming flood, that trees and cots o*ertums ; 
The lightning's flalli, that towers and cities burns j 
Earthquakes, that fill with horror every age i 
Are but a faint rcfemblance of his rage. 
True to his aim the fetal fword defccndsj 
A wound the (Iroke, and death the wound attends. 
Dauntlefs he bears the ftorm of hoftile blows. 
And mocks the falchions of the rufhing foes : 
His helm refounded as the weapons fell. 
And fire flafli'd dreadful from the battered ileeL 
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Now had bis arm compeU'd, wich fingle might, iss 
The forcmoft fquadrons of the Franks to flight: 
Wbenj like a flood with niuxierous riven fwell'd. 
The nimble Arabs pour alon^ the field : 
The Franks no longer can th' attack fuftam ; 
But backward turn, and fly with loofen*d rein. 
Purfuers and purfu'd^ with equal hafte. 
Together mingled, o'er the trenches pa{s*d : 
Then with unbounded wradi the vidbor ftorm'd. 
And rage, and woe, and death die camp deform'dl 

A dragon on his cafque the ibldan wore. 
That, ftretching, bends his arching neck before; 
High on his feet he fiands with fpreading wings^ 
And wreaths bis forky tail in fpiry rings : 
Three brandifh'd tongues the fculptur'd monfter ihow^i 
He feems to kindle as the combat glows : 
His gaping jaws appear to hifs with ire, 
And vomit mingled fmoke and ruddy fire! 

Th' afirighted Chriftians through the gloomy light 
The fbldan view'd : fo mariners by night, 
When ocean's face a driving tempeft fweeps, 
By flafhing flames behold the troubled deeps. 
Some, by their fears impell'd, for fafety fly;. 
And fome, intrepid, on their fwords rely: 
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The Aigtit's t>lack fhade adds tumult to the prefs, 207 
And, by concealing, makes their woes increafe. 

Amongft the chiefs, whofe hearts undaunted glow'd, 
!tatinus, bom by Tiber's yellow flood, 
Confpicuous o'er the reft in combat fhin'd j 
Nor length of years had damp'd his vigorous mind; 
Five fons he told j and equal by his fade 
They movM, in war his ornament and pride : 
To deeds of early fame their youth he warms. 
And (heaths their tender limbs in ponderous arms. 
Thefe, while they ftrive to emulate their fire, 
And glut with blood their fteel and vengeful ire. 
The chief befpeaks : Now prove your valiant hands 
Where yon proud foe infults our (hrinking b^nd^^ 
Nor let the bloody famplcs of his-force 
Abate your ardour, or detain your courfe : 
l^'or, O my fons! the noble mind difdains 
All praife but that which glorious danger gains ! 

So leads the favage lioneis her young. 
Ere yet their necks v?ith fhaggy manes are hung; 
When fcarce their paws th? Iharpen'd nails difclofc, 
Nor teeth have arm'd their mouths in dreadful rows; 
She brings them fearlefs to the dangerpus chace, . 
And points their fury on the hunters' racc^ 
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That ofc were wont to pierce their native wood^ aai 
And oft in flight the weaker prey purfu*d. 

Now with the daring band the fathet goes^ 
Thefc fix affail, and Solyman cnciofe. 
At once, directed by one heart and mind^ 
Six mighty fpears againft the chief connbin'd : 
But, ah ! too bold ! (his javelin caft afide) 
The eldeft born a clofer conflifl: try'd ; 
And with his falchioh vainly aim'd a blow 
To flay the bounding courfer of the foe. 
But as a rock, whofe foot the ocean laves. 
Exalts its ftately front above the waves, 
Firm in itfelf, the winds and feas defies. 
Nor fears the threats and thunder of the flcies : 
The fliery (bldan thus unmov'd appears 
Amidfl: the threatening fwords and miflSve fpears. 
Furious he turns on him who ftruck the fteed. 
And *twixt the cheeks and eyebrows parts his head.^ 
Swift Aramantes hafl:es to his relief, 
And in his pious arms fupports the chief: 
Vain, unavailing piety is fliown, 
That to his brother's rum adds his own! 
Full on his arm the Pagan drove the ftcel: 
Down the Cuppontd and fupporter feUj 

roL. I. IT 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ago JERUSALEM book ix* 

Together fainting in the pangs of death, 255 

They mix their ftreaming blood and parting breath. 

Then with a ftroke he cuts Sabinus' fpear. 

With which the youth had gall'd him from afar ; 

And ruftiing on the fteed with fudden force, 

Th* ill-fated ftripling fell beneath his horfe. 

Now trampled on the ground the warrior lies. 

The mournful fpirit from its manfion flies j 

Unwilling leaves the light of life behind. 

And blooming youth with early pleafures join'd! 

But Picus and Laurentes ftill remained ; 
(The fole furvivors of the filial band) 
One day firft gave this haplcfe pair to light, 
Whofe Ukenefs oft deceived their parent's fight: 
But thefe no more with doubt their friends furvey'd; 
A dire diftmdtion hoftile fury made : 
From this, the head divided rolls in dufl: j 
That, in his panting breaft receives the thruft. 

The wretched father (father now no more ! 
Hisjfons all flaughter'd in one dreadful hour!) 
View'd, in his offspring breathlefs on the place. 
His fate approaching, and his ruin'd race! 
What power, O mufe ! fuch flrength in age iCould give. 
That midft thefe woes he ftill endures to live. 
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Still lives and fights? Perchance the friendly night, 
Conceard the horrors fi-om a father's fight. 28O 

Wild thro* the ranks his raging courfe he breaks. 
With equal ardour death or conqueft feeks : 
Scarce knows he which his wifhes would attain. 
To flaughtcr others, or himfelf be flain. 

Then, rufhing on the foe, aloud he cries : 
Doll thou fo far this feeble hand defpife, 
Not all its force can urge thy cruel rage 
To cope with wafting grief and wretched age? 

He ceas'd; and, ceafing, aim*d a dreadful ftroke; 
Through fteel and jointed mail the falchion broke: 
The weapon pierc'd th' unwary Pagan's fide. 
And ftreaming blood his fliining armour dy*d. 
Rouz'd at the call and wound, at once he turns 
With brandifli'd fteel; niore fell his fury burns: 
Firft thro* his fhicld he drives, which, feven times roll*d, 
A tough bull-hide fecur*d with winding fold ; 
A pafTage next the corfelet's plates afford j 
Then, in his bowels plung'd he (heaths the fword. 
Unbleft Latinus fobs, and, ftaggering rbund. 
Alternate from his mouth and gaping wound 
A purple vomit flows, and ftains the ground. 

u 2 
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As falls t mountain oak, that, ages pail, 302 

Has borne the weftcrn wind and northern blaft^ 
When, robted from the place where one it ftood. 
It crufhes in its fall the neighbouring wood : 
So funk the chief, and more than once he drew 
To grace his face, and even in dying flew ; 
Glorious he fell, and in his latefl breath 
With dreadful ruin fcatter'd fear and death. 

While thus his inward hate the foldan fed. 
And glutted his revenge with hills iei|' dead ; 
The Arabs pour impetuous o'er the l^eld; 
The fainting Chriftians to their fury yield 
Then Englilh Henry, Holiphcmes, flarn 

By thee, O fierce Dragutes! prefs*d the plain. 

Gilbert with Philip Ariadenus flew. 

Who on the banks of Rhine their being drew* 

Beneath Albazar*s rtiace Emefto fell. 

And Engcrlan by AlgazeHes* fteel. 

But who the various kinds of death can name^ 

And multitudes that funk unknown to fame i 

Mcantioae the tumults Godfrey's flumber broken J 

Alarm'd he ftarted, and his couch forfook : 

Now, clad in arms, he call'd a band witih fpaf d|, ^ . . 

And forth he mov'd intrepid at their head. 
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But nearer foon th* increafing clamours drew, 336 
And all the tumult opcn'd to the view. 
He knew the Aral?s fcour'd the country far. 
Yet never dccm'd their infolencc would dare; 
To ftorm his trenches with oScnfive war. 

Thus while he marches, from the adverie fide. 
To arms! to arms! a thoufand voices cry'd ; 
At once a barbarous Ihout was rais'd on lugh. 
And dre4dful howlings echoM to the iky. 
Thefe were the troops of Aladine, who came 
Led by Argantes and the warrior-dame*. 
To noble Guelpho, who his ftation took 
Th^ next in arms, the Chriftian leader fpoke. 

Hark ! what new din of battle, labouring on. 
Swells from the hills and thickens from the town ; 
This claims thy courage, this thy (kill demands. 
To meet the onfet of th* approaching bands. 
Go then, yon quarter from their rage fecure : 
But firfl divide with me my martial power ^ 
Myfelf will on a different hand engage 
The daring foe, and check their impious rage. 

This having faid; the chiefs divide their force. 
And take, with equal cares, a vary*d courfc ; 
Guelpbo to reach the hill ; while Godfrey drew 
To where, refiftlefs, rag'd th* Arabian crew : 
« Clorinda. 
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.While as he marcVd the diftant fight to gain, 351 
Supplies were added to his eager train j 
Till now a powerful numerous band he led. 
And faw. where Solyman the (Liughter fpread. 
So where the Po firft leaves his native hills. 
His river fcarcc the fcanty channel fills ; 
But as new ftreams he gathers in his courfe. 
He fwells his waves, and rifes in his force; 
Above the banks his horned front he (hows. 
And o*er the level meads triumphant flows j 
Through many currents makes his rapid way. 
And carries war^ not tribute, to the fe^. 

Where Godfrey fees his timorous bands retreatf. 
He thus upbraids them with a generous heat. 

What fear is this, and whither bends your pace ? 
Oh! turn and view the foes that give you chace! 
A bafe degenerate throng, that neither know 
To give, nor take, in fight a manly blow ; 
O turn ^ again! your trufty weapons rear; 
Your looks will freeze their coward fouls with fear. 

This f^d ; he fpurr'd his ftecd, and eager flew 
Wb^re murderous Solyman appear'd in view. 
Through ftreaming blc^fod and clouds of duft he goes. 
Through wounds and death amidft furrounding fo&i 
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^Through breaking ranks his furious courfe he guides, 
And the clofe phalanx widi his fword divides: 376 
No foes, on eidier hand, the Ihock fuftain ; 
Arms, fteeds, and warriors tumble to the plain : 
High o'er the flaughter'd heaps, with bounding courfe. 
The glorious leader drives his foaming horfe. 
Th' intrepid foldan fees the ftorm from far. 
Nor turns alide, nor (huns the proffered warj 
But, eager for the ftrife, his foe defies. 
Whirls his broad fword and to the combat flies. 
In thefe what matchlefs warriors fortune fends 
To prove their force from earth's remoteft ends ! 
With virtue fury now the conflidt tries 
In litde fpace, the Afian world the prize ! 
What tongue the horrors of the fight can tell. 
How gleam'd their falchions and how fwift they fell! 
I pafs the dreadful deeds their arms dilplay'd. 
Which envious night conceal'd in gloomy ihade^ 
Deeds that might claim the fun and cheerful (kies 
And all the world to view with wondering eyes I 
Their courage foon the Chriftian bands renew. 
And their brave leader's daring courfe purfue : 
Their choiceft warriors Solyman enclofe. 
And round him thick the freely circle grows. 
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Kot Ids the F^ichfyl* than the Pagan band, sag 

With ftreaniing Wood diftain the thirfty land $ 
By turns the viftors and the vanquifti'd mourn, 
And wound for wound, and death for death return^ 
As when, with equal force> and equal rage. 
The north and fouth in mighty ((rife engage^ 
Nor this, nor that, can rule the feas or ikies. 
But clouds on clouds and waves on waves arife % 
So far*d the battle in the doubtful field : 
Nor here nor there the firm battalions yield j 
With horrid clangor fwords to fwords oppos'd. 
Shields claih*d with fhields, with helmets helmets clos^4» 

No lefs in other parts the battle rag'd, 
Nor lefs die thrqng of warring chiefs engaged ^ 
High o'er the hofts the Stygian fiends repair^ 
And hell's black myriads fill the fields of air* 
Thcfe vigour to the Pagan troops fupply: 
Nooe harbour fear, or turn their fteps to fly; 
The torch of hell Argantes' foul infpires. 
And Adds new fiiry to his native fires ! 
He feathers foon in flight the guards ground. 
And lejips the trenphes with an eager bound ; 
With mangled limbs be fl:row$ the fwguine plai% 
And fills ih* o^ff^i^ fofle with hcpps oif (tein. 
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Him o*er the level fpacc his troops purfuc, 43s 

And dye the foremoft tents with purple hue. 
Clofe at hi$ fide appear^ th^ martial dame^ 
Whofe foul difdains the fecond place in feme. 
Now iied the Franks ; when fudden drew at baud 
The noble Guelpho with his welcome band : 
He ftopp'd, with generous zeal, their fearful courlc. 
And turn'd them back to face the Pagan force 
While thus on either fide the combat ftood. 
And ftreaming gore in equal rivers flow'd^ 
The Heavenly Monarch fi*om his awful height 
Declined his eyes and viewed the dreadful fight. . 
There, plac'^ aloft, prefides th* Omnifcient Qa^sz^ 
And orders all with juft and equal ]aws> 
Above the confines of^this earthly Icenc, 
By ways unfearchable to mortal men. 
There, on eternity's unbounded throne. 
With triple light he blades. Three in One! 
Beneath his footllep Fate and Nature Hand; 
And Time and Modon wait his dread camrxKUui^ 
There power aqd riches no diilin&ion find; 
^or the fi-afl honours that allure mankind: 
t^ike dull and fmoke they fleet before his eyes ; 
li« m»^ the vHmty vd confounds the wife! 
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There from the blaze of his eflFulgent light 447 

The purcft faints withdraw their dazzled fight. 
Around th' unnumbered bleft for ever live. 
And, though unequal, equal blifs receive : 
The tunefol choirs repeat their Maker's praife: 
The heavenly realms refound the facred lays. 
. Then thus to Michael fpoke the Word Divine i 
(Michael whofe arms with lucid diamond (hine) 
See'ft thou not yonder** from th* infernal coaft 
What impious bands diftrefs my favour'd hoft ? 
Go — T-bid them fwift forfake the deathful fcene. 
And leave the bufmefs of the war to men 5 
l^or longer dare amongft: the living rife. 
To blot the Ipftre of the purer fk;ies ; 
But fcek the ftiadcs of Acheron beneath, 
Th' allotted realms of punilhment and death ! 
There on the fouls accurs'd employ their hate i 
Thus have I will'dj and what I will is fate. 



^ Sftftihou not yonder^ Very fiwilar to this, is the addtcf&.of 
God to Raphael on feeing Satan*s entraqce into Paradife. 

Raphael (faid he) thou heat*ft what fiir on earth 
Satan from hell, Tcap'd through the darkfome gulph« 
Hath raised in Faradife.-*— 

Par4d. LoBTr B. V. w. 394. 
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He ceas'd: With reverence at the high command 
Low bow'd the leader of the winged band : 466 

His golden pinions he difplays, and fpecds 
With rapid flight, that mortal thought exceeds. 
The fiery region paftj the feats of reft 
He leaves (eternal manfions of the bleft!) 
From thence he pafles through the cryftal Iphere 
That whirls around with every fliining ftar$ 
Thence to the left, before his piercing eyes. 
With different afpefts, Jove and Saturn rifej 
And every ftar that mortals wandering call, 
Though God's high power alike direfts them alL - 
Then from the fields that flame with endlefs day. 
To where the ftorms are bred, he bends his wayj 
Where elements in mix'd confufion jar. 
And order fprings from univerfal war. 
The bright archangel gilds the face of night. 
His heavenly features dart refplendent light: 
So fliines the beamy fun through fliowery Ikies, 
And paints the fleecy clouds with various dies : 
So through the liquid regions of the air. 
With rapid radiance, Ihoots a falling ftar. 
But now arrived, where helFs infernal crew 
Their venoip'd rage aniongfl: th^ Pagans threw. 
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Hovering in air on pinions ftrong he ftay'd^ 489 

And (hook his lance, and awful thus he faid. 

Your force has prov'd the Sovereign of the World, 
What thunders from his dreadful hand are hurlM : 
O blind in ill ! that no remorfe can know^ 
In torture proud^ and obflinate in woe ! 
The- (acred Crofs (hall conquer Sion's wall 1 
Her gate? muft open, and her bulwarks fall : 
And who (hall Fate's re(iftlefs will withftand. 
Or dare the terrors of th* Almighty hand ? 
Hence then, ye curfed ! to your realms beneath^ 
The realms of torment and eternal death ! 
There on devoted fouls employ your rage; 
Be tfierc your triumphs^ there the wars ye wage : 
There, midft the founding whips, the din of chains^ 
And gna(hing teeth, laments and endlefs pains ! 

He faid; and thofe that lingering feem'd to moire 
'Re(iftlefs with his fatal lance he drove. 
With (ighs, reluftant, from the field they fly/ 
And leave the golden ftars and upper iky. 
And (pread their pinions to the realms of woe> 
To wreak their fury on the damn*d below* 
Not o*er the (eas in equal nunibers fly 
Jhc feather'd race, to feck a wanner (ky t 
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Not, when the wood the wintry blaft receives, 513 
In equal number Autumn ftrows her leaves. 
Freed from th' infernal train <^ and Stygian glooms. 
Serene the night her wonted face refumes. 

But not the lefs Argantes* fary glows. 
Though hell no more her venom 'd fire beftows; 
He whirls his fword with unrefifted rage. 
Where, clofely preft, the Chriftian bands engage: 
The high and low his equal prowefs feclj 
The braveft warriors fink beneath his fteel. 
Alike the carnage fierce Clorinda fpread. 
And ftrow*d the field with heaps of mangled dead* 
Through Berlinger the fatal fword (he guides, 
And rives his heart where panting life refides; 
The pointed fteel its furious paflfage tore. 
And Iffu'd at his back befmear'd with gore. 
Albine (he wounds, where firft the child receives 
His food; and Gallus* head afunder cleaves. 
Then Gernicr*s better hand, that aim'd a blow. 
She fends divided to the plain below j 

« fried fiom tft infernal traiTi^ So Milton, when the rebdU 
lious fpirits are driven out of heaven. 

Dilburtben*d heaven rejoiced—*- 

Pahad: Lost, B. vi. ? er. 87^. 
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Yet ftill the parted nerves feme life retain, ^33 

The trembling fingers ftill the falchion ftrain : 
Diffever'd thus a ferpenf s tail is feen 
To fcek the part divided on the green* 
The foe thus maim*d, the dame no longer ftay*d. 
But 'gainft Achilles ran with trenchant blade : 
Between the neck and nape the weapon flew; 
The neck it cleft, and cut the nerves in two : 
Firft tumbled on the plain the parted head. 
With duft obfcene the pallid face was fjpreadi 
While in the faddle by the fteed fuftain d, 
(Dreadftil to view!) the headlcfs trunk remained; 
But foon th* ungovern'd courfer with a bound 
Shook the fad burthen to th* enfanguin'd ground. 

While thus thi'unconquer'd maid fuch numbers flew. 
And the thick fquadrons of the weft overthrew 5 
No lefs Gildippe fair the flaughter led. 
And on the Saracens her fiiry fed. 
The fame her fex, her dauntlefs mind the fame. 
And equal valour fhone in either dame. 
But thefe to meet in battle fate withftands ; 
Both doom'd to prove the force of greater hands. 
Now this, now ths^t eflays to pierce the tide, ' 
In vain ; the throng of troops the pafs deny'd. 
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The noble Guelpho's fword Clorinda found, 557 

And in her tender fide imprefs'd a wound. 
That ting'd the ftcel: the maid on vengeance bent. 
Betwixt his ribs her cruel anfwer fent. 
Guclpho his ftroke renewed, but mifs*d the foe ; 
Ofmida, as he pafs'd, receivM the blow : 
Deep in his front the deadly fteel he found. 
And perilh'd by another's deftin'd wound. 
The numerous troops by Guclpho led enclofe 
Their valiant chief; more thick the tumult grows i 
While various bands from dillant parts unite. 
And fwell the fury of the mingled fight. 
Aurora now, in radiant purple dreft. 
Shone from the portals of the golden eaft: 
When, midft the horrid clang and mingled cries. 
Intrepid Argillan from prifon flies : 
The readieft arm9*he fnatch'd with eager hade. 
And fbon his limbs in (hining fteel were cas*d : 
Eager he comes, to efface his former Ihame 
With glorious aftions in the field of fame. 
As when, to battle bred, the courier, freed 
From plenteous flails, regains the wonted mead. 
There unreftrain*d amid the herds he roves. 
Bathes in the ftream, and waiitons in the groves ; 
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His mane difherdrd o^er his (houlders fpread, 3%% 
He (hakes his neck, and bears aloft his head t 
Hi$ noftrils Bame, his horny hoofs relbund. 
And his Joud neighing fills the vallies round. 
So Argillan appears ; fo fierce he (hotvs. 
While in his looks Undaunted courage glows : 
He bounds with headlong fpeed the war to nie<C| 
And fcarcely prints the duft beneath his feet: 
When> nrudft the foes arrived, aloud he criesg 
As one whole fury all their force defies. 

Refufe of earth! ye vile Arabian bands! 
What boldnefs now impels your coward hands ? 
Your limbs unus*d the arms of men to wield. 
To bear the helmet, or fuftain the fhield i 
Naked ye come, and fearful to the fight. 
Chance guides your blows, your fafety lies in flight t 
No<5turnal deeds are all your power oan boaft. 
When friendly night afllfts your trembling hoft 1 
What now remains ? The beams of day require 
The warrior^s weapons and the warrior's fire* 

Raging he faid; and, rufhing as he Ipokej 
At Algazelles aim'd amortal ftroke 1 
His jaws he cleft, and ftopt his ready tongue. 
While, on hijS lips imperfeft accents hung 5 
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A fudden darknefs (hades his fi/ninming eyes ; 665 
Through every vein a chilling tremor flie^: 
Headlong he falls, and breathes his latcft breath, 
And bites the hated foil in pangs of death. - ^ 

With fiiry next on Saladine he flew. 
And Agricaltes and Mulafibs flew: 
Then Aldiazelles* fide his fakhioii found. 
And cleft him through with one continuM Wound i 
Through Ariadcnus* breaft the fteel he guides. 
And the {sJTn chief with bitter taunts derides ^ 
The dying warrior lifts his languid eyes. 
And to th' infulting vi£tor thus replies. 

Not thou, whoever .thou art, with vaunting breath 
Shalt long ojoy the triuaq)h of my death i 
Like fiuie attends thee I by a mightier hiand 
Thou too muft fall, and prefs with me the fand. 

Then Argiilan, fevcrely fmiling, cry'd : 
Let Heaven's high will my future fate decide ;: 
Die thou! /to ravenous dogs and fowls a prey—' 
Then with his foot he prcfs'd him as he lay^ 
And rent at once the fteel and life away. • 

Meanwhile z .ftripling of the foldan's train* 
Mix*d in the Ihodk of arms and fighting men : 

VOL. I. X 
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On hii im ihffdif ibt fl^i^er 6f fo^ ihni ieeit^ «• 

Nor yet the (town had Aedg*d lii» tender ebin : 

The fweac tha£ tridilcd e*er his blo€ilitng facc» 

like orient peatli^ improved tht) bluAing grace : 

The duft gave bcaiicy Itf hb flowing hw^ 

And wrath was plea&ng iit a fcWki fe fair. 

He rode a cei»rfer white » ii€fw<<fill*ft fiiow. 

On h^tof Apeimme's a%ii^ brow : 

Nor winds nor fiioift his fwiftadfe coidd teoeed^ 

Praais*d to i*iH Md minetilcigi m iik fpe^ : 

Gralp'd in the inidft» liie yodtk a javtdiii bore j 

A crooked fabre at fcds fide lie worn: 

Witk tiaabarmn pdwf (peTpicfideat to behokt !) 

He (hone in p«ifplQ Tdftndcws wrought with gold. 

While thu$ tM b^ (whodn fnaitial lim inftirm^ 
Pleased with the din Q£mm$, and Hew to famt) 
Now here, ii6i¥ there, 6*erth#ew the wiling Ihu«3» 
And met wieft none his fuff to wkhftand ^ 
Fierce AfgiUafl^ adtaiicingi Aear kiol <kew. 
Then with a fudden fe?6te his Ikvkd he iW, 
And on the tender fdi impetuotiS flew. 
In vain wtih mOvitig {>f«^ets he Ibes for jgnflt^ 
In V2un he hegs with %plic§atitig filotf i 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•tooK IX- D E LI V E R E D. 307 

The fword is rais'd againft the blooming boy, 611 
The ifaireft work of nature to dcftroy: 
Yet pity feemM to touch the fcnlelefs ftecl ; 
The edge turn'd, harmleis, as the weapon fe]I : 
But what avaird it? when the cruel foe. 
With the (harp point, retriev*d his erring blow. 
Fierce Solyman, who, thence not diftant far. 
By Godfrey prels^d, maintained a doubtful war; 
Soon as his favourite's dangerous date he ipies, 
Forfakes die fight, and to his reicue flies : 
Now with his thundering fword the ways are fited : 
He comes to avenge, but not prevent the deed. 
He ieesj zhsl his dear Leibinus flain. 
Like a young flower that withers on the plain* 
His dying eyes a trembling luftre fhed 1 
On his fair neck declined his drooping head ; 
His languid face in mortal palenefs charm*d. 
And every bieaft to foft compaflion warm'd : 
Untouched befere, now melts die marble heart. 
And, midft his wrath, the gufliing forrows ftart. 
And weep'ft thou, Solyman! at pity's call. 
Who, tearlefs, faw thy mighty kingdom's falif 
But when his eyes the hoftile weapon viewed. 
Still warm and reeking with the ftriplrng's bljK)d» 

X2 
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Th' indignant fury boiling in his breaft, 67s 

Awhile his pity and his tears fupprcfs'd : 

On Argillan the rapid fteel he drives. 

At once th' oppofing fhield and helmet rives. 

And cleaves his head beneath the weighty blow : 

A wound well worthy of fo great a foe! 

His wrath (till unappeas'd, he quits his fleed. 

And wreaks his vengeance on the ienfelefs dead. 

So with the fione, that galFd him from afar. 

The maftiff wages unavailing war. 

0\ vain attempt his forrows to allay. 

By rage infenfate on the breathlels clay ! 

Meantime the leader of the ChrifHan train. 
Nor fpends his anger, nor his blows in vain. 
A thoufand Turks againft him held the field, 
Arm'd with the jointed mail, the helm, and fhield: 
Their limbs robuft to hardy toils were bred ; 
And, (kiU'd in fights their fouls no danger dread. 
Thefe oft with Solyman in batde ftood. 
And midft the deferts late his fteps purfu'dj 
In Araby partook his wandering ftate. 
The &ithful partners of his adverfe fate ^ 
Thefe, clofe coUeded in one daring band, 
The-prcffing valour of the Franks withftand. 
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Here noble Godfrey well his falchipn ply'cj, 6g^ 
And pierc'd Corcutes' brow, Rofteno*s fide ; 
Then from the flioulders fever'd Selim's head. 
And lopp'd Rofano*s arms with trenchant blade. 
Nor thefe alone, but numbers *more he kill'd. 
And mangled trunks and limbs beftrow'd the field. 

While thus he fought againft the Turkifli band, i 
And with intrepid force their rage fuftain'd j 
While fortune flfiU with equal pinions flew,. 
Nor hopes of coriqueft left the Pagan crew ; 
Behold a cloud of rifmg dufl: appear. 
Teeming with threatening arms, and big with war^ 
And hence a fudden flafli of armoui* bright 
Fiird all the Pagan hoft: with panic fright. 
Of purplfe hue there fifty warriors held 
A Crofs triumphant in an argent field. f 

Had I an hundred mouths, a hundred tonguefs, 
A voice of iron breath'd from iron lungs, 
I could not all the Pagan numbers tcH ' ^/ ii 

That by fhis troop's imipetuous onfet fell : ) ' ' 

Thp fe^ful Arab finks; the Turk in vain : i" 

Refills the ftorm, and.fights hut to be flaiiv * ^ 

Around the field in various fornis appeai^f • ' ^^T 
Rage," Horror^, Cruelty, and abjeft Fe^^r ' • '*^ 
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Pn crtrj fide, exulting^ death is founds 723 

And purpk torrenti delugpe all die gnnind. 

Now with a Iquadron, iffubg from the gaCe^ 
(Unconfcbus of the Pagan's woeful fl-ate) 
King Aladine appear'd> and from his height 
Beheld the fubjeft plain and doubtful fight: 
Full loon his ejres the fcene of (laughter m6et. 
And firait he g^ves command to finind retreat; 
And oft the monarch calls, but calls in rati^ 
Clorinda and Argantes from the plain : 
The furious couple ftill rejeft his prayer, 
, With carnage drunkj iniatiable of war I 
At length they yield: yet every means they tried 
Their troops in order fiom the field to guide* 
But who with laws can daftard Ibuls reftrain ? 
The rout is general 'mongft th* afirighted train : 
This c^ afide his fliield, and that his fword ^ 
Thefe ufeleis burthens no defence afibrd. 
A Iqile between the camp and city lies, 
Stretd\*d fi-om the weftem to the fouthem ikies ; 
There fM the timorous bands, widi noany a groan. 
And cloudik of duft rolFd onward to the town« 
The Chrifi:iai^powers purfue their eager chace. 
With dreadful flaughter of the Pagan race: 
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But when, afcencKi^, near <he ivalb itbcf ditw^ f4f 
Wlief^^ widi kis aid^ the king^ippearM in TieWj 
His viAor-force tlie <»iidou» GiHpho ftsnf^^ 
Nor would the dangerotis reeky height invade : 
While Aladine ccfHef^s his men inrith eare. 
The fcacterM f'emnants of fiieeefilcfs war. 

The foldan*s waning ftrength can now no moret 
(The utmoft ftretch ellay'd of human power) 
His breath in (horter pantingt comes and goes^ 
And blood with fweat from every member flows. 
His arm grows weak beneath the wejjg^hty ihidd i 
His weary hand can fcarce the falchion wield : 
Feebly he ftrikesj and fcarce can reach the fbe^ 
While the blunt weapon aims a fruitlefs blow. 
And now he paus*d awhile^ immersed in thought^ 
A labouring doubt within his boibm wrought i 
If by his own illuftrious hand to bleed. 
Nor leave the foes the glory of the deed; 
Or ifj fur^vor in the fiital ftrifej 
To quit the fieldj and lave his threatened life. 
Fate has fubdu*d (at length the leader cry*d) 
My Ihame Ihall fwell the haughty vigor's pride: 
Again th* infulting foe my flight fliall view> 
Aga'ui my exile with their fcom purfue ; 
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Byt foon betidd me torn in arms again, -' 771 

To blaft their peace, and fhake their tottering rdgn^ 

Nor yield I now — ^my rage (hall burn the fames 

Eternal wrongs eternal vengeance claim : 

Still will I rife a more inveterate foe, 

Andj dead, purfue them from the ihades below ! 



IND Of the ninth book. 
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THE A&6UMENT. 

SotTMAV, in bif jonmey to Gan» is acoofied bj Ifmeno, wbo 
perfoadcs bim to return; and coawey bim in an enchanted 
cb^riot to Jemialem. Tbo mai^iat condvfiB tbe Ibldan 
tbnmgb a fnbterraneoos cave into tbe city, and brings bim to 
tbe ooondl-baU, wbere be tends, concealed in a dopd, and 
bean tbe debates. Tbe fpeecbes of Argantes and Orcanes. 
Soljnian at bft difcoren bimfelf» and is leceired with tbe 
greateft joj by tbe kbig. In tbe mean time it is known to 
Godfrey, tbat tbe wanion wbo came to bis affiftaooe were 
tbo(e wlio bad feUowed Armida. One of tiiem relates to the 
general tbdr adrentorcs. Peter foreteb tbe return and future 
glorjrofBinaldo. 
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vv HiitS thus die foldan fpoke^ a fteed he Ip/d, 
That wander'd near^ unburthenM of his guide; 
Then inftant, ^nt with toil and fidnt widi hca^ 
He ieiz'd the reins and prefsM the welcome feat : 
Fallen is his creftj that late fo dreadful rofe. 
His helm diigrac*d no more its iplendor fhows; 
His regal yefture ftrows the dofty fdains^ 
And not a trace of all his pomp remains! 

As, from the ni^tly fold, the wolf puffu^d. 
Flies to the fhelter of the friendly wood; 
Thou^ fill*d with carnage, ftill he thirih for more. 
And licks his rarenousjaws impure with gore: 
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So fled the foldan, from the field compell'd, 13 

Still bent on (laughter, ftiU his rage unquelFd : 
Safe from furrounding fpcars he took his flight. 
And all the deathful weapons of the fight ; 
Alone, unfeen, the warrior joumey'd on. 
Through folitarjr paths, and ways unknown : 
His future courfc revolving in his mind i 
l^ow here, now there, his doubtful thoughts inclin'd. 
At length he fix'd to fgek the friepdly coaft 
Where Egypt's king collects his powerful hoft. 
And join with him his fortune in the field. 
To prove what arms another day would yield. 
And, thiis refolv'd, t;he well-known coupfc he bore 
That led to ancient {Gaza's fandy fhore. 
Though now l^is weary limbs require repofc> 
And every wound with keener anguifli glows; 
Yet all the day he fled wii;h eager hafte, - i 

Nor left his courfer, nor his m^il unbraced. 
But when the du(ky gloom perplex'd the fight. 
And objefts loft their colour by the night. 
He fwath'd his wounds 5 a palm^tfee near him flood. 
From this he Ihook the fruit (his homely food!) 
His hunger thus appeas -d, the ground he prcfs'd„ 
And fought to eafe his limbs wit^ needful r^ft^' 
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On his hard fliield his'penfive head reclin'd, «/ 

He ftrovc to calm the tumult of hi3 mind. 
Difdain and grief his heart alternate rend> 
And likie two vultures in his bread contend. 
At length when night had gain'd her midmoft way. 
And all the world in peaceful filence lay, 
Overcome wirii labour, fleep his eyes opprefs*d. 
And ftecp'd his troubles in Lethean reft. 
While thus on earth he lay, a voice fevere. 
With thefe upbraidings, thundered in his car. 

Oi' Solyman! regardlefs chief, awake! 
In happier hours thy grateful flumber take. 
Beneath a foreign yoke thy fubjefts beild. 
And ftrangers o*er thy land their rule extend; 
Here doll thou fleep ? here clofe thy carelefs eycHf 
While uninterr'd each lov'd aflbciate lies ? 
Here, where thy fame has felt the hoftile fcorn, 
Canft thou, unthinking, wait the rifing morn ? 

Thefoldan wak'd, then rais'd his fight, and View'd 
A fire,tof»'reverehd mien, who near him ftood : 
Feeble hfc feem'd with age, his fleps to guide 
A friendly ftafF its needful aid fupply'd. 
Sayi what art thou, who da^'ft (the monarch cries) 
Difpel foft flumber frQm the traveller's. eyes? 
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'What parr caiift (hou in all our g^ktrjr claim ci 

And what to thee our vtDgeance or otnr Ihsmie? 

In me behold a friend, (the ftranger £ud) 
To whom in {Mut thy porpoie ftaods diffday'd : 
And heft I ptoBer, with auziliar care^ 
In all thy labours and dcfigns to ihare. 
Forgive my zealj reproaches oft in^re 
The noble mind, and raife the hero's fire. 
Thou feek'ft th* Egyptian king*^ fuch dioughts reffraa, 
Nor tempt a long and toilfeme trad in vain ; 
Even now the monarch eafis his numerous band^ 
And moves his camp to affift Judea's lands. 
Think not dly worth at Gaza can be fhown. 
That *gainft our foes thy force can there be known; 
But foUoi^ where I kad^ and» fafe from harms. 
Within yon wall, b^irt by Latian arms. 
To place thee, even at noon of day, I fwear. 
Without die brandiflx'd fword or lifted (pear. 
New toils, new dangers, there thy amis attend ; 
There fliall thy force the town befieg'd ^^nd. 
Till Egypt's hoft, arrived, their fuccour yield, 
And call thy courage to a nobjer field. 

Thus while he fpdce^ the liftening Turk amaz'd. 
Full on the hoary fire in filence gaa*d : 
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His bai]|^^ lodu no num their fioceiie^ ts 

And an his anger i» in ironder ]oft« 

Tlien chui: O firtherl ready t» obef> 
Behold I ftAlow wh«fit cbou point*ft the wi^: 
But ever beft chat cotinfel Ihail I pitscf 
Where moft of toil, where moft of danger Viet^ 

Thefire hid words apprav'di ehen fearch'd, witbcaitt 
Each recent iraund, annoyed bf chitting air 1 
With power6il )ui<e> mftfll'd, his ftrangdi tcnew'd^ 
And eas*d the pain„ and fianch'd the flowing blood* 

Aurora now her rofy wreaths diffdajri^ 
And Phcebiis gilds them with his orient n^# 
Time caUs (he cries) the iisn diitdb our waf, 
That fumttons morcsls 10 the toik of daf. 
Then to a car, that near him reacty ilood. 
He pa{s*d -, the chief of Nice his fiept purfu'd : 
They mounc die icat ; the ftranger takes the reins^ 
Before the lafli the couriers fcour the plains 1 
They foanii they neigh^ dieir finoking noftrib blow. 
And the champ'd bits are white with frothy fnow. 
Then (ftrange to tell) the air, condensed in clouds^ 
l^ith thickeft veil the rolling chariot ihrouda i 
Yet not a mortal fight the mift eipy*d» 
Nor could an engine's fbroe the cloud divide ; 
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While from its fccret womb, with piercii^ eyes, 109 
They view'd around the plains, the hills, and ikies* . 
Struck with the fight his brdws thefoldan rais'd,. 
And ftedfaft on the cloud and chariot gaz'd ; 
While on their courfe with ceafclefs fpeed th^ flew: 
Well by his looks the fire his wonder knew; 
And, caUihgonJbis name, the chief he fhook; 
When, rouzingfrom his trance,; the warrior Ipoke. 

O thou I whoe'er thbu art, whole wondrous {kill 
Cam force the kws! of nature to thy wSl ; 
Who, at thy pleafure, view'ft with fearching eyes 
The human: biieaft^ where every fecret lies : 
If yet thy knowledge .(which fa far tranfcends 
All human, thought) to future time extends ; 
O fay! what reft. or.woe. is doom'd by fete 
To all the toils t)f Afia*s broken ftate i 
But firft declare thy name; what hidden art 
Can power to work fuch miracles inipart ? 
This wild amazenieht from my foul renioye. 
Or vain will all thy future Ipecches prove. 

To whom, with fmiles^ the ancient fire reply'd : 
In part thy wifhes may be fatisfy'd : 
Behold Ifmeno !. (no ignoble name) • 
In magic lore all Syria owns my fame. - 
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But that my tongue fhould diftant times relate, 133 

And trace the annals of myfterious fate^ 

A greater power denies j thy thoughts exceed 

The narrow bounds to mortal man decreed. 

Let each his valour and his wlldom Ihow, 

To ftem the tide of human ills below j 

For oft 'tis ieen, that with the brave and wile, 

The power to make their profperous fortune lies* 

Thy conquering arms may prove a happier field 1 

Thy force may teach the boaftful Franks to yield : 

Think not alone the city to defend. 

On which the Latian foes their fury bend 1 

Confide! be bold! for fire and fword prepare ; 

A happy iflue ftill may Crown the war. 

Yet to my words attend, while I recite 

What, as through clouds, 1 view with doubtful light. 

1 fee, or fecm to fee, ere many a year 

Th* eternal planet gild the rolling fpherc, 

A chief whofe rule* fhall fertile Egypt blcfs, 

Whofe mighty adions Afia fhall confefs. 

a A chief mohaft nsk^ He means Saladine, for his valour icaie 
foldan of Egypti who took Jenifalem from the Chriftiaos, after 
they had heed eighty years io pofleffiqii of it, and had th^re 
edabliflied a feat of kingly government, 
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Let this fuffice ; not only in the fields 153 

Beneath his force the Chriftian powers ftiall yield; 
But from their race his arms (hall rend the fway. 
And all their ftate ufurpM in ruin lay: 
Till, fenc'd by feas, within a narrow khd 
Groan the fad relicks** of the wretched band. 
He from thy blood (hall fpring. — Ifineno faid : 
And thus the king bis generous anfwer made 5 
(His bofom kindling at the heroes fame) 
O happy .chief! whofe deeds fuch glory claim! 
For me, let good or ill my life betide. 
And fortune, as prefcrib'd above, provide : 
No power (hall e'er my vigorous mind control. 
Or bend th' unconquer'd temper of my foul : 
Firft (hall the moon and (lars their courfe forfake, 
Ere I my foot remove from glory's track. 
He faid ; and, while he fpoke, with martial ire 
His eyeballs fla(h'd, his yifage feem'd on fire. 

Thus commun'd they, till near the chariot drew 
To where the Chriftian tents. appear'd in view. 

b Groan the fad reUch—'\ The poet is here thought to mean 
Cyprus, 'which was given by Lufigiian to Enrico count of 
CaoDpagda, and wJiich continued in pofleOion of fome of the 
Chkidiacfis .'aftei; the eftablKhmeot of Saladiae io the holy 
knd. 
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A fcene of carnage here theil- eyes lurvey'd, 173 

Where death appeared in various forms difplay'd. 
Touched at the fight, the foldan's tears overflow. 
And all his face is fpread with generous woe : 
He fees, inflam'd with anger and difdain, 
His mighty ftandards fcatter'd on the plain : 
He fees the Franks exulting o'er the dead. 
And on bis deareft friends in triumph- tread : 
While from the breathlefs corfe the arms they tear. 
And from' the field the glorious trophies bear. - 
There fome he views, whofe fiineral care attends 
Th' unbury'd relics of their Chriftian friends : 
And others here prepare the blazing pyre. 
Where Turks and" Arabs feed one common fire. 

Deeply he figh'd, and ftraight his falchion drew. 
And from the lofty car impetuous flew : 
^ut foon Ifmeno chcck'd his eager hafte. 
And in the feat again the warrior plac'd; 
Then fought the hill, while, diftant on the plain. 
Behind their courfe the Chriftian tents remain. 

Then from the car they *light (at once from view 
Diffolv'd in air, the wondrous car withdrew) 
Still with the cloud infhrin'd, on foot they fare. 
And down the mountain to the vale repair ; 

y 2 
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Where Sion*s hill, that here begins to rife, i^ 

Turns its broad back againft the weftern Ikies. 
Th' enchanter ftay'dj and now, advancing nigh. 
Explored the ftcepy fide with heedful eye : 
A hollow cavern opened, in the ftone, 
A darkfbme pafs, in f(miter ages known. 
But now with weeds and brambles overgrown : 
Through this the forcerer ibon the paflage try'd. 
And held his better hand the prince to guide. 

Then thus the foldan : Through what darkfome way 
Muft here my fteps by ftealth inglorious fl-ray ? 
O ! rather grant that, with this trufty blade. 
Through fcatter*d foes a nobler path be made. 
Let not thy feet diidain (Ifmeno faid) 
To tread the path which Herod wont to tread, 
Whcfc fame in arms o'er many regions ipread. 
This monarch firft the hollow cavern fram'd. 
What time his fubjefts to the yoke he tam'd : 
By this he could with eafe the tower aicend, 
(The;i caird Antonia* from his deareft friend) 



« T^en cairdAntonia — ] Jofcphas relates that Herod gave this 
name to the tower from Marc Antony the triumvir. 
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Thence with his troops could leave the town unfcen. 
Or there re-enter with fupplies of inen. 21 i 

' But now to me reveal'd^ to me alone 
Of all mankind^ this fecret path is known. 
This way (hall lead us to the regal leat^ 
Where now die wife and brave in fynod meet, 
Caird by the anxious king to high debate, 
Who fears perhaps too far the frowns of fate : 
Awhile in fileoce all their counfels hear, 
Tillj breaking on their fight^ thou fhalt appear. 
And pour thy fpeech in every wondering can 

He faid, and ceas*d ; no more the warrior ftay'd^ 
But entered, with his guide^ the gloomy fhade : 
Darkling they went through paths conceal'd from view. 
And, as they pafs*d, the cavern wider grew. 
Ifmeno now unfolds a fecret door; 
They mount by fteps long-time difus'd before : 
Here through a narrow vet^ from upper day. 
Appears the glimmering of a doubtful ray. 
Now from the feats of night their courfe they bend. 
And fudden to a ftoftely hall afcend ; 
Where, with his fceptre, crown*d in awful ftate, 
Aipidft his mournful court the mournful monarch fate. 
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The haughty Turk, within the cloud conceard, 240 
In filence ftood, and all that pafs'd beheld ; 
Then heard the monarch in an awful tone 
Addrefs the (enate from his lofty throne. 

Oj faithful peers I behold the turn of fate! 
The laft dire day how deadly to our ftate! 
From every former hopcof conqueft thrown. 
Our fafety refts on Egypt's powers alone; : 
But thefc muft join us from a diftant land. 
When prefent dangers prefent aid demand. 
For this I bade you here the council hold, 
And each the purport of his thoughts unfold. 

He eeas*d : and foon a murmuring found enfu*dj 
Like zephyrs foftly whifpering through the wood : 
Till, rifing from his feat, with noble pride 
And fcarlefs fpeech, Argantes thus reply'd. 

What words are thefc to damp the martial fire ! 
No aid from us thy wifdom can require. 
O ! in ourfelves our hopes alone muft reft. 
If virtue ever guards th' intrepid breaft: 
Be th^t our arms^ be that our wifii*d fupplies. 
Nor let us life beyond our glory prize! * 
I ipeak not this becaufe my anxious mind 
Delpairs from Egypt certain aid to find : 
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Fprbid it! that my thoughts, fo far mifled, 26^ 

Should doubt the promife which my king has made, / 
But this my ardent foul has long defir'd. 
To find' a few with dauntlefs fpirits fir*d ; 
TAat every chance can view with equal eyes, 
Can feek for victory, or death defpife. 

Orcanes next arofe, with plaufive grace. 
Who mix*d with princes held the nobleft place i 
Once known in arms amid the field he fhin'd ; 
But, to a youthful fpoufe in marriage joinM, 
Proud of the hufband and the father's name. 
In flothful eafe he ftain*d his former fame. 

Then thus he fpoke : Well pleas'd the words I hear 
Which fpring, Q monarch ! from the foul (incere ; 
When the full heart with inbred ardour glows. 
And generous threats the hero's warmth difclofe* 
Should now, tranfported with a noble rage, 
The good Circaffian*s heat, too far engage; 
This may- we grant to him whofe dauntlefs might 
Difplays like ardour in the field of fight. 
It refls with thee his fury to control, 
When youth too far tranfports his fiery foul. 
'Tis thine to view^ in equal balance weigh'd. 
The prefcnt danger with the distant aid ; 
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The hoftilc power that on our city falls^ 29a 

Our new*rais*d nirnparts and our mouldering w^lU, 

I (peak the dictates of a faithful heart; 

Our town is ilrong by nature^ ftrong by art; 

Yet, |cc what mighty fchcmcs the foes intend, 

TVhat huge machines againft the waHs afcend! 

Th' event remains unlcnown — I hope and fear 

The various chances of uncertain war, 

Th' unlook*d-rfor fmall fupply of herds and corn 

That yefter-night within the town was borne, 

Can ill fuffice fo vaft a city's call, 

If long the fiege fliould laft before our wall ; 

* 

And laft it piuft, though by th' appointed dajp 

Th* Egyptian forces here their aid difplay; 

But what our fate if longer they delay? 

Yet grant thofe fuccours Ihould prevent in lpce4 

Their plighted promife, and our hqpe exceed ; 

I fee not thence the certain conqueft won. 

Nor from the Chriftians freed the threatened town* 

We muft, king! with Godfrey meet in fight, 

Thofe gJtUant chiefs, thofe b^ds approv'd in mighty 

Whofe arms fo oft have icatterM o'er the plain 

The Syrian, perfian, and Arabian train. 

Thou, brave Argantes! oft compelled to yield, . 

Haft prov'd too well dxeir valour in the field ; 
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Oft hjrft thou fled the foe with eager hafte, |i3 

And in thy nimble feet thy fafcty plac'd 
Clorinda and myfelf have fejt their hoft; 
Nor let a warrior o'er his fellows boaft* 
Free let me fpcak, and unreftrain'd by fear, 
(Though yonder champion fcom the truth to hear. 
And threaten death) my deep foreboding mind 
Beholds thefe dreadiiil foes with fate combined: 
Nor troops nor ramparts can their force fv&san^ 
Here fl^li they fix at laft their certain reign. 
Heaven witnefs ! what I ipeak the time requirest^ 
Love for my country and my king inlpires. 
How wife the king of Tripoly ! who gainM 
Peace from the Chriftians^ and his realms retain*d| 
"While the proud foldan, on the naked plains 
Now breathlefs lies, or wears ignoble chains j 
Or hid in exile, trembling from the ftrife. 
Prolongs in diftant lands his wretched life : 
Who, yielding part, with gifts and tribute paidi 
Had ftill the reft in peace and fafety fway'd« 

He faidt fUid thus his coward-thoughts di(cI<^M^ 
With artfiil wordiLin doubtful phrafe composMg 
Yet durft not plainly his advice declare^ 
To fue for peace^, a foreign yoke to wear. 
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But, as his Ipeeches fir'd with juft dizain, 337 

No more the foldan could bis wrath reftrain. 
To whom Ifmcno— Can thy generous ear 
Without concern diefe vile reproaches hear? 
Unwilling have I ftay'd (the chief returns) 
My confcious foul with juft refentment bums. 
Scarce had he ended, when the mift, that threw 
Its friendly veil around, at once withdrew j 
Diffolv'd in air was loft the fleecy cloud. 
And, left in open light, the monarch ftood ; 
Full in the midft his dreadful front he rears, . 
And fudden thus accofts their wondering ears. 

Lo! here the man you name, the foldan ftands; 
No timorous exile fled to diftant lands! 
This arm fliall yonder d^ftard's lies difprovc. 
And fliow what fears his trembling bofom move. 
I, who of Chriftian blood fuch torrents Ihed, 
And pird -the plain with mountains of the dead ! , 
JLeft in the. vafe, by foes be^rt in fig^t, . 
All fuccQurs.loft! am I agcus'd of flight? . 
But ihould this wretch, or any fuch, again, 
Falfc to his country, to his faith a:ftj^. 
Dare, with his word^, to fhameful peace betray^ 
(Do thou, O monarch ! give nay ^ufti;:© way) . . 
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This falchion (hall avenge the hateful part, 361 ' 

And ftab the treafon lurking in his heart, 

Firft in one fold fhall wolves and lambs remain. 

One neft the ferpent and the dove contain. 

Ere with the Franks one land behold our ftatc, 

On any terms but evcrlafting hatel 

While haughty thus he Ipoke, with threatening mien. 
His dreadful hand upon his fword was feen. 
Struck with his prefence, with his words amaz'd. 
The pale afliftants myte and trembling gazM. 
Then, with a foften'd air and milder look, 
To Aladine he turn'd, and thus he fpoke : 
We truft, O monarch ! welcome aid we bring. 
When Solyman appears to affift the king. 

Then Aladine, who near to meet him drew: 
How glows my heart a friend like thee to view I 
No more I feel my flaughter'd legions loft-. 
No more my foul with anxious fears is toft. 
Thou (halt my reign fecure, and foon rcftore 
(If Heaven permit) thy own fubverted power. 
This faid, around his neck his^ arms he caft, 
And with an eager joy his friend embracMt 
Judea's fovereign then, this greeting done. 
Gave to the mighty chief his regal throne : 
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Himfelfj bcfidc him, to the left he plac'd, 335 

Ifmeno next with equal honours grac*d. 
And while, inquiring every chance of fate. 
In converle widi the (ire the monarch fate. 
To honour Solyman the warrior-dame 
Approach'd; then all, by her example, came. 
Among the reft, Ormuflcs rofe, whofe care 
Preferv'd his faidiful Arabs from the war : 
Thefc, while the hofts with mutual fury fought. 
By night in fafety to the walls he brought 1 
And, with fupplies of herds and corn conveyed. 
Gave to the famifti'd town a needful aid. 

Alone, wirfi lowering front and gloomy ftate. 
In filence wrapt, the fierce Circafljan fate; 
So leems a lion, couching on the ground^ 
Who fullen rolls his glaring eyes around : 
While low his head declin'd with penfive air, 
The foldan's looks Orcanes could not bear. 

In council thus Judea's tyrant fate. 
The king of Nice, and nobles of the ftate. 

But pious Godfrey, vi6tor of the day. 
Had chac'd his foes, and clear'd each guarded way; 
And now he pud his warriors, flain in fight. 
The laft due honours of the fufteral rite i 
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Theo bade the reft prepare (his mandate known) 409 
The fecond day in arms to ailault.the town; 
And threatened, with machines of every kind. 
The rude Barbarians in their walls confined. 

The leader foon the timely fquadron knew. 
That brought him aid againfl: the faithlefs crew : 
In this the prime of all his friends he view*d. 
Who once the fraudful damfeFs track purfu'd : 
Here Tancred came, who late, by wiles rcftrain'd, 
A prifoner in Armida's fort remained. 
For thcfe, to meet beneath his lofty tent. 
Before the hermit aad his chiefs, he fent. 

Then thus he faid: Let fome, O warriors! tell 
Th* adventures that your wandering courfc befellj 
And how you came, by fortune thus convey'd. 
In need fo great to give fuch welcome aid. 

He ceas'di when, confcious of his fecret blame^ 
Each hung his head deprefs'd with generous fhame; 
Till Britain's heir belov'd ^ the filence broke. 
And raised his eyes as thus fincere he fpoke. 

We went (whofe names, undrawn, the urn conceal'd) 
Nor each to each his clofe defign reveal'd. 
The darkfome paths of treacherous love to trace, 
Lur'd by the features of a guileful face : 

* William. 
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Her words and looks (too late I own the fhame) 433 
Incrcas'd our mutual hate, our mutual fi^me : 
At length we drew to where, in dreadful ire. 
Heaven rain*d on earth' of old a ftorm of fire, 
To avenge the wrongs, which nature's laws endur^d^ 
On rfiat dire race to wicked deeds inur'd : 
Where once were fertile lands and meadows green. 
Now a deep lake with fulphurous waves was fecn : 
Hence noilbme vapours, baleful (l^ams arife. 
That breathe contagion to the difiant fkies. 
In this each ponderous maf, is thrown in vain. 
The fluggifli waters every weight fullain : " 
In this a caftle ftood, from which there lay 
A narrow bridge to invite the wanderer's way. 
We entered here ; and, wondering, law within 
Each part prefent a lovely fylvan fcene ; 
Soft was the air, the Ikies ferene and mild, 
Witli flowers adorn'd the hills and vallies fmil'd: 
A fountain, 'midft a bower of myrtle fhade. 
With lucid ftreams in fweet meanders ftray'd: 

« Heaven ratnd on earth — 1 The country of Sodom and 
Gromorra. Ariftotle and Galen both mention the lake here 
defccibed by the poet, and give the fame reafon forits fap- 
porting any heavy fubftance, the grolfiiefs and dcnfity of the 
water. 
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On the foft herbage downy flumbcrs lay; 453 

^Through whifpering leaves the fanning breezes play; 
AncJ cheerful fongfters warble on the fpray. 
I pafs the domes our eyes beheld amaz'd. 
Of coftly gold and polifli'd marble rais'd. 

There, on the turf, with fhade o'er-arching,grac'd. 
Near purling rills the dame a banquet plac'dj 
Where fculptur*d vafcs dcck'd the coftly board. 
With viands, choice of every flavour ftor'd : 
Whate'cr to difFercot climes and funs we owe. 
Which earth, or air, or ocean^ can beftow; 
With all that art injprovies! and while we fate. 
An hundred beauteous nymphs in order wait. 
With gentle fpeech and fdft enticing fmile3. 
She tempers other food and fatal wiles ^ 
While every gueft receives the deadly flame. 
And quaffs a long oblivion of his fame. 

She left us now, but foon refum'd her place. 
When anger feem'd to kindle in her face. 
Within her better hand a wand fhe borej 
Her left fuftain'd a book of magic power : 
Th' enchantrefs read, and mutter'd fecret charms. 
When, lo ! a fuddcn change my breaft alarms! 
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Strange fancies (bon my troubled thoughts purfu'd, 
Ssidden I plung'd amid the cryfhil flood t 47^ 

My legs, (hriink up, their former function leave 1 
To either fide my arms begin to cleave j 
A fcaly covering o*er my fkin is grown. 
And in the fifh no more the man is known! 
An equal change with me the reft partook. 
And fwam> transformed, within the limpid brook. 
Oft as my mind recalls th^ event, I feem 
Loft in th' illtifion of an idle drean)« 

At length her art our former fhape reftor*d. 
But fear and wonder chok'd each iflumg word« 
As thus ama?*d we ftood, with angry brows 
She threatened added pains and future woes» 

Behold (flic cried) what power is in my hand! 
I rule your fates with uncontrolled command : 
My will can keep you from ethereal light. 
The haplefs prifoners of eternal night; 
Can bid you range among the feathered kind. 
Or, chang'd to trees, with rooted fibres bind i 
Can fix in rocks, diffolve in limpid ftrcams. 
Or turn to brutal form the human limbs. 
It rcfts on you to avert my vengeful ire ; 
Confcnt to obey what my commands require: 
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Embrace, the Pagan faith^ my realms defend, 500 
And your keen fwords on impious Godfrey bend. 

She faid : the proffered terms our fouls difdain'dj 
Her words alone the falfe Rambaldo gain'd. 
Us (no defence avail'd) (he ftrait conftrains . ' / 
In loathlbme dungeons and coercive chains^ 
Thither was Tahcred led, by fortune croftj 
Where, join'd with us, his liberty he loft. 
But little time, confin'd within the tower. 
The falfe enchantrefs kfept us in her powen 
*Twas faid, an enroy from Damafcus came^ 
To gaihiier prifoners from th' unhallow*d damej 
And thence, difarm'd, in fetters bound, to brings 
A welcome prefent to th' Egyptian king. 

We werit, furrouiided by a numerous giiard. 
When Heaven's high will iinhopM-for aid preparM* 
The good Rinaldo, who^ with deeds of fame. 
Adds every taoment to his former name, 
Ouf courfe impeding, on our leaders fcU^ 
And prov'd that valour, often prov'd fo well* 
He flew, he vanquifti'd all beneath his fword^ 
And foon again our foritier arms reftor'dt 
To me, to all confefs'd the yduth appeared j 
We grafp'd his hand, his well-known voice we heard, 
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Here vulgar tongues feUocious iate proolfim; 524 

The hero fkill foryiyes to life and feme. 

Three days are paft fince, parting fpom our band. 

He with a pflgrim travcilM o-er the iaiid:^ 

To Antioch bound : but firft he caft afidc 

His Ihattei-^d arms with ftreamtt^ crimfon dyU 

Here qeasM the knight, Mcanwhiie his ardent tjct^ 
The hermit fix'd deyoody on the flcics : 
His looks, his cpiour chang'd ; a nobler ^cc . 
Shone in his mien, and kindled in his faces 
Full of the Deity, his raptur'd xnmi 
Withibogels fecauM in hailow'd cooycrfe jcMii'tii 
He reads in future tangos eternal pagc^ 
And fees th^ eyejai]s o£tmny a diftant ajgc. 
He Ipoke ; while all intent and filent gaz'd^^ 
Much at his looks and awful voice amaz'd. 
He lives! Rinaldo Hycs ! (aloud h^ cries) 
Then heed not empty qm or &m^ iiesi 
lie lives ! and Heaven^ whofe care his youth de^iids^ 
For greater praife his valued life extends! 
Thefe are but light fbnerunncrs of htis fttt^e, 
(Thefe deed^ that: itow o'^ Afia ipread h|s flame) 
Lo! after rolling years, i plainly vieur 
His aions &aU maiiy an impioMs po^f Ai^u^ ; 
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His eagle guards, with filyer wings difplay'd, 548 

The church and Rome beneath its friendly Ihade* 

Succeeding fons with equal virtue fhit^c. 

And children's children prown his glorious Une| 

To pull the mighty down, exalt the lowj 

To puaifh yice^ on virtue aid beftowi 

Thefe be di^eir arts ( and thus his dazzling way 

The bird of Efte foars beyond the folar ray! 

To guard celeftial truth his flight he bends. 

And with his thunders Peter's caufe defends : 

Where zeal for Christ each holy warrior brings. 

He fpreads, triumphant^ his vi&orious wings : 

The chief recalPd, muft here his tafk refume. 

Such is the will of Fate, and fuch th* eternal dooml 

Here ceas'd the fage; his words each doubt appcas'd. 
And every fear for young Rinaldo eas*d.' 
All, fillM with tranlport, fpoke their joys aloud; 
While, fix'd in thought, the pious Godfrey ftood. 
Now had the night her fable mantle cad 
O-er darkened air^ and earth around enibracM: 
The reft, retiring, fink in foft repofe 5 
But, Ipft in cares, no fleep the leader knows. 
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